
April 1972 — The beginning . . . 



You’ve now heard 
some reminiscences 
about the early years 
of Edgemead, but did 
you ever wonder how 
Edgemead actually 
came into being?  
Well, it was this 
whiskery gentleman 
named Ebenezer 
Howard in England 
who dreamed up the 
idea of Garden Cities.



And then it was 
this gentleman, 
Richard 
Stuttaford, who 
brought 
Howard’s concept 
to South Africa, 
the rather grand-
sounding concept 
of “utopian cities 
in which people 
lived 
harmoniously 
together with 
nature.”  



First to be built were 
Pinelands and Meadowridge, 
and then in 1967 a portion of 
the farm Plattekloof was 
acquired, lying at the foot of 
the Tygerberg Hills, and in 
1972 building commenced on 
the Garden City of 
Edgemead. This shows the 
whole of Edgemead, but of 
course the section at the 
bottom was started much 
later, after an additional 
340ha was aquired on which 
an additional 650 houses 
were built.



There’s a lot written about the charming layout and 
careful planning of the suburb, and many of those early 
residents were first time homeowners, and had been on 
waiting lists for years so they were tremendously excited.  
But what they hadn’t anticipated, in addition to their 
bricks and mortar, was sand sand and more sand!  We are 
pretty vulnerable here to both the blustery southeaster 
and the northwesterly gales, and both these prevailing 
winds moved a lot of sand into our homes.



It was difficult to appreciate during the mess of the actual 
building phases, but much consideration was given to the 
physical environment, and use made of cul-de-sacs, curved 
roads, footpaths, informal open spaces and playgrounds to 
create an attractive village environment. To further 
enhance the “streetscape”, many houses were linked by 
walls so that washing lines, refuse bins and other 
unsightly activities were hidden from the street.
Note – not a tree in sight!



This is the very 
first home – Cyril 
Tessendorf’s home

Here is a copy of the 
certificate he received 
in person from 
Richard Stuttaford 
dated 29 April 1972.



UNVEILING

Richard Stuttaford is pictured here at the original 
attractive entrance for the official unveiling of Edgemead
Garden City in 1972.  With him is Selwyn Myers, then 
CEO of Garden Cities who was tremendously supportive 
and helpful and did such a great deal for the suburb.



TENNIS CLUB THEN AND NOW

The first organisation to be formed in our suburb was the 
Edgemead Sports Association, and the first sports facilities 
completed by Garden Cities were two tennis courts, on which the 
first games were played by Tennis Club members early in 1976. In 
fact, when the club was actually founded, there was only one court 
and a bench! Today there are 8 courts, 3 floodlit courts, a much 
enlarged clubhouse, and a most active club with a number of 
league teams as well as social teams. 



MINOR HALL THEN AND NOW

A survey had shown that the most favoured sports amongst the new 
residents of Edgemead were badminton, table tennis and squash, and 
therefore a recreation hall was the number one priority. This eagerly-
awaited hall was completed in 1977 and cost R32,500 - R7,500 was from 
the then Goodwood Municipality, R12,000 was generously given by 
Garden Cities, and R8,000 was raised by the Sports Association, who also 
took a R5,000 interest-free loan from Garden Cities. In fact, this building 
was also used as a Pre-primary School for Edgemead children for three 
years until sufficient funds could be raised for a school building.  



EDGEMEAD CUBS

Edgemead’s first Cubmaster, Jean James-Smith, with James Rasmussen, 
son of Neville and Margaret, taken some time in 1981.



THEN 
AND 
NOW . . .

A few plants in 
evidence, but 
not a tree in 
sight!



THEN 
AND 
NOW . . .



Two early photos of the 
Primary School.  At first, from 
1978, six houses in Lombard 
Way were rented from Garden 
Cities and used until the 
official school building was 
completed five years later.

EDGEMEAD
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL



The authorities said that no funds were available for a high school, but the 
ERA was not prepared to accept this without putting up a fight.  Lots of hard 
work, tenacity and determination were needed and, under the capable 
chairmanship of Steve Hayward, the committees of Edgemead and Monte Vista 
RA's finally met with the Provincial Administrator, successfully convinced him 
of the necessity, and R4,2 million was budgeted for a high school in Edgemead.

EDGEMEAD
HIGH
SCHOOL



After a year in temporary accommodation in Pinelands, the official opening in 
1987 was by the then Director of Education.  The school was painted in a 
rather lurid colour, described by pupils with comments varying from “Big, 
orange and modern”, down to a simple “Wow!” EHS also had the advantage of 
being the last school to be built which included a school hall and its own sports 
fields. In January 1987 there were 210 pupils.  Today there are almost 1300, a 
total staff complement of 76, two IT centres, and many sports facilities.   

EDGEMEAD
HIGH
SCHOOL
CONTINUED



Local photographer Colin Sunkel was 
commissioned to take the first group photo 
and, being the intrepid and determined 
professional that he was, he commandeered 
a forklift on site to enable him to take a 
picture from the most advantageous angle. 

EDGEMEAD HIGH
CONTINUED



EDGEMEAD HIGH
THE SCHOOL IN 2010



Backtracking a few years, after conducting 
numerous surveys as to what types of shops 
residents would like, Garden Cities commenced 
construction of the shopping centre in May 1980.  
The building cost some R500,000, and the average 
rental was then R4,96 per sq.m.  There were 
initially 10 tenants plus a doctor and a dentist 
but, over the years, more and more shops were 
added, and upgrades carried out.  Today there are 
800 post office boxes, 7 public phones, and 284 
parking bays, and the 32 tenants range from the 
two large supermarkets and a pharmacy, through 
restaurants, to little speciality stores.

EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE



And alongside the shopping 
centre the BP Garage is still 
there but what is now 
Letchworth Mews looks very 
different today with its 
business premises below and 
flats above.

LETCHWORTH MEWS



SOME AERIAL PICTURES OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF EDGEMEAD
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SOME AERIAL PICTURES OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF EDGEMEAD



There was a rollerskating area way back then, and another has been laid out 
recently.

WE EVEN HAD A SKATING AREA

STEAM ENGIN



For many years, for obvious reasons, this was known as “the Train Park” and 
was the central meeting point for all the families of the new little suburb of 
Edgemead.  Unfortunately, a few years ago, the engine became badly rusted and 
damaged and had to be removed, but the area is still called “the Train Park”.

‘THE 
TRAIN 
PARK”



It was only in 1989 that 
discussions began for a 
community centre and library 
for Edgemead, and these were 
completed in 1994.  

EDGEMEAD LIBRARY AND 
COMMUNITY CENTRE



For roughly 22 years after completion of the first houses, this amazing suburb 
of ours grew and developed to become the beloved home to 3,400 households.  
There has been no further development for 18 years, mainly because no more 
land was available, with the sole exception of Garden Cities last Erf on 
Letchworth Drive.  

EDGEMEAD’S LAST ERF



But many of the 
benefits which 
new residents 
today take for 
granted are due 
to the hard work 
and dogged 
perseverance of 
some of those 
early “pioneers”, 
to whom the 
whole suburb 
owes much 
gratitude.  They 
were the first to 
adopt the slogan 
which we all 
embrace today: 

Proud to live in 
Edgemead


