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INFORMAL TRADING PLAN IN THE PIPELINE -- HAVE YOUR SAY
Some know him as the ‘Veggie Man’. Others refer to the spot as to Du Toit which grants him permission to trade while an official
the ‘Fruit and Veg Stand’. What really matters to most is the juicy trading plan is being drawn up for areas where bays have not yet
delicious fruit, fresh vegetables, honey and homemade jams on been allocated for trading. Once bays have been allocated there
offer. Alheit Du Toit made his presence known in Edgemead two will be more control over informal traders, where traders will be
years ago when he first started his business next to the taxi rank at expected to pay monthly rent, keep their area tidy and ensure they
the Edgemead Village Centre. Unfortunately for Du Toit, it was an are trading within a confined space demarcated for trading purposes.
Du Toit does not have any objections to the proposed Informal
unwelcoming one. Within the hour of him starting to trade police
Trading Plan. He believes it will create some form of control which
officers were on the scene.
According to a recent media release by Ward Councillor James is essential as currently “anyone can trade with permission from
Cape Town City Council”. His
Vos, an informal trading plan
only concern is the space. To
for Edgemead, Monte Vista and
expand his business he would
Bothasig is in its developing
need the bays provided to be
stages. Mayoral Committee
spacious enough to allow for a
Member for Economic Environlarger fruit and vegetable stand in
mental and Spatial Planning
the near future.
Alderman
Belinda
Walker
The Informal Trading Plan
comments, “Informal trading
proposes two trading bays in
provides opportunities to those
Monte Vista along Monte Vista
who are unemployed as well as
Boulevard, 15 informal trading
offering a vibrant alternative
“opportunities” in Bothasig just
to established retail options.
off Plattekloof Road, and three
The plan in its final form will
trading bays next to the taxi rank
allow traders to operate in a
in Edgemead, currently where
better regulated environment,
thereby minimising the perceived The Veggie Man, Alheit Du Toit, assisting a client at his fruit and Du Toit has erected his fruit and
negative impact they may have on vegetable stand next to the taxi rank at Edgemead Village Centre. Du Toit vegetable stand.
All residents and other interesidents and other businesses”.
set up shop two years ago after he was retrenched from METRO Cash
rested parties are encouraged to
After working more than 30 & Carry where he worked as a senior manager for more than 30 years.
Photo: Hennie Pretorius voice their opinion so that the
years for METRO Cash & Carry
Du Toit was retrenched. This led him to alternative means of making City of Cape Town can consider all comments before deciding
a living. Instead of standing on the street corner with a sign in his whether to adopt, amend or reject the draft Informal Trading Plan.
hand, he started selling fruit and vegetables. Du Toit produced what Comments can be submitted to either Liesl Kenny (LieslAnn.
he believes to be a permit to trade issued by the City of Cape Town Kenny@capetown.gov.za) or Samantha October (Samantha.
to the police officers the day he was accosted, after which the police October@capetown.gov.za). Written comments can also be dropped
off at the Sub Council Offices. The deadline for any comments is
officers departed.
Councillor Vos explains that a concession letter has been issued 6 April 2013.
By Hennie Pretorius

This Publication Remains the Property of Edgemead Residents Association and is Never Sold.
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Chairman’s Corner

again time for a new committee to be elected. It is my hope that they
will all stand again but that additional willing men and women of our
community will step forward and volunteer their services. The new
committee will continue right where the old committee left off, but
with fresh ideas and renewed enthusiasm.
The new committee members must be nominated by you, and the
process is fairly simple. In order to nominate an individual, simply fill
in the nomination form included in this issue of Edgemead News, or
you can obtain a nomination form by emailing us or visiting our website
www.edgemeadnews.co.za and looking under the ‘Constitution’
section. All nomination forms must be submitted to the Secretary
by noon on Wednesday April 3rd, either by posting to P.O. Box 1,
Edgemead 7407, or by emailing to edgemead.ra@gmail.com.
The AGM this year will be held on 18 April at 19h30 at the
Edgemead Community Hall. With natural disasters occurring around
the world, and increasing in frequency, we have invited the City’s
Disaster Risk Management team to address us, and to answer many
of our “what if” questions. We will also have reports from our ward
councillor, as well as from the ERA, and the new committee will be
elected. I hope that people will come and join us for an informative
and relevant meeting, and share some warm beverages and biscuits
afterwards with both the old and new committee members.

It has been a privilege to serve as chairman
of the current ERA committee which was
elected almost a year ago. This will be my
final column and, as such, I’d like to tell
you about seven wonderful people serving
in various roles.
Carl, our vice chair, has constantly
been collecting and forwarding reports
of potholes, dead street lights, and other
irritations in order to get them fixed as
soon as possible. Andre, treasurer and desktop publisher, and Hennie,
Edgemead News editor and a recent addition to the committee, as
well as Lee, our past editor, have produced one great Edgemead News
after another. Heather and Jeremy, who recently had an adorable
little boy, have kept us organised and in contact, with Heather as the
ERA secretary and Jeremy running the website. Lorraine who holds
the Neighbourhood Watch portfolio and Judy with the Seniors’ Club
portfolio, have ensured that security and senior’s issues are quickly
addressed or reported.
Together, they have all done a wonderful job, working hard to
address concerns and make improvements so that Edgemead can be
enjoyed by all those who live in this beautiful suburb. But it is once Rocco du Plessis

The 39th
Annual General Meeting Of
Edgemead Residents’ Association
will be held at the

EDGEMEAD COMMUNITY HALL
at 19H30 on
THURSDAY 18 APRIL 2013
Hear the City’s Disaster Risk Management team give
an important presentation on the basics of survival
fresh water, clean food, keeping warm, etc.
Learn how to look after yourself and your family by
planning and preparing for an emergency or disaster.
Have your say and ask questions of the
ERA Committee and Councillor James Vos.
Elect your new ERA Committee.
Enjoy tea, coffee, biscuits and a chat after the
meeting.
Remember every resident of Edgemead aged 18 or
over is automatically a member of ERA.
You do not have to own a property.
There are no membership fees.

To Whom should ERA
make a Donation?

Although a non-profit, community organisation, surplus funds gradually accumulate
and the ERA is then happy to be able to
plough this money back into the community.
The last donation was made to Edgemead
Library two years ago, and we’re now asking
for residents’ suggestions as to deserving
beneficiaries in our suburb. Please email
your ideas to the Association: Edgemead.
ra@gmail.com; or put a note in the little
letterbox underneath the notice boards at
the shopping centre; or post to P.O.Box 1,
Edgemead 7407.
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NOMINATIONS FOR NEW ERA COMMITTEE

A new committee will be voted in at the AGM. In order to nominate an individual, simply
fill in the nomination form included in this issue of Edgemead News, or you can obtain
a nomination form by emailing the secretary at edgemead.ra@gmail.com or by visiting
our website www.edgemeadnews.co.za and looking under the ‘Constitution’ section. All
nomination forms must be submitted to the secretary by noon on Wednesday April 3rd,
either by posting to P.O. Box 1 Edgemead 7407, or by emailing a copy to edgemead.ra@
gmail.com. Election will take place at the AGM on 18 April 2013.
Do you have a few hours to spare once a month? Then please join the ERA Exco and serve
your community – we are always looking for people willing to help and the more there are,
the lighter the task.
Completed Nomination Forms must be sent to the Association not later than 15 days before
the date of the AGM.
Post to P.O.Box 1, Edgemead 7407 or place in small letterbox under the notice boards at
the shopping centre.
This form is also available on our website www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Edgemead Residents Association Executive Committee Nomination Form
NOMINEE
Name and Surname:_______________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Number:_________________________________________________________________________
Acceptance signature:________________________________________

Date:_____________________

PROPOSER
Name and Surname:______________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
Contact Number:________________________________________________________________________
Signature:_________________________________________________

Date:_____________________

SECONDER
Name and Surname:______________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
Contact Number:________________________________________________________________________
Signature:_________________________________________________

www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Date:_____________________
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Rates Valuation Objections
Now is the time lodge your objections!
“By now you will have received your property valuation from
the City of Cape Town. If you feel your municipal valuation is
too high, you can lodge your objection before the end of April
2013, but you will need a comparative market analysis from a
reputable property agency, or a valuer, in order to do so.”

We offer this service free of charge.
Make an appointment to see us at our new office at
SuperPlants, Bothasig - Tel: 021-559-5231 or contact:

Carl 082-600-2660 or carl@silvertreeproperties.co.za

Join our winning team!
Now recruiting...sales & rental agents.
Various positions & opportunities available.
All enquiries handled with confidentiality.

Job satisfaction
Training
Unlimited earning potential
Mentorship
Contact Andrew on: 083-894-2179 or andrew@silvertreeproperties.co.za

www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Page 3

Edgemead News

March 2013

working out codes, fishing, pin the tail on the fox, cotton ball paint
1st Edgemead Air Scouts and Cubs
shooting, campfire karaoke, pea shooting, ten pin bowling and
by Vanessa Yaxley
2013 has started with a bang for 1st Edgemead Air Scouts and musical instruments.
Cubs! We are very proud to have come second out of seven groups We are looking forward to our community outreach event with
in the Table Bay District swimming gala held on 26 January. We the residents of Farmersfield Village on 30 March where we will be
having an Easter egg hunt and Easter
would like to thank the Bothasig Rovers
bonnet parade.
who organized the event for the superb
Our numbers have grown substantially
organisation and smooth running of the
over the last year. We now have about
afternoon. We had a fantastic turn out of
28 cubs and 17 scouts regularly
our cubs and scouts who all did their best
attending weekly meetings. With the
in each race and made us extremely proud.
increase in cub numbers, we are very
Without the amazing participation of all
pleased to welcome Andrew Imrie as an
the scouters, moms, dads and aunties that
assistant pack scouter to our cub pack!
all took part in the adult races we would
His contribution has already been of
not have achieved the points needed to do
enormous value and we look forward to
so well.
many great years of scouting together.
Our scouts and cubs also attended the
Thank you to the dedicated and
BP Sunday service and fun day on Sunday
committed cubs, scouts, scouters,
24 February at the Sea Scout base in
committee members, parents and
Lakeside to celebrate the birthday of our
founder of scouting – Lord Baden Powell. Andrew Imrie, who has recently joined the cub pack as an families who have all pulled together to
Great fun was had by all at the various assistant pack scouter, busy teaching Edgemead Cubs how grow the 1st Edgemead Scout group to
where we are today!
activities. Some of the activities included
to cook on a fire with a billy can.

“I like not only to be loved,
but also to be told
I am loved.”
George Eliot

Alexandra

Boutique & Alterations
Smart Casual clothing for all ages
Come see our extensive range of
winter knitwear
All proudly made in South Africa
Alterations

(Women’s, Men’s and children)

Individual Attention

Excellent Service is our
Secret of Success
Tel Ro Maher: 021

559 7336
083 969 5432

Email: romaher@mweb.co.za
Shop 11, Edgemead Village Centre
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●

Health

●

Energy

Cardio Dance & Tone
PLATTEKLOOF GLEN & MONTE VISTA
Licensed, FitSA Accredited &
Consumer Protection Act Compliant
Fees payable monthly
MORNING AND EVENING CLASSES
only 45 minutes

ADRENALYNNE

Energetic Lifestyle Gym for Ladies
Lynne

021 558 9832
082 575 6925

info@adrenalynne.co.za

www.adrenalynne.co.za

January fires

by Hennie Pretorius
The Western Cape was welcomed into the
New Year by some of the worst fires seen in 30
years. Late January saw a fire in the Cederberg
claim the life of at least one person, leading to
the evacuation of tourists from a guest lodge.
The fire burnt for several days before it was extinguished.
On 28 January a fire in Franschhoek spurred on by strong winds
destroyed many homes and led to the evacuation of several farms.
On 17 January Edgemead and Monte Vista were threatened by
a fire which broke out in an open field off Montague Avenue. No
injuries were reported but strong winds made it difficult for fire
fighters to extinguish the fire.

EDGEMEAD TENNIS
CLUB

Summer is usually a time when veld fires are common due to the dry
conditions and strong winds. In order to help minimise the severity
of the destruction fires cause they should be speedily reported to the
City of Cape Town’s Fire and Rescue Service (CTFRS). The Control
Centre in Goodwood deal with all emergency calls. Emergencies
can be reported by dialing 107 from a landline or 021 480 7700
from a cellphone. Fire Control can also be contacted directly on 021
590 1900. Fires that are known to be deliberately started should be
reported to Law Enforcement on 021 596 1999.
A ‘Stompie’ hotline is also available where residents can report
motorists illegally disposing of their cigarette butts by flicking
them out of the windows of their cars. ‘Stompies’ are known to
start fires, especially during the hot dry summer months. The
location, date and time of the incident needs to be recorded as well
as a description of the vehicle. Witnesses may be required to give
an official statement to the police. The number for the ‘Stompie’
hotline is 021 424 7715.

By Christine Rossouw
Edgemead Tennis Club is looking for
new members. Young, old, beginner,
intermediate, advanced – all are welcome. Qualified coaches
provide private or group lessons. We have senior and junior
leagues, social tennis, as well as fun tennis days which include
a Generation Gap Competition, Wimbledon Tennis Day and, a
Christmas in July Tennis Tournament. Bar facilities are available
for members. Several fund raising evenings are held including a
horse racing evening, pool table competition evening, weekends
away, potjie competition and many ‘braais’ at the club while big
sports events are watched on our TV.
For more information please contact Christine Rossouw on
021 558 5750 or 082 969 5479.
Alternatively visit our website at:
www.edgemeadtennisclub.za.net - you will be pleasantly surprised.
www.edgemeadnews.co.za
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A letter to the editor

by Keith Horton
I was recently involved in a motorbike accident, 30 January 2013, outside the
Edgemead Shopping Centre. I write to you to thank everybody involved for their
support and true Edgemead community spirit!
So often we go about our lives not realising what is right in front of us and it often
becomes easier to complain about the smaller trivial things, taking very little time to
appreciate the good things. I’d like to take the time to appreciate the good and to thank
everyone involved in helping me in my time of need after I was hit off my bike outside
the Edgemead Shopping Centre.
In a matter of no time I was greeted by a qualified first aider. Anita, among several
others, attended to the cut below my chin until the paramedics arrived, and ensured
I did not move my neck to possibly aggravate any further injuries. My wife was
contacted and arrived shortly after. The gentleman involved in the accident was also
very helpful and apologetic. The crowd who gathered around me that evening not only
showed their concern and support, but made way for the paramedics as soon as they
arrived in an orderly fashion, in order for the paramedics to do their job efficiently.
I’d like to thank everybody at the scene for their assistance. I believe there was also
a prayer chain going around Edgemead. I felt a great sense of community spirit and
a sense of unity as everyone did their bit to assist. Thank you Edgemead and keep up
the community spirit!

A ‘shocking’ predicament

– People rushing to qualify as electric fence inspectors
According to national legislation, home owners with electric fencing
now need yet another certificate of compliance when selling their
properties. In addition to the already mandatory electrical, beetle,
plumbing and gas compliance certificates, there must also be one for
electric fencing. But there’s a further complication in that apparently estate agents are battling
to obtain a list of registered fence installers who are qualified to issue these certificates. The MD
of a large property group said that it appeared the law had moved faster than its implementers,
as installers are scrambling to study, attain the required qualifications, and register to enable
them to issue the necessary certificates. For residents’ information, the following criteria are
applicable to electric fencing:
 Minimum wall height of private property must be 1.8m
 Upright brackets may be used without any height restriction
 Angled brackets on inside of wall, and angled out at no more than 45°
 System installed and operated so as to cause no electrical hazard to persons or animals
 Barbed or razor wire may not be electrified
 Electric fencing along a public road or pathway must be identified with yellow warning signs every 10m
Warning signs on all gates and access points.
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EXTRA MATHS
Grade 10 - Grade 12

Achieve your full potential and
stay ahead from day one!
David 072 385 4386 (Gr. 11 - 12)
Aimee 082 460 8324 (Gr. 10)
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History in the making

by Heidi Maselli
Jessica Stanton and Michela Maselli, young residents of Edgemead,
will be competing at the World Junior Ice Skating Synchronized
Championships in Helsinki. They will be leaving on Monday, 4
March. Their assistant coach, Tiana Stanton, will travel with them.
They are part of history in the making as this is the inaugural event of
the World Junior Synchronized Championships.
Tara Viljoen, another young resident of Edgemead, will be
travelling with the novice team to Dumfries, Scotland to take part in
the Trophy d’Ecosse competition from 11 March.
Jessica, Tiana and Michela will also be competing in the World
Senior Synchronized Championships in Boston, USA in April
this year. This is also the first occasion at a World Synchronized
Championship event for a mother and daughter to skate on the same
team.
Synchronized ice skating is the newest of the Figure Skating
disciplines and involves teams of 16 skaters and up to four alternates
performing a variety of footwork, group formations and skating
manoeuvres. They are judged on technical as well as artistic ability
including the speed and unison with which they skate, the difficulty and
accuracy of the formations, as well as the synchronization of heads,
legs, arms and bodies. They must execute a well-balanced program
with a variety of circles, lines, blocks, wheels and intersections.
These skaters started skating many years ago. They have developed
from club participation to private coaching having passed numerous
individual and team skill tests. They participate in annual trial squad
selections prior to
being able to compete as a team at

SURGERY

Pictured Left to Right: Ice skaters Tara Viljoen, Michela
Maselli, Jessica Stanton and Tiana Stanton will be travelling
overseas to represent South Africa at various international
synchronised ice skating competitions.

provincial and national level, from which they are selected for
international competitions.
The teams train extremely hard to be selected to skate internationally
and have to attain the qualifying score which all three teams have
achieved. The skaters have to be very dedicated to their sport - reaping
the rewards when travelling overseas to represent their country.

Dr J. KIRKBY
Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE
EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE

(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699
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THANK YOU ALL THE GENEROUS FOLK OF EDGEMEAD
We at Harcourts Edgemead have been OVERWHELMED by the unbelievable
response we have had to our request for assistance for the Little Lambs charity. To all
you generous contributors, we say a most heartfelt thank you!
Besides assisting destitute young mothers, Little Lambs have also started planting
crèches where little ones can be cared for safely in informal settlements around
Cape Town, while their mums are out working or looking for employment and/or
assistance.
Not only have we received baby clothes, blankets, wool, toiletries etc, we have also
been given books, toys, cots, prams, furniture, carpets, stationery and many other
items to be used in the crèches.
Please continue to contribute to this very worthy cause. There is a box permanently
placed in our ofﬁce at Shop 5, Letchworth Mews, Letchworth Drive, Edgemead,
where you can drop off anything that you are prepared to donate to Little Lambs.
At this signiﬁcant time, should you wish to have a free evaluation of your property,
please donʼt hesitate to give Karen or Wilma a call.

Wilma De Heer
083 387 6769

Karen Moelans
082 337 7455

Contact us at Harcourts on 021 558 0000
Phone: Bothasig
Jeanette 072 123 0657
073 458 7710
Bothasig
Jenny
Monte Vista/
Jean
082 051 1172
Plattekloof Glen
Rentals
Sandy
072 191 2131
We are here to be of service to you!

A fun filled weekend away by Jeannie van Wulven
The De Tyger Leo Club together with Arthur Murray Children’s Home
held a camp for 40 children who had a fun filled action packed weekend
at Hawequas Scout Camp Site in Wellington. The weekend was filled with
entertainment where 25 Leos and Rovers of Monte Vista worked hard to
give the children a fun filled weekend. Crafts, games and camp fire songs
were among some of the organised entertainment. The De Tyger Leos
raised money for the camp by being given the opportunity to have a tuck
shop at a yearly concert run by a local ballet school owned by Melanie
Huggins. The kids received a pack of toiletries donated by the Star Fish
Friends. The local Lions Club contributed food and fruit.
www.edgemeadnews.co.za
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Businesses run from Homes

One positive aspect of the new City Zoning
Scheme is that the registration of home
businesses has been simplified.
● “Home Occupation” means the practising
of an occupation or the conducting of
an enterprise from a dwelling house,
second dwelling, or outbuilding by one
or more occupants who reside on the
property, provided that the dominant use
of the property remains for the living
accommodation of the occupants. This
does not include a house shop.
● No more than 25% of the total floor space
may be used for the home occupation
activity.
● Hours are restricted but perfectly
reasonable being 08h00 to 17h30 on
weekdays and 08h00 to 13h00 on
Saturdays.
● No home occupation shall include
a noxious trade, risk activity, adult
entertainment business, adult services
or shop, sale of alcoholic beverages,
motor repair garage, funeral parlour
or activities that are likely to generate
a public nuisance, including but not
limited to panel beating and spray
painting, auto electrician, builders yard,
welding works, joinery.
● No goods for sale shall be publicly

March 2013

displayed and no external evidence of the
home occupation shall be visible from a
public street, except for an advertising
sign as follows . . .
● No advertising sign shall be displayed
other than a single, un-illuminated sign
or notice not projecting over a public
street…and not exceeding 1,2 sq.m. in
area.
● Only goods which have been produced
or assembled in the home occupation
may be sold from the property.
Details of off-street parking that must be
provided, storage of goods on the premises,
and so on, are listed in the zoning scheme
document on the city website capetown.
gov.za.
To register, it is necessary to submit a plan
showing the area (room/s) of your home
which will be used for the home occupation.
The helpful Town Planning staff for our
area can be contacted on 021 938 8111, and
their offices are on the corner of Voortrekker
Road and Tallent Street in Parow.

As they killed you my Lord
I woke up to the angry shouts.
I was in a wicked crowd.
I saw you hanging on that cross,
With thorns for your crown.
All around was evil.
Insults flying by.
They hung you, my Lord
On that cross to die.
My heart was filled with anguish.
Oh no, what could I do.
The crowd was large and violent.
I couldn’t get near to you.
I was completely helpless.
Soldiers waving swords.
My body paralysed and frozen
As they killed you, my Lord.
Jenni (2012)
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Please be a “FRIEND OF THE EDGEMEAD LIBRARY”

Congratulations to the Head Prefects of Edgemead Primary
for 2013 - Matthew Meehan (left) and Andrew Ritchie (right).

We all enjoy and make such good use of our library, from borrowing a book or
a dvd, to finding a bargain at the boot sales, a treasure at the craft markets, or a
masterpiece at the art exhibitions. And we love the sociable coffee mornings and
book clubs and special functions.
Some of these activities are for fundraising, to enable the library to buy more
books and materials from which we all benefit, but Friends are desperately needed
to support and help the library in many different ways.
The library has over 8,500 members, and the circulation for 2012 was an
astonishing 265,000 items. The small staff complement of nine is hard pressed to
cope, and that’s where the Friends can be such a boon - an hour or two per week
stacking returned books back onto the shelves, monitoring sales at art exhibitions
or craft markets, mending of favourite old books, or a variety of small admin
tasks. Help is also needed with library programmes, such as children’s holiday
programmes, coffee shops, etc., and residents with green fingers can even help
with the garden.
If you could help, please pop into the library and volunteer - you are sure to be
welcomed with open arms!

Library News by Lorraine Mathewson
Libraries celebrated library week from 16 to 23 March. Many
well organised activities took place. Currently there is still an art
exhibition being hosted by the Edgemead/Monte Vista Library
which ends 13 April. On 4 and 5 April handcraft sessions as
well as story time at 10am for children as part of the holiday
programme will be on offer. Bookings are essential!

On the 4th we will make personalized door signs from old CD’s
and LP’s, and on the 5th we will make glitzy glasses, which can
also serve as masks. A car boot sale is scheduled for Saturday, 6
April. As part of our on-going reading initiative for children, our
new reading programme will run from the beginning of April for
three months.
The library has new telephone numbers. The old numbers will
still work for a while. New numbers: (021) 444 7352/53.

www.edgemeadnews.co.za
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Armed robbery
by Hennie Pretorius
What was meant to be a relaxing day out soon turned out to be a
life threatening moment. Two friends, whose names upon request
have been omitted from this article, were returning home from
the shops and unbeknown to them, were being followed. After
pulling up in a drive way off Thomas Bowler Avenue at one of
the friend’s houses, two men attached them. After a moment of
struggle the two men grabbed their handbags and sped off. Police
were on the scene within minutes, sirens blaring. Fortunately for
the two friends, no one was hurt.
Edgemead is a pleasant suburb, relatively crime free thanks
to the residents and organisations such as the Edgemead
Neighbourhood Watch. Unfortunately it is not entirely free of
crime. One needs to be on the lookout at all times. If there are
strangers lurking around your home rather drive around the
block or to a friend’s house. Be vigilant of cars that might have
been on your tail for some time.
Even though no one was hurt physically, the emotional scars
after such an ordeal can last a lifetime. Prevention is better than
a cure. Let’s stand together. Look out for each other. Stay safe.

It was

Unusual collective nouns
A troubling of goldfish

A parade of elephants

An embarrassment of pandas

An aurora of polar bears

An implausibility of gnus

A quiver of cobras

A whiteness of swans

A shiver of sharks

An ambush of tigers

A zeal of zebras

A galaxy of starfish

Page 12

www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Edgemead News

March 2013

www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Page 13

Edgemead News

March 2013

by Francois Gouws

Edgemead Runners is a locally based running club that is affiliated to
Western Province Athletics. The motto of the club is Fitness and Friendship
and the emphasis of the club is to serve the community at large. The club has
a large road running following, with walkers becoming involved in the last
few years. The club caters for runners and walkers on all levels - advanced,
intermediate & beginner level. A comprehensive beginner’s programme
was launched in 2010.
The club house is situated behind the Edgemead Community Hall in
Edgemead Drive, Edgemead. Weekly club activities take place throughout
the year and offer the following to the members of the club:
• Club pack runs and training sessions on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays.
• Time trials (3, 5 or 8km) on Tuesdays - starting at 18h00 in winter and
18h15 in summer.
• On Wednesdays the members either participate in official races sanctioned
by Western Province Athletics or join the club training sessions.
• On Saturdays members have a choice of races within the Province or one
of the surrounding Provinces.
• On Sundays members are again offered the odd race or else attend the
club’s pack run or training session.
The first Tuesday of each month is the club’s social get-together night where
all members have the opportunity to bring their families along and enjoy
the evening. Runners who excelled in the previous month are rewarded at
these evenings.
Other social events include two annual pasta evenings prior to the Two
Oceans and Comrades Ultra Marathons, a family weekend away which the
club subsidises, and social gatherings such as braais, motivational speakers
and demonstrations aimed at family and friends.
Edgemead Runners welcomes everyone wanting to get fit, start walking
or running and even those
that want to start running
again after years of inactivity.
If you would like to find out
more about us and/or join
the club please go to www.
edgemeadrunners.org.za or
email us on committee@
edgemeadrunners.org.za.
Alternatively you can contact
Kim Boshoff (Ladies Club
Captain) on 083 289 8651 or
Arnold Nardy (Men’s Club
Captain) on 084 580 8482 for
more info.
“It is never too late to be
what you might have been.”
George Eliot
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Getting The Basics Right For
Childcare

Article supplied by Councillor James Vos
A report revealed that 24 crèches and aftercare facilities in
the areas of Bothasig and Edgemead are not yet registered
or entirely compliant with legislation. This report comes
after several investigations were instigated by Sub-council
chairman and Ward Councillor James Vos to assess
the conditions and paperwork of all Early Childhood
Development Centres (ECD) in his ward.
The Children’s Act 38 of 2005 prescribes in Chapter 5
Subsection 78 (2) that a Partial Care facility (Crèche) must
comply with the prescribed national norms and standards.
According to Vos, the Children’s Act also clearly states
that the child’s need for development and growth is a
prerequisite. “A child needs to be able to play and engage
in activities that suit the child’s age and developmental
capacity,” says Vos.
Vos explains that with so many parents working there
is a growing need for childcare facilities but, to his great
concern, the examinations have revealed that there are
many unregistered facilities. This indicates that there are
childcare facilities without the knowledge or approval
of Social Services, the Environmental Health, or Town
Planning sections of the municipality. According to him,
there are only eight facilities appropriately registered in
these areas.
In an attempt to get these centres registered and
compliant with legislation, Vos is now on a mission to
get the relevant departments of council and the provincial
department of Social Development to ensure that all these
premises are evaluated and in addition to this, he is also
planning a registration information session for the owners
and principals of crèches and aftercare centres to provide
them with assistance and information on the registration
procedures.
The councillor laid emphasis on the fact that well run ECD
centres are vital for the positive growth and development
of the city and by ensuring that children are left in safe and
competent care. “It is not enough just to have ECD centres
in place,” says Vos and he further states these centres must
be of the highest standard if they are to make an impact in
the development and education of these children.
The workshop will take place on Tuesday 23 April
2013 at the Bothasig Town Hall in Link Road from
13:00. ECD centres which do not yet fully comply with
the legislation and those requiring any assistance will
receive advice and guidance on meeting its minimum
requirements and other advantageous programmes.
Vos encourages all ECD centres to take advantage of
this workshop so as not to miss out on the wide range
of services that are available to registered centres.
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Councillor’s Comment
DA Ward Councillor Alderman James Vos
Tel. 021 590 1680

Fax 021 590 1685

james.vos@capetown.gov.za
Having been born and raised in Bothasig and
personally witnessing many serious accidents
at the major intersection
of Bosmansdam Road
with Vryburger Avenue
and Edgemead Drive,
it was important for me
to lobby the authorities
for the installation of
permanent
cameras
at this crossing in an
attempt to prevent red
light skipping and speeding violations. I
am pleased to report that our investigations
have finally warranted the installation of
permanent cameras at this intersection.
I am very concerned about the disturbing and
complete disregard for traffic and municipal
by-laws that exists throughout the city. On a
daily basis one sees flagrant breaches of traffic
regulations and contravention of municipal
by-laws. It is clear that the citizens of Cape
Town are reaching the end of their patience
with the present traffic policing system.
I have received shocking statistics to prove
that speeding is a major problem on our
roads and those stringent measures are vitally
important to be taken against perpetrators of
traffic violations. During the course of last
year a total of 8528 speeding fines were issued
in my ward which covers the areas of Bothasig
and Edgemead, with more than 1550 fines for
other traffic violations including taxi and stop
street offences, illegal U-turns, unroadworthy
vehicles, and since the beginning of this
year approximately 40 arrests were made for

Monte Vista Rangers
who form part of the

World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts

would like to invite you to come and join
us at our craft market. This will happen the
first Saturday of every month
from 9:00-12:00
at the Monte Vista Guide/Scout Hall.

driving under the influence of alcohol for the
same areas.
Since the newly constructed Bosmansdam
Road and Giel Basson Drive extensions
have become operational, speeding has
increased and turned them into racetracks
due to its uninterrupted length making it very
dangerous for the many road users such as
cyclists and pedestrians.
I have addressed several motions to
the Safety & Security Directorate of the
municipality requesting that more funding
be provided to the Traffic Services, Law
Enforcement, and Metro Police for the next
financial year which would enable them to
train and appoint more officers, source more
vehicles, and obtain more equipment. Good
news is that Council has made provision
for additional funding to go towards these
functions, in addition to the deployment of a
rent-a-cop in my ward to be funded from my
councillor budget.
In the meanwhile I have written to the
Traffic authorities asking for a total clamp
down on the lawlessness of motorists ignoring traffic rules and turning our residential streets
into racetracks. They must beef up their visible enforcement throughout all areas.

Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch AGM

by Ian Cormack
The ENW held it’s AGM on Monday 25 February. Alderman James
Vos was the guest speaker and presented, among other topics, the
differences between the various law enforcement agencies within the City of Cape Town. He also
thanked the ENW for their valuable contribution to making Edgemead a safer suburb.
The ENW outgoing committee reported back on the past year with several success stories.
These included three very successful fundraising events, combined operations with SAPS, Law
Enforcement and other neighbourhood watches. The past year has seen our membership slowly
grow from 40 at inception to 190 members as at February 2013. Patroller numbers have also
increased resulting in more presence on our roads in the form of foot, bicycle or vehicle patrols.
The outgoing chairman thanked everyone for their support during the year, particularly
committee members, members, Alderman Vos, law enforcement agencies, SAPS, security
companies, and of course all our sponsors and donors. Without these people we would not be an
effective organisation.
Many of the outgoing committee members were re-elected for the coming year. They are
Ian Cormack as chairman, Anthony Kirby as vice-chairman and operations controller, Conrad
Wiegersma as treasurer, and Angelique Pretorius as secretary. Bernard Atkinson, Tony Baard,
Kevin Bosman, Robert Bresler, Etienne Gerber and Adrian Greenwood have also been selected
to serve on the committee.
190 members is still a fraction of the total residents living in Edgemead. Remember that having
a neighbourhood watch in your suburb benefits everyone living and working there, so I challenge
you to come forward and join, donate or support our cause - crime prevention in Edgemead.
Call Ian Cormack on 082 359-2001 or visit the website at www.edgemeadwatch.org.za for
more information.

We have lots of stalls for
you to come visit as well
as a tea garden and lots of
yummy snacks. We look
forward to seeing you at
our future events. For more
information you can contact
Jodie on 079 758 8719.
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RESQ MEDIX CC t/a:

swartsecurity

• ALARM MONITORING

• ALARM UPGRADES

• ARMED RESPONSE

• ALARM INSTALLATIONS

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT

• PARAMEDICAL RESPONSE

• GUARDING SERVICES

• BIKE PATROLS

• FREE QUOTATIONS

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Are you happy with your current security service provider?
Do you get FREE on site medical assistance with qualified paramedical staff?
Is your current security provider legally registered with the legal authorities and can you view
the documents?
Does your current security service provider comply to the Health and Safety rules and
regulations?
If you are not sure or answered NO to any of the questions, then give us a call. At Swart Security we
have taken all the necessary precautions to abide by the rules and regulations to ensure service
excellence and customer satisfaction.

E
E
FRon site Emergency Medical Assistance to ALL Swart Security Clients
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