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  SENIORS AND JUNIORS MEET AT THE VILLAGE’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY

YOUNG “HERO OF THE FALLEN TREE” EDGEMEAD TENNIS CLUB’S
SENIOR AND JUNIOR CHAMPIONS

Adrian Withers, junior champion (on the left) with senior 
champion, Luke Potter.  More tennis news on page 10.

There was a celebratory tea party to mark the occasion of Farmersfield Village’s 20th Anniversary, and those in the packed hall were entertained 
by Edgemead Primary’s Marimba Band.  Above from left are Mrs Shirley Morrell, Village Manager Keith Porter, Mrs Olive Wainman and Mrs 
Verna Malherbe. On the right are the members of the band.  Story on page 2.

Cub Nicholas Frost was commended by Scouter in Charge, Vanessa 
Yaxley, for actively serving his community. She said he had made them 
very proud and is truly living out his cub promise.  Story page 10.
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Chairman’s Corner 
I’d like to say a very warm welcome to 
Meghan as the new editor of Edgemead 
News, and I’m sure residents will enjoy 
reading this and her future issues.  An ex-
Edgemead High matriculant, Meghan 
went on to complete a journalism 
course at Cape Peninsula University of 
Technology, which included a year’s 
internship with a publishing house which 

dealt with advertising, magazines, publishing, advertorials, and 
design.  Here she wrote multiple stories for the publication’s 
bi-weekly newspaper, including community reports, health 
and entertainment pieces. Meghan spent a lot of time ‘in the 
field’, finding stories and writing about her experiences.  In her 
own words: “As an intern, I made sure to help with anything 
and everything I could so as to absorb as much knowledge as 
possible with regard to the world of a journalist.”

We are delighted that Meghan sees our Edgemead magazine 
as a challenge and a chance to gain experience, and are very 
happy to give her the opportunity.

It goes without saying that our most grateful thanks go 
with Lee as she steps down after many years as editor of our 
magazine. She has devoted countless hours in service to our 
community, both as editor and on the committee, all without 
reward. We will always be indebted to her for her kind service.

On a different note, the committee members elected at the 
AGM in April are settling into their various roles, most having 
volunteered to take on a specific portfolio on which they then 
report back to the rest of the committee on a monthly basis.  
These cover quite a wide spectrum, from seniors to taxis to 
potholes.  

We have recently received complaints about dogs without 
leads in some of the parks.  In terms of the by-law, no dog is 
permitted on a public road or in any public space without a 
leash, and we understand that signboards indicating this will 
soon be erected in all Edgemead parks.  These signboards will 
also remind people that no vehicle is permitted in a municipal 
park – unfortunately, driving and/or parking in a park can cause 
severe damage.

Just a reminder that commemorative stickers “40 years 
Edgemead Garden City” are available for only R5 at the library. 
Kind regards

Rocco du Plessis

Farmersfield  Village’s 20th Anniversary
by Keith Porter

In 1992, the Mayor of Goodwood, Councillor Sadie officially opened 
Farmersfield Village. The Village was developed as Sectional Title units 
by Garden Cities. There are now 107 units comprising of 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom cottages, each with a garage. Residents are required to be at 
least 50 years of age, no assisted living or frail care facilities are available 
since it is the intention that residents should be active retired persons. 

To mark the occasion, the Edgemead Primary School’s Marimba 
Band kindly entertained 
the packed hall with some 
outstanding performances 
which were appreciated 
by all present.  As Village 
Manager, I thanked 
them for the wonderful 
entertainment that they 
provided, and awarded a 
Certificate of Appreciation 
to their music teacher, Miss 
Jenny Stark. I also thanked 
Lynne New Estates and 
Phoenix Risk Solutions 
for their kind contributions 
towards the refreshments 
afterwards.

Thereafter Councillor 
James Vos congratulated 
the Village in his address 
to the residents and friends 
of the Village along with past residents from the early years. Many of 
the elderly who have left the Village in order to have frail care facilities, 
come back to the Village to visit friends, and as one past resident 
remarked; “it feels like coming home”. 

Councillor Vos complimented the management of the Village on a 
well-run complex, and said that Farmersfield Village is a role model 
for subsequent estates.  He reiterated that it was essential for retirement 
centres to be centrally situated to shops, hospitals, transport and family 
and not be established on the outskirts of towns - new townships should 
rather be built around retirement villages.

The councillor said it was a concern that, although there were many 
grants available for the elderly, only a small percentage of senior citizens 
were taking advantage of them.  

To close the occasion, The Village Secretary, Mrs. Verna Malherbe, 
was presented with a gift to commemorate her retirement after 19 years 
of dedicated service to the Village.  Mrs. Malherbe, who is now also a 

resident in the Village, thanked everyone, 
especially those who had convinced her 
husband John to agree to make the recent 
move into the Village.     

 Miss Jenny Stark receiving
 certificate 
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DON’T DUMP! 
Convenient Waste Disposal Site Nearby

One frequently reads about the problems caused by illegal dumping, 
but it isn’t necessary to dump because we have a huge waste facility 
very close by.  
 You can take garden refuse or rubble, paper or cardboard cartons, or 
even “mixed” waste – a hotchpotch of all those bits and pieces you find 
when you clean out the garage. 
 Here’s a map – just head up Bosmansdam Road Extension and then 
take whatever route is convenient to the Welgelegen waste site. And 
it’s open seven days a week.

NICHOLAS FROST
Fallen Tree Operation

Testimonial by: Mrs. R. Frost in recognition of Nicholas 
Frost’s compassion and physical efforts to ensure the safety of 

others.
On Friday night, 13 April 2012 at around 7.45 pm, the kids and 
I were walking our two small dogs. Nicholas was on his bicycle 
and riding slightly ahead. We were delayed by a minute or two in 
Lebanon Way by a roaming dog which introduced himself to our 
dogs.

After the greetings, we headed towards the trees lining the 
pavement opposite the BP garage.

Halfway down the street, we heard a thunderous sound and the 
cracking and tumbling of branches. Amidst this, we heard birds 
squawking and squealing in panic.

We looked ahead towards the source of the sound and saw a 
gigantic branch tumbling from high up in one of the trees ahead of 
us, crashing down and breaking smaller branches of neighbouring 
trees on its way down to the ground.

Nicholas cycled faster, dismounted his bike and checked carefully 
around the fallen branches to see if there were any birds trapped 
underneath. He was very concerned that someone or something 
may have been injured by the fallen branches. Fortunately, all 
seemed clear.

On approaching, I had warned the kids to be wary of more falling 
branches and feared that the tree may be rotten. We moved away 
carefully after we’d checked. 

We all went home, but Nicholas returned with his dad armed with 
two torches and a saw. They sawed away all the branches that had 
fallen across the road; making it safe for motorists who may not 
have seen the branches in the dark. According to his dad, Nicholas 
worked very hard dragging and lifting branches out of the way.

There is a SMS line for all municipal reporting (i.e. 
potholes, blockages, burst pipes, etc.) which is: 31373.

For General Enquiries, one can call: 086 010 3089.

Fitness      ●      Health      ●      Energy

Cardio Dance & Tone
PLATTEKLOOF GLEN & MONTE VISTA

Licensed, FitSA Accredited &
Consumer Protection Act Compliant

Fees payable monthly
MORNING AND EVENING CLASSES

only 45 minutes

ADRENALYNNE
Energetic Lifestyle Gym for Ladies

Lynne   021 558 9832
           082 575 6925

info@adrenalynne.co.za     www.adrenalynne.co.za

ALTHOUGH HE DIDN’T GET ANY OF THE ANSWERS 
RIGHT, HE DIDN’T GET ANY OF THEM WRONG EITHER . . . 
Question:        Answer: 
In which battle did Napoleon die? His last battle.
Where was the Declaration of
Independence signed?  At the bottom of the page. 
River Ravi flows in which state? Liquid. 
What is the main reason for failure? Exams. 
What can you never eat for breakfast? Lunch and dinner. 
How can a man go eight days 
without sleeping ?   No problem, he sleeps at night. 
How can you lift an elephant with  You will never find an elephant
one hand?    that has only one hand. 
If you had three apples and four
oranges in one hand and four apples
and three oranges in other hand, what 
would you have?   Very large hands.
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The De Tyger Leo Club has elected Stacey 
Rix (right) to be their leader for the next 
year. Left: Leo District President Janine 
van Wulven, and in the centre is Lewaine 
Woodford, the newly elected District 
President. These young people do sterling 
work and develop within themselves 
leadership skills, public speaking and 

project management.

This photo is of Tania 
Geldenhuys from the De 
Tyger Leos doing some 
colouring-in with children 
they entertained. Projects 
like this are very enjoyable, 
not only for the children, but 

for the Leos too.

De Tyger Leos

If anyone would like to join 
them, please contact

Deon on 083 713 6926.
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      We make your marketing our priority 
is looking for an experienced

TELESALES TRAINER & TEAM LEADER.  
Proven track record and experience required.  

Excellent package to suitable candidate.
For consideration, send CV to:
tanya@prioritymarketing.co.za

DATES TO DIARISE:
Our reading groups for adults, although still 
small, are proving to be fun. 
The afternoon group will meet on Tuesday the 
7th of August at 16:30, and will be discussing the 
books of author Robert Goddard. 

On the 4th of September, they will be looking 
at the books of Alexander McCall Smith (ladies’ 
detective series).

The morning group will meet at 10:00 on 
Tuesday the 21st of August, and we will be 
looking at the works of Douglas Kennedy. 

On 18th of September, this group will look at 
the books of Rosie Thomas.

PLEASE NOTE:
The new library hours

are as  follows:
Mondays & Tuesdays

09:30 – 18:00
Wednesdays

09:00 – 17:00
Thursdays

10:30 – 18:00
Fridays

09:00 – 17:00
Saturdays

08:30 – 13:00

AN UPDATE FROM THE LIBRARY
By: Lorraine Mathewson

Our Woman’s Day celebration will take place on Friday morning, the 31st of August, from 
8:30 to 11:00. It is vital to book soon for this popular event as space is limited. We will be 
having two guest speakers; Mandy Ross from Bella Donna finishing school will be doing 
a presentation on interior decorating, and Tanya O’Connor, who is an author, blogger and 
artist from Gordon’s Bay.

Our new quarterly reading programme for our junior members has just started. Each 
participant gets a star to fix on our display “Rock it to the stars. Read like you mean 
it.” Each child has to read 30 books before the end of September to receive a gift pack 
containing luminous room deco.

BOOT SALES AT EDGEMEAD LIBRARY:
The next boot sales are on 28 July and 1 September.

To book, please contact: Melvin at Stall 13 or phone: 076 689 5288.

CUBS AND SCOUTS NEWS
By: Vanessa Yaxley

A Combined Scout Troop Camp was held 
with 1st Edgemead Scouts and 1st Bothasig 
Scouts over the long weekend, 27 April 
2012 – 1 May 2012, in Piketburg.

The scouts learnt many new skills, 
overcame and accomplished a great deal 
with regards to personal, group/team 
building and scouting challenges. 

We would like to thank the Scouters of 1st 
Bothasig Scout Group for all their efforts in 
organising and running this camp, and thank 
you to each and every one of the parents for 
all their assistance and support. 

The scouts all achieved a lot towards their 
advancements and a number of interest 
badges were attained.

Upton Shield Scout Competition – Held 
Sunday, the 6th of May 2012

We are very proud of our team of junior 
scouts – all under the age of 14 and a half 
years – that participated; Tom Culligan, 
Jarryd Sims, Duene van Der Walt and 
Michael Schoots. This was the first time any 
of them have taken part in this competition 
and they came 36th out of a total of 63 teams 
that participated. Well done!

Alexandra
Boutique

Smart Casual clothing
for mature women

Alterations
(Women’s and Men’s)

Individual Attention
We also stock ladies

bowls trousers

Excellent Service
is our

Secret of Success

Tel Ro Maher: 021 559 7336
Email: romaher@mweb.co.za

Shop 11, Edgemead Village Centre
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A Warm Thanks
Thank you to everyone who supported our Craft Market, held 
in Edgemead Library recently. Our final figures are as follows:    
Total Sales: R 21 629.50. The Friends of Edgemead Library 
made R 2 595.54 (this excludes booking fees).

A special thank you to our wonderful Crafters, the members of 
the Friends Committee who worked at the Craft Market and to 
our special Edgemead Library Staff, who have supported us, and 
allowed us to use the Library.

Dates to Diarise
We will be holding an Art Exhibition
from 27 August to 21 September 2012   

and our
Annual Christmas Craft Market

will take place from the
22 November 2012 to 1 December 2012

(applications for the Craft Market close on the 30th of Sept. 2012).

Applications for both events are available at the Edgemead 
Library, or email me at: melroseglass1@gmail.com. 
Melanie, Chairman Friends of Edgemead Library

HEARING PROBLEMS?

Yvonne Armstrong’s practice is so conveniently close by, 
right on Vryburger Avenue, with safe off-road parking, 
and in a pleasant and comfortable environment.

A few giggles . . .
A certain private school was recently faced with a unique 
problem. A number of 12-year-old girls were starting to use 
lipstick, would put it on in the cloakroom, and then press their 
lips to the mirror, leaving dozens of little lip prints.

Every night the cleaner would remove these, and the next day 
the girls would put them back.

Finally the principal decided that something had to be done. 
She called all the girls and the cleaner to the cloakroom and 
explained that all these lip prints were causing a major problem 
for the person who had to clean the mirrors every night. She 
asked the cleaner to show the girls how much effort was required, 
and she took a long-handled squeegee, dipped it into the toilet, 
and scrubbed the mirror with it. 

There have been no lip prints on the mirror since then!
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EDGEMEAD’S FIRST SPORTING 
FACILITY

Seeing the “then and now” photographs of the Tennis Club, 
prompted Tom and Wilma de Heer to tell us something about the 
beginnings of the club.

The de Heers were amongst the very first residents, having 
bought the 20th house to be built in Edgemead - on the corner 
of Sunnyside and Elsendal. A couple of years later, enterprising 
resident Terry Healy set up the Sports Association, and 
residents started lobbying for 
facilities for soccer and tennis 
and cricket and so on.  The 
most wanted sports facility was 
a hall, but Selwyn Myers of 
Garden Cities kept pushing for a 
tennis club so it was decided to 
first go ahead with that. Garden 
Cities built two courts and a tiny 
clubhouse – nothing more than 
a toilet and small changeroom – 
and the club was founded, 

Tom being elected the first 
chairman. As such, he was the 
tennis representative on the Sports Association, while the Association 
itself lobbied and argued and battled with both Garden Cities and the 
then Goodwood Municipality.  At that time life membership 
of the Sports Association was R1, and this body also collected subs 
from the various sports clubs and allocated funding where it was 
most needed.

The club grew very fast, to a large extent as a venue for residents 
to socialise. Wilma says that everyone met there, and there was a 
party every Saturday afternoon. It was only much later when the 
club became a member of Western Province League that it attracted 
stronger tennis players, but the initial club members won all their 
matches against neighbouring suburbs purely because they were 
so keen and enthusiastic. 

Back in those days the courts were never locked and were almost 
always in use, with many people coming to play after school or 
work.

Today Edgemead 
Tennis Club has 8 
courts, 3 floodlit 
courts, and a much 
enlarged clubhouse, 
and is very active 
with a number of 
league teams as well 
as social teams. 

New

 Tom de Heer the first Chairman

available now at

Stainless Steel links
Fit all well-known brands “Nomination”

In store - Shop 19
Edgemead Village Centre 
                  Tel: 021 559 0733

Bring joy to a child in need and participate 
in the Santa Shoebox Project.

By: Heather-Lee Beckley

All you need is a medium sized shoebox and a few little goodies 
to fill it to make Christmas a real treat for an underprivileged child.

Items that most of us see as every day necessities are an exciting 
gift for some of the little ones. The items that are required to go 
into each box are: A tube of toothpaste and a toothbrush, a bar 
of soap and wash cloth, an item or two of clothing, ‘educational’ 
items (pencils, crayons, etc.), a few sweets, and a toy.

From there, your imagination is your only limit to decorating 
and filling the shoebox to make it as special as you possibly can 
for your pledge (or pledges).

The Santa Shoebox Project encourages the community initiative 
of the Kidz2Kidz Trust that co-ordinates the donation, collection 
and distribution of personalized gifts at Christmas time to 
underprivileged children across the country. 

A non-profit organisation which has been collecting gifts at 
Christmas time for thousands of underprivileged children since 
2006, the Santa Shoebox Project is instrumental in involving 
people from all walks of life, especially children together with 
their parents, in giving to children from a distinctly vulnerable 
social background who may never have received a Christmas gift 
before. The number of Santa Shoeboxes has grown from a humble 
180 boxes in 2006 to 70,489 boxes last year. 

Participating is a profoundly valuable and personal experience 
with each donor selecting the child/children he or she chooses to 
donate to by name, age and gender.

Although pledging selection opens only on 01 September 2012, 
you can register NOW to enlist and then receive all the information 
you require to participate in this year’s programme. Visit the Santa 
Shoebox website for more information on the project, pledge 
selection and the packing and delivery of your boxes.

Register today at: www.santashoebox.co.za

Old
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Integrated Bodywork using 
[ Deep Tissue Massage

To treat a range of ailments - chronic pain, migraines, stress, 
anxiety, back, neck and muscle pain.

For an appointment
083 688 8878
balanceharmonywell@gmail.com

[ Dorn Spinal Therapy 

[ Breuss Spinal Massage [ Kinesiology

[ CranioSacral Therapy

Hayley Jordan understands that everyone is different, what works for 
one person may not work for the next. Therefore, she “combines” the 
treatments which she offers in order to get the best results for each 
individual client.

She mostly works on 
improving and treating 
chronic aches and pains, 
chronic headaches and 
migraines, stress, insomnia, 
anxiety, and so forth. 
Common things that the 
majority experience, to 
different degrees.  These 
treatments cover various 
aspects of the person that requires healing, i.e. treating physical, 
emotional, mental and nutritional aspects. Hayley offers the 
following:

DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE - Used to realign deep layers of 
muscle and other connective tissue. It is beneficial for tense, tight 
areas, and to release chronic patterns of tension in the body.

DORN SPINAL THERAPY - Correcting misalignments in the 
spine, pelvis and other joints.  The treatment consists of a range 
of unique manual techniques to help joints and vertebrae gently 
slip back into their natural position without crunching or any high 
impact techniques. 

BREUSS SPINAL MASSAGE - A gentle intervertebral disc 
massage.  Beautifully complements the Dorn treatment, or can be 
used on its own or with other therapies.  This massage stretches, 
energises and regenerates the spine.

CRANIOSACRAL THERAPY - Releases restrictions deep in 
the body to relieve pain and improve health and performance.  It is 
suitable for all ages. CranioSacral Therapy has been used to treat 
a variety of conditions, including migraines, headaches, persistent 
pain, anxiety, birth trauma, TMJ problems, insomnia, back and 
neck pain, among others.

KINESIOLOGY - Kinesiology works with the body’s energies, 
offering a safe and effective way to maintain health, enhance 
wellbeing and upgrade performance. 

40      YEARS

1972
2012

Edgemead
40th Anniversary 
Commemorative 

Stickers
(16 x 12 cm) available 
at Edgemead Library. 

Only R5
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SURGERY
Dr J. KIRKBY

Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE

EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE

(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699

EDGEMEAD TENNIS CLUB NEWS
By: Christine Rossouw

JUNIOR AND SENIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
The annual club championships were held recently over a period of 4 weekends. Rain 
was not a factor this year and the championships ran smoothly. This is the second year 
that the club has run the Juniors and Seniors sections together and it works very well.
Results were as follows:
Seniors: Men’s champion: Luke Potter
 Ladies champion:  Jennilee de Hahn
 Men’s doubles champions:  Craig Griffiths/Pierre Groenewald
 Ladies doubles champions:  Christine Rossouw/Gillian McKinnon
 Mixed doubles champions:  Christine Rossouw/Craig Griffiths
Juniors: Boys champion:  Adrian Withers
 Boys Doubles champion:  Adrian Withers/Steven van Wyk
 Most improved & Commitment: Michael Moreland
 Sportsmanship:  Milann Vermeulan.
          Congratulations to all.

SENIOR WIMBLEDON DAY AT EDGEMEAD TENNIS CLUB:
What a great day! Some rain was expected, but fortunately for us there was none. So there 
was no need to close the roof. 

However, the court builders decided to turn up - 2 days early - and began cleaning, thus 
wetting, the courts! But thankfully the tournament directors quickly put a stop to that. After 
all, how dare they stop Edgemead’s very own Wimbledon Day.

Altogether, there were 28 entries, and it was great to see our juniors taking part as well.
The winners were as follows: Men’s section: Fred Dupont 
 Ladies section:  Lynda Walker
 Best dressed:  Gillian Mc Kinnon& Di Haggons
There were a few Lucky number winners as well.
Thank you to all who came and supported, and to those who couldn’t make it , you missed 
out on a great afternoon. Hopefully we will see you at the next one!

WOMENS TENNIS DAY: THURSDAY 9 AUGUST
Men are welcome if they dress up like a woman.

JUNIOR WIMBLEDON DAY AT EDGEMEAD TENNIS CLUB:
During the holidays, Hot Shot Tennis Academy ran a Wimbledon Fun Day for the 
Juniors at the Edgemead Tennis Club.

Again, the weather was perfect. New skills were learnt, and most of all, everybody had 
lots of fun. Hotdogs, chips, sweets and oranges were handed out, medals and certificates 
were awarded, and even some spot prizes were given to some of the players.

Many parents and family members came to support and watch, and were pleasantly 
surprised by the children’s talent and sportsmanship.

On behalf of all the coaches, I’d just like to thank everyone for a fabulous day.

For more information, please contact: 
Christine Rossouw on 0215585750 or 0829695479
or visit our website at: www.edgmeadtennis.za.net

Winners of Junior Wimbledon Day
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                         EDGEMEAD BOWLING CLUB
                            By: Patrick McGuinness

ANNUAL ALL CAPE BOWLS COMPETITION:
Alan Meadows and his team from Edgemead ended up 2nd in the 
Plate Division in All Cape, which was held in Cape Town this year.

EDGEMEAD/MILNERTON MIDWEEK COMPETITION:
Edgemead hosted the Competition this year, and after 6 weeks of 
great bowls, these were the final results:

A Section: 1st place went to R. Maggot and his team from Durbanville.
2nd place went to D. Blight and his team from Edgemead.
3rd place went to “Lucky” and his team from Oakdale.

B Section: The winners were P. Kotze and his team from Edgemead.

AIR FORCE VISIT TO EDGEMEAD
Edgemead also hosted a team from the Air Force on the 29th of June. The day ended with 
Edgemead being the winners.

EDGEMEAD BOWLING CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM will be held on the 23rd July.
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For those who might not know, Jack’s offers on site paint mixing.

So before you go to another store, try    
Jack’s first.

Why? Because at Jack’s, you are met 
at the door by friendly faces who are 
genuinely willing to help.

People have the perception 
that “bigger stores have better 
deals” or that “smaller stores 
have higher prices”.

This is not true.

Smaller stores not only mean 
attention to detail, but also 
a personal relationship with 
customers as each  and every 
customer is important.

Here’s what they’re offering:  
         •   Colour matching of paints
         •   Paint mixing in colour
         •   All tinting and eye-matching 
     – all done in store!
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Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch patrols with the City
Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch (ENW) held a combined operation in Edgemead 
on Saturday the 30th of June, with the aim of highlighting problem areas and creating 
awareness among Edgemead residents.  It all began when the ENW invited ward councillor 
Alderman James Vos to join us on a patrol. Alderman Vos then invited senior officials from 
Displaced Peoples Unit, Law Enforcement, traffic services and Metro Police. The ENW 
also joined forces with SAPS, District Watch and Swart Security. Proceedings started at 
the sector communications office where Chairman Ian Cormack welcomed and briefed 
everyone on the morning’s activities. A patrol route was planned by Operations Controller 
and Vice-Chairman Tony Kirby ensuring that pertinent areas were visited. Approximately 
12 vehicles then proceeded in convoy to the Bains Way field alongside the N7, a popular 
spot for vagrants to camp overnight. Pictures were taken and notes were made. The 
patrol then moved on to other “hotspots” in Edgemead where officials were informed 
of the problems experienced there. The convoy then converged at the shopping centre’s 
open field where coffee and muffins were served to the cold and hungry patrollers. The 
authorities are now well informed and have now experienced our problem areas first-hand. 
Thank you to everyone involved.

ENW encourages residents
Chairman Ian Cormack also joined the residents of Sherwood Crescent who have decided 
to form a street committee. This was an initiative of Kathy Law, who invited all residents 
to a short information session about the ENW and the benefits of a street committee. 
Chairman Cormack encouraged them to join the ENW and then operate as a sub-forum, 
where they will be the eyes and ears for each other in their street. Cormack also urged all 
other residents to consider forming similar committees in their streets.

For more information, please call: 082 359 2001, or visit our website
at: www.edgemeadwatch.org.za

Running is tougher in winter for most 
of us, but it is great to see the number of 
members enjoying themselves at training 
runs and races. It is always a challenge for 
race organisers during winter months, yet 
the turn-out at races is always amazing. 
The dedication and commitment of the 
running fraternity in the Western Cape is 
truly inspiring. In the month of June, we 
have seen some great times and PB’s by our 
members in the 10, 15 & 21.1km races; with 
members regularly being placed in the top 3 
age category positions. Well done to all of 
you and keep up the great running!

A total of 14 members completed the 
Comrades Ultra Marathon on the 3rd of June! 
Gay Thorpe, Christo Bothma and Simon 

Swartz completed their 1st Comrades. The 
months of preparation and commitment to 
training has definitely paid off.  Michele 
Murry and Gary Ristow also deserve  
special mention. Gary completed his 20th 
Comrades and Michele was the 284th (15th 
master) lady overall. Congratulations to all! 

Our weekly Pilates class on Mondays, 
time trial on Tuesdays and our Wednesday 
and Thursday training sessions remain 
popular and we have new faces joining 
us at every session. Thank you to Gavin 
for assisting with the coaching duties, to 
Jennifer, Mike and Pierre for your guidance 
with the club’s beginner group and lastly 
to the committee for your commitment and 
service! 

 By supporting our Advertisers, you support our community
The Edgemead News is owned by Edgemead Residents 

Association, a non-profit Association, and any 
funds we may raise will flow 

back into the community.

SAPS Sector Police Patrol Van 079 894 1211

House Numbers are Important
What if you urgently need the police, 
a fire engine or an ambulance… and 
they can’t find you! 

Sometimes people repaint their 
houses, or do building alterations, and 
then forget to put the house number 
back.  

Please check that your number is 
clearly visible from the street and, if 
necessary, put up a second number – 
some addresses in Edgemead are very 
difficult to find.

by Francois Gouws
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Councillor’s Comment
DA Ward Councillor Alderman James Vos
Tel. 021 590 1680                   Fax 021 590 1685

james.vos@capetown.gov.za
At the June meeting of the Sub-council several motions were passed 
focusing on municipal service delivery related matters. I submitted a 
proposal calling for the introduction of alternative penalties in the form of 
community service for offenders found guilty of littering and dumping. 
The fact of the matter is that ratepayers’ money is used for municipal 

teams to regularly clean and maintain our suburbs, in the best interests of the community; 
yet lawless and callous individuals persist in littering and dumping. These selfish acts are 
unacceptable in a civilized society, lead to environmental and societal degradation, increase 
health risks, and encourage crime. We also discussed the route of passing stricter standards 
and guidelines in respect of curtailing the emissions at the Chevron Refinery. I believe that 
by introducing stringent measures improved air quality can be achieved.
 Several meetings were convened at my behest with the Public Transport Department of the 
City of Cape Town to discuss the planned MyCity bus routes to the major roads in Montague 
Gardens and Century City. I have made several submissions to motivate for the creation 
of feeder routes into our areas of Bothasig, Edgemead and the surrounding suburbs such 
as Summer Greens and Richwood. Good news is that the officials are busy working on 
these proposals for additional feeder routes into the areas under my jurisdiction with the 
implementation of the major routes.   
 Since the last edition of the Edgemead News, I had the privilege to represent our city in my 
capacity as council’s portfolio member for Tourism and Events at the World Sport Accord 
convention in Canada. My role was mainly to influence the international sporting federations 
to consider holding major events in Cape Town as I am of the opinion that it will contribute 
to economic and social advantages. Exciting news is that I have received feedback from the 
World Sport Accord panel in Copenhagen that they will be sending a delegation to Cape 
Town later this month where I will together with our Mayor work through the details of our 
host arrangements. 
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New Swart Security
Dedicated Motorbike Patrols

By: Hendrik Swart
We have identified the need for a motorbike 
patrol in our response area. Not everyone 
can afford the 
cost of an alarm 
service or to 
have their homes 
monitored by a 
security company. 
Therefore we have 
now launched our 
Dedicated Motorbike Patrols to make sure 
that your home gets regular visits, done on 
a  daily basis, for a small nominal fee per 
month.
Advantages of this service:  
•	 Month to Month agreement
•	 Regular Patrols with Patrol Slips
•	 Cost effective
•	 Prepaid Service

Call our offices today and speak to one of 
our  Consultants to find out more.
CALL NOW: 021 558 1822

Of planes and pit latrines . . .
By: Lee Engeler

There were many relieved sighs at the 
announcement that the order for a new 
presidential jet was to be cancelled, because 
the R2billion could be better spent on 
something such as education. However, 
until a court case was recently brought 
against the Basic Education Department, 
few people knew just how appalling the 
situation was.  

One pit latrine for 90 pupils was one of 
the horrifying facts that emerged during 
the court case.  Equally disgraceful was 
the report of 90 pupils in a single Grade 9 
classroom.

As more shocking disclosures were 
made, it became clear that the Department 
deserved the local press headlines such as 
“Schools of Shame”. There are thousands 

of schools with no electricity and, even 
worse, thousands with no water. Almost 
half of the roughly 25,000 public schools 
still use pit toilets – and the children often 
cannot wash their hands.  

It was reported that, at a school in 
Mitchells Plain, there are some 1200 pupils 
and 32 toilets with old, corroded pipes 
and broken toilet seats.  Because there are 
no tiles, urine has sometimes seeped into 
the cement and the toilets are so bad that 
some pupils have become ill – there were 
in fact two cases verified by doctors where 
children caught hepatitis C from the toilets.

As far as actual education is concerned, 
it came to light that only about 10% of 
schools have a library or a laboratory, and 
less than 30% have computer centres.

An environment where 
eight to ten pupils are 
forced to share one table 
is hardly conducive to 
learning, nor are leaking 
roofs or ‘gaping potholes’ 
in classroom floors.  

Small wonder that 
the government is 
being taken to court in 
an attempt to force the 
introduction of minimum 
norms and standards.  
And urgent attention to 
the crisis in our education 
system must surely take 
priority over luxury 
planes.



  July 2012Edgemead News

www.edgemeadnews.co.zaPage 16


