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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER
Fellow Edgemedians,
What a year! With only a few
weeks left to its end, we look
forward to a new year with the hope
of some semblance of normality
returning into our lives. Let us look
forward to the midnight hour when we commit this
year to history where it belongs, raise a glass, refrain
from saluting “Cheers, 2020-won!” instead saluting
“Cheers, may the next year be better than the last!”
I have always been accused of looking at the world
through rose tinted spectacles, but even my everoptimistic outlook on life has been jaded with the
events of this year. It has been humbling to see how
the community banded together to assist the higher
risk members of their families and neighbours over
the last few months. It was disheartening to hear
stories of members of our community that ignored
the guidelines and regulations put in place and went
about their lives with scant regard for their fellow
community members. The extra mile walked by our
emergency and medical services, as well as other
essential services, is applauded with heartfelt thanks.
I fear a bit of a rant coming along.
It is sad to see that there are still members in our
society who choose to enrich themselves at the
expense of their compatriots. It is with disgust that we
learned week after week how essential services were
deprived of equipment and funding by tenderpreneurs
feeding at the trough beside the “gravy train” that our
government resources are perceived to be. The petty
politicking and authoritarian grasp at levers of power
was put into the public spotlight once again with
regulations as to which business may operate, which
business would qualify for government assistance,
and even the over-reaching decree that banned the
purchasing of open-toed shoes in winter - simply
because the minister in charge deemed it so. Our
local government was also looking after self-interest
when the council voted in favour of increasing tariffs
on property rates, water and electricity as well as
salaries for civil servants, and all this in the height of
the lockdown taking effect on 1 July 2020. It is also
sad to see that our elected representatives of ward
councillors and PR councillors voted in favour of their
own pockets to the detriment of their communities
in their hour of greatest need. I believe now is the
time for independent candidates to throw their hats
into the ring and stand for the local ward councillor
(continues on page 9)
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EDITORIAL
Welcome back! It has been
a while.
I made a promise back
in March, which was that I
would not say the C-word.
I’ll uphold that promise this
time around as well. In fact,
you only read my March
column sometime in June, as
we were seriously delayed.
Of course these columns are written a week before
they are published, and I found myself hedging my
words. I predicted “a little bit of social-distancing”
but I don’t know who could have foreseen the
cataclysm that we have lived through (and are
continuing to live through).
But out of the ashes…..CIPC (who register,
amongst other things, companies) reports more
company names registered in the past three
months ending October than in the past two years.
The number of people involved in a ‘side hustle’ has
tripled by some reports. I read this to mean that
Saffers have not taken the lockdown lying down, but
are springing back into the gaps in the market and
are in the process of picking up the pieces. A quick
glance at classified ads, Facebook marketplace or
similar shows a voracious proliferation of people
offering all sorts of services, from dog walking to
tool sharpening to queuestanding and anything
under the sun.
It’s a really good show of the ingenuity of
South Africans, and how we can find a light in the
dark places. But it is also an indicator of the great
uncertainty and upheaval we’ve experienced.
We’ve had the chance to re-evaluate many old ways
of doing things that are not necessarily useful or
practical anymore. We’ve turned inwards, and had
plenty of time for introspection and self-reflection,
and we’ve had the chance to prioritise what is
important to us.
As The Virus™ dies down (as I truly hope it will)
over the next year or so, let us not forget the
reminders that it has given us: both of the fragility
of the society and economy we have constructed,
but also of the hardiness, steadfastness and
ingenuity of the very human spirit with which we
are all imbued.

Peter Bates
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THE LIONS CREED
A person who achieves success, who lives well, laughs
often and gains the respect of intelligent people and
the love of little children.
Who fills a niche and accomplishes his or her tasks,
who leaves the world a better place than he or she
found it, whether with a brighter flower, a perfect
poem, or a rescued soul.
Who always sees the best in others, and gives the
best he or she has, whose life is an inspiration; whose
memory is a benediction.
THAT PERSON IS A LION.
Lions Club De Grendel sadly bid farewell to two
Past Presidents – Erik Mester and Keith Porter, who
passed away during the COVID 19 shutdown period.
Both members were heavily involved and devoted
much time to some meaningful Community Projects,
including raising 70% of the funds required to build
The Monte Vista Scout/Guide Headquarters. Later,
Lions Club de Grendel entered a 50% partnership
with the Edgemead Soccer Club, and helped the
Municipality and Garden Cities to plan and establish
the Edgemead Sports Centre. Incidentally, the Lions
Club House is housed inside the sports complex.
ERIK MESTER
10/08/1934 – 21/08/2020
Past President Erik Mester was
only 11 years old when he arrived in
RSA from Holland, and he recently
passed away aged 86. During his 37
years as a Lion, he was an extremely active member
of the community, as was his wife Heather. For over
30 years, he collected bread from an Epping Bakery,
and delivered to the Cape Town Service Dining Room
twice a week. He was director of the Lions food project
for 27 years, and also became a Lions President. Erik
was a Yachting Commodore of the Voelvlei Yacht
Club and became a successful coach training new
members at Edgemead Bowling Club. All his friends
and acquaintances will miss his cheerful disposition.

Page 4

KEITH STEPHEN “JUMBO”
PORTER
07/10/1942 – 01/08/2020
The
Monte
Vista
Scout
Committee was overjoyed when
Keith and his wife Yvonne moved
to Monte Vista and he agreed
to be their scout master –“Jumbo”. Keith assisted
with the hall construction and brought a new vibe
to the Scout group with membership increasing to
over 40. The group were regularly in the top 6 at
competitions, won the Gordon Shield a number of
times, and were widely known for earning proficiency
badges. Their Honours Board lists 16 Scouts who
achieved the special Springbok Scout Award with
Keith’s encouragement. He was also the founder of
the Monte Vista Rovers’ Group.
He eventually became Manager of the
Farmersfield Retirement Village in Edgemead, a
position he held until he passed away. Keith will be
remembered for his senior and youth activities. As
a Lions President he introduced collecting toys and
clothes in any condition, which were then repaired
and donated to poorer communities.
Keith’s legacy will be the number of youth he
influenced. The Farmersfield Village Residents will
remember him with much fondness and love.
Christmas season approaches and the Lions Club will
appreciate the communities’ support for our various
projects at the shopping centres. Monies earned are
used to spread Christmas cheer to impoverished
families. We wish all readers and their families a blessed
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Lion President: Malcolm McCallum
(082 977 2737) Email: mjjmcallum@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS by Renatha Snyders
When 2020 started, it seemed like the year that
would be positive with a perfect and clear vision.
We had plans for extending the Library building, promoting Library activities and nurturing
relationships.
However, the COVID-19 virus that started in
December 2019 had a serious impact on the Library
and on our own lives. The lockdown that started
in March this year seemed like it would last only
three weeks and we could not have foreseen that
it would be extended for months.
COVID-19 emphasized how strong Edgemead
is as a community. During the lockdown, the
community supported those in need and encouraged our essential workers. The Library Book Club
and Colouring in Group remained in contact via
WhatsApp and bonds of friendship were strengthened. The Library itself had to remain closed and
reopened in September using a phased approach
starting with a limited Drop and Collect Service.
We were allowed in November to open our doors
to our patrons again for Browsing.
The past few months have been particularly
difficult. We have lost colleagues due to this pandemic and Stuart Benjamin’s father passed away
due to COVID-19. It was extremely difficult as one
could not physically hug or attend services for
those who were ill or passed away.
I would like to thank the community for their
patience while the library was closed during
lockdown. A big apology for the heartache caused
by being away from your beloved books. It was
a decision made by the City of Cape Town Library
Services which are part of more than a hundred
Libraries. At present, you are allowed to visit the
Library to return and borrow items. However
other activities like SmartCape, Craft Market and
Boot Sales have been suspended until we get the
go ahead from the City of Cape Town that it may
resume.
The Library’s new reduced hours due to
COVID-19 will be from 9am to 4pm Monday
to Friday, and 9am to 12pm on Saturdays. On
a positive note, the borrowing limit of items has
been increased to 20 books for one month.
Edgemead Library will observe protocols and
ensure COVID-19 Directives and Regulations are
met for the health and safety of both Library staff
and patrons. We look forward to serving you even
if it is with a smile behind our masks and keeping
a safe distance.
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Give Yourself the Gift of Hearing…
GIVE US A CALL!
We would love to meet you!
Our services include: Home-visits, Hearing
Aid Fittings, Hearing Aid Trials, Hearing
Aid Repairs and Accessories
We accept medical aids
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Lelani Louw Audiology

0215951141

www.happyhearing.co.za
Happiness is HEARING!
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EDGEMEAD BOWLS CLUB
by Colin Gray

Fibre

EDGEMEAD SENIORS CLUB
by Dianne Newcombe
The Edgemead Seniors Club has been very
slowly opening for limited hours and for limited
numbers of members and visitors. A limited
number of hirings have been secured as well.
Because of this situation, we have been obligated
to have a weekly sale of good condition clothes
and white elephant items to assist in raising funds
to pay utility bills to run the Club.
We are very grateful to those who have
contributed to the sales and appeal to anyone
who would be prepared to hand in clothing and/
or wool for our charity knitting drives. Please visit
us regularly as we have new items coming in all
the time. We are open on Wednesdays and Fridays
from 09.00 to 12.00. The official sale day is a Friday
but should you be unable to attend on that day,
please pop in on a Wednesday.
We had a very successful braai for members on a
Sunday in October - always a happy time for us to
socialise. We are strict about social distancing and
hygiene so members are assured of being safe.
We look forward to meeting you at the club.
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This year’s bowls season has recently been
revived to a degree. We were more or less closed
down between March and September this year
due to the virus pandemic.
We are getting back to normal and we had a
membership drive called The Tacky Day recently.
Over 60 people pitched up to try their hand
at bowls. We have 15 possible new bowlers
applying to become members!
Extramural events such as The Shadows Club
and music sessions on a Sunday afternoon have
been revived but attendance is restricted and
social distancing is encouraged.
News on the horizon is that the All Cape
Bowls competition will be held next year and
the Mother City Cape Town will be hosting this
event. All Clubs within the Cape Province send
teams and much fun and rivalry is expected.
The Flag (for Gents) and The Muter (for Ladies)
competitions are happening at the moment and
we hope to be well placed at the end of these
events.
As an aid to attract new playing members,
the Club has decided to relax the dress code
somewhat. Members can now play Tuesdays,
Wednesdays Thursdays and on Sundays in
“civvies“. However, a shirt with a collar and
proper bowls shoes are still required.
If you would like to know more about this
Sport of Kings, give our resident President a call.
Graeme Kemp
078 792 8438
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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER (continued from page 2)

positions at the next local government elections.
Ward councillors who toe the party line, instead of
the mandate presented to them by their constituents,
should face the comeuppance of their actions. Ward
councillors fill their seats as representatives of the
people, in service to the people who elected them
into office and not as political party puppets.
While many private businesses have been
forced to close their doors for the lockdown and
cease to operate, some potentially permanently,
the civil servants have enjoyed a salary increase, a
guaranteed payment of full salaries for the entire
duration of the lockdown period and an extended
holiday, as many were not allowed into their normal
place of work to perform their duties. Contrast this
to the private sector which was forced to close doors
for an extended period, and make submissions
to government for financial assistance that came
only with hefty qualification criteria. Many staff of
private companies were also required to take salary
cuts, some down to R0, to enable their employers
to survive the lockdown. The paltry attempt by
government to lend assistance failed miserably,
its execution resulting in late payments or even
rejection of applications on trivial grounds.
The ERA committee has also suffered some losses
over the period of this year, with four committee
members relocating out of Edgemead. The delayed

2020 AGM will likely only take place in February
or March 2021 as the ERA constitution only allows
for in-person meetings. This requires us to plan for
an event that can accommodate any resident of
Edgemead to attend, which currently falls in excess
of the maximum number of persons allowed to
gather in any one location. The current committee
continue to fulfil their roles with the proviso that
we only attend to business-as-usual activities, and
no extraordinary decisions are made before a new
committee is elected at the next AGM.
Members of the community are invited to contact
any member of the committee to enquire how you can
best serve your community as a committee member
to the ERA. New members bring new perspectives
and viewpoints to discussions and decisions on behalf
of the community. Most committee members spend
only a handful of hours per month in the execution of
their portfolio roles, which is well within reason to be
accommodated in the busiest of schedules.
As we look for some semblance of normality
returning to our lives into the year-end, we take
this opportunity to encourage your support for the
Edgemead Christmas Market that is about to kick
off and run through to Christmas. This annual event
is a highlight in the Edgemead events calendar.
Wishing everyone a blessed festive season.

Stephen Fourie
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EDGEMEAD TENNIS CLUB by
Christine Roussouw
Hello to you all. Well, it was a long awaited
welcome back to tennis from 1st July after a “no play”
period due to COVID. Tennis Coaching was able to start
immediately with strong restrictions and COVID protocols. I think everyone was just happy to be outside and
doing something.
Although we are Level 1 now, there are still some
protocols/rules we at the tennis club must follow,
like reservation of courts, social distancing, sanitizing
and masks. Thank goodness masks do not have to be
worn when playing.
Any Club events are only allowed with 50%
capacity inside our clubhouse, but we can open up
our clubhouse fully, so we were able to have our yearly
Club Championships (even though it was four months
later). The results were as follows:
ETC CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS OF 2020
Ladies Cup: Maralize Stander
Mens Cup: Brad Dore
Mens Doubles Cup: C.Griffiths/D.Roos
Ladies Doubles Cup: N.Loram/L.Aylward
Mixed Doubles Cup: C.Rossouw/C.Griffiths
Mens Plate: A.Murphy
Ladies Plate: S. Hasdenteufel
Mens Plate Doubles: P.Zuidema/C.De Freitas
Ladies Doubles Plate: Z.Meiring/M.Stander
Mixed Doubles Plate: M.Roos/R.Lauf
Junior Boys Cup: G.Yovchev
Boys Doubles Cup: Z.Swingburn/G.Yovchev
Junior Doubles Plate: L.Frontini/N.Phillipps
Most Improved Adult Male: B.Levy
Most Improved Adult Female: K.Turner
Most Improved Junior: A.Rossouw/Y.Yovchev
Junior Sportsmanship: N.Phillipps
Fairplay: G.Snyman
Spoon: G.Mcree
Coaching is also back and running full steam
ahead since July. All COVID protocols must be
adhered to. All coaches must have a special COVID
licence, obtained from Tennis South Africa.
WP Trials:
ETC has 4 junior members who have played
2 rounds of trials in their age groups and are
anxiously waiting to see if they have made it to the
final round: Z.Hillman (u12), A. Rossouw (u10),
M.Kalinka (u14) and G.Yovchev (u16). Holding
thumbs, guys!
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Christmas Fun day:
This will be held on Saturday 12th December at
Edgemead Tennis Club, a fun doubles tournament
to end off 2020. A Christmas theme all round, dress
Christmassy and enjoy a lot of fun. For more information and to enter please contact Ellen on 0837927241.
We wish all our members a blessed Christmas
and may 2021 be a wonderful year for you and your
family. Thank you all for your support in 2020.
To join the club or to obtain any information about
Edgemead Tennis Club, please visit our website
or contact: Christine Rossouw, Professional Tennis
Coaching, 082 9695 479.
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Fall in love

Scan here for website
Fall in love with your retirement at Burgundy Estate's multi-generational lifestyle that includes wide open spaces,
comfort and convenience. Oasis Life is a private, secure estate within the boundaries of Burgundy Estate and offers
age-tailored homes from one-bedroom apartments at R995 000 to two-bedroom, two-bathroom single level houses at
R2.35-million and a few options inbetween. Add beautiful landscaping and a R40-million Lifestyle Centre and you're set to
fully lean into your retirement.
Get in touch with Allen Usher on 082 451 9988. Visit our furnished showhouse between 9:00 and 17:00 from Monday to
Friday or 15:00 to 17:00 on a Sunday.
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CITY CYCLING CLUB by John Martin
2020 – what a year!
The effect of this current coronavirus pandemic
has impacted on the lives of us all, some with devastating
consequences.
With regard to our club activities, when lockdown regulations
were abruptly announced, most of our members managed to
squeeze in a few last rides before being confined to their homes,
which was much more pleasurable than queuing and fighting for
the last pack of toilet paper at the nearest shopping centre.
During the lockdown period, the overachievers with an indoor
trainer and a stationary bike managed to stay active by opting for
the ‘hamster approach’ but, for most, it was the scale that did the
talking; a convenient excuse for taking a break. As soon as the
curfew was relaxed though, and outdoor exercise was permitted
for a short time and within a limited radius, it was like being
released on parole. Our members were out cycling
whilst enjoying their new found freedom, and the
road traffic was much quieter than usual. The streets
were suddenly alive with residents exercising; even
some dogs were probably being taken for a walk for
the first time in their lives. Everyone was happy to be
out and about, especially when being fit was touted as
a good defence against this virus.
Now, many months later, most restrictions have been
lifted but our club has still not returned to promoting
or hosting official club rides. Members have formed
their own groups and plan rides amongst themselves,
this way limiting group sizes and reducing the risk of
possible infection.
Although there are no official club rides, we would
still encourage any newcomer to approach any of our
members for an introduction to others of a similar
strength, should they wish to rather ride with a small
Behind Edgemead Business Park.
group instead of cycling alone: there have again
Croissants and muffins also on offer!
recently been several incidents of bike-jacking.
7am - 3pm Mon - Fri and 7am till 12h30 on Sat.
As lockdown eased, most bicycle
shops reported a surge in sales, some
advising that sales were better than
in December. This is good news for
the cycling community in general,
and we hope some of these ‘new’
cyclists find their way to City Cycling
Club.
Hopefully 2021 will be the time for
recovery and rebuilding.
For our contact details, visit www.
citycyclingclub.co.za and our
Facebook page link.
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Pool noodles

Ride-on bikes
TOWER range of
stickers & signs

Ceramic planters

Worm farms
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COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Dear Residents,
After being on approved leave I must say I am happy
to be back at home and safe and sound. Although
I have been away, I am happy to report that we are
seeing the City moving back to the new normal and
all the departments are now catching up with their
backlog of work caused by the lockdown.
I am thrilled to report back that the much
needed resealing of Thomas Bowler has taken place, after constant
communication by my office to the Roads department. The City will
be addressing all the road repairs and have a plan they are working
to. I will continue to follow up on the other roads needing resealing
in Edgemead and Bothasig.
One matter that has been ongoing is the use of the fields at the
Edgemead Sports facilities which residents use to walk their dogs.
The sports fields have been locked for the simple reason that the
facilities are run and maintained by the different clubs using them.
Litter and dog poo and damage to the fields by the public has
become a headache to the various sports clubs and that is why they
have been fenced off and locked. I am in the process of installing a
Dog Park in Edgemead, on the Sunnyside Park. This
is a central park, has adequate off-street parking and
will give dog owners a safe space to exercise their
dogs. Benches have already been placed in the park
and bins and fencing will be following.
I would like to thank St Marks Methodist Church,
the Neighborhood Watches and all the residents
who donated, packed and distributed food parcels
on a weekly basis to the families in need. Many
people found themselves in the terrible stressful
position of being without work during lockdown.
The Church and the NHW stepped in and gave up
their time to care for the community. Food Parcels
were delivered to the needy
over an 18-week period and we
are blessed to have been able
to reach out to so many people
in our community.
I am happy to report that
Eskom have attended to the
fire breaks that back onto the
homes in Edgemead.
I would like to remind
residents to constantly adhere
to all Covid-19 protocols of
wearing a mask, regularly
washing hands and to keep a
1.5m-distance at all times.

Ward Councillor Helen Carstens
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EDGEMEAD NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH by Mark Richards
A core function of any Neighbourhood Watch is to
keep residents apprised of incidents within and outside our Precinct that may have an effect on safety and
security. Recent thefts are of high end bicycles, car batteries, gas canisters, and theft out of garages. Most importantly are burglaries of houses in close proximity to
our nature reserve. (More about this further on.)
We constantly remind residents not to give handouts to vagrants. This only attracts them to our suburb,
enables them for a day, but does absolutely nothing
to improve their lot in life. Our patrollers are finding
more and more drug paraphernalia in vagrants’ sleeping spots, and recent alarming incidents indicate that
substance abuse might be the cause of a rising trend
in antisocial and aggressive behaviour by vagrants
whom we have formerly labelled as “harmless”. The
following are a few very disturbing incidents:
1. A vagrant becoming belligerent towards a female resident who used to give regular handouts but
stopped when she noticed a change in his manner.
He would not leave until Armed Response arrived.
2. A vagrant started banging on doors demanding
food and money at a time when moms were fetching
young children from school. Once again, an Armed
Response company was called to request he remove himself because of bad language and unstable
behaviour.
3. A vagrant went completely berserk at our BP one
night, trying to smash windows and threatening the
staff. When he left he carried on his rampage along
Letchworth Drive, and smashed the windows of a
resident’s home.
4. A mother and her young son were walking in the
car park on their way to the OK in De Grendel Avenue
Bothasig when a vagrant threw a rock at the son. As
this was completely unprovoked, the mom asked
what he was doing and, in a flash, he pulled out a
knife and stabbed both of them. Fortunately he was
subdued by a group of men parked nearby.
I’m sure other residents can attest to having been
harassed by so called “harmless” vagrants of late.
You may think giving money is kind - there’s a vagrant who frequents BP and Edgemead Centre and
begs, at times harasses, people for money for “food”.
An ENW patroller recently saw a customer buying
food for him, which he sold to a petrol attendant…
it wasn’t food but money he wanted. Please consider
where that may be spent. Desperate times are leading people into desperate acts. Don’t forget that the
majority of the vagrants on our streets are parolees
or have served time in jail and that most, if not all

of them, carry some form
of sharp instrument. As
patrollers, we have had to
become more cynical. We no longer regard any of
them as “harmless” and earnestly request residents to
consider the same line of thought.
It is human nature to want to help a person in need
but, for the safety of our community, please do not
enable, nor attract, the increasing number of vagrants
to our beautiful suburb. Rather donate to shelters
or outreach programs, do charity work at soup
kitchens or shelters but please don’t let our benevolence
encourage the escalation of unpleasant incidents
into something far more tragic.
Regarding the house burglaries in the vicinity of
the nature reserve, extensive operations and other
measures by SAPS, Armed Response companies
and patrollers from all the Precinct Neighbourhood Watches have slowed but not stopped these.
Our advice for residents is to install bright LED floodlights at the back of their properties, positioned so
that the light spills beyond their boundaries into the
reserve. Some residents have done so and, when
you look at the back of these houses from the
Monte Vista side, these lights stick out like beacons and
make those homes a far less attractive proposition for
burglars. However, there are still swathes of reserve
behind the majority of houses which are pitch black,
making it nigh impossible to see movement when
we undertake operations. We are well aware of
current financial hardships and the Chairman of the
Bothasig Community Policing Forum, Dave Morley,
is offering a magnanimous discount on floodlights
purchased from his electrical supply shop in Bothasig.
A local electrician has also offered installation at
generous rates. For more information, please contact
our Watch Chairman, Matthew Canning on
chairman@enwatch.org.za.
I want to thank all the Armed Response companies
and Neighbourhood Watch patrollers in our Precinct
for their outstanding assistance, and for going above
and beyond the call of duty where SAPS were unable
to respond due to lack of resources and manpower.
Were it not for the brave Armed Response officers who
handled situations so professionally, who knows what
the outcomes would have been. Kudos to you all.
Our wish to all our residents is that you manage to
spend time over the festive period with friends and
family after what has been an extremely challenging
year. We wish you all a safe, blessed and prosperous
New Year filled with all that is good.
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