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The West Coast Song Festival took place this year in the 
Edgemead Primary School hall on Tuesday 21, Wednesday 
22 and Thursday 23 August. Edgemead Primary’s Junior 
and Senior choirs both performed on the Thursday night 
along with Elkanah House, Monte Vista Primary, Table 
View Primary’s Junior and Senior choirs, and De Vrije Zee’s 
Senior choir.

On arrival, one was greeted by some of the students of 
Edgemead Primary, dressed very smartly in their school 
uniforms, who kindly guided everyone to the different 
parking areas.

Once inside, the very friendly staff of Edgemead Primary 
helped everyone to their seats, and made sure all the guests 
were comfortable.

Continued on page 4

Tanya O’Conner (left) with our popular Principal Librarian, 
Lorraine Mathewson, who has recently hosted a Women’s Day 
function and an Art Exhibition, and still has lots more activities in 
store.                                                               see pages 2 and 13

LEOS DOING THEIR BIT FOR SOCIETY

Members of the Leos at the Annual “Day Fair” at the Good Hope 
Centre.                                                                          see page 5

Edgemead Primary School Senior Choir
Musical Director: Jenny Stark

A BUSY MONTH AT EDGEMEAD LIBRARY

THE WEST COAST
SONG FESTIVAL
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Chairman’s Corner 
The news reports and newspapers have been telling us 
that this was the coldest and wettest August for a decade, 
and that’s probably why so many people have been sick, 
including myself. Fortunately, September is officially 
the beginning of spring, which means the end of the 
annual hibernation period for many creatures, as well as 
for a number of Capetonians.

Vice Chairman Carl Witten chaired the August Exco 
meeting in my absence, and there were a couple of interesting points raised about 
potholes. Apparently these are repaired on a strictly “first come, first served” 
basis, the staff are given lists, and may not deviate from these. But, adding to 
the problem of potholes throughout the City, is an acute national shortage of 
bitumen.  According to Transport Minister Ben Martins, this is in part due to the 
oil companies’ maintenance shutdowns during the peak bitumen consumption 
periods, but also unplanned shutdowns at the refineries and/or insufficient 
storage capacity to maintain minimum bitumen reserves. Unfortunately this is 
impacting not only on a few potholes in a small suburb like Edgemead, but on 
major national road construction and repair projects.

It is also Carl who is in charge of the portfolio of taxis and who promptly 
dealt with a complaint about the trees at the taxi rank.  There were a number of 
fallen branches, but others which were clearly dead but still hanging somewhat 
perilously over the area, and urgently requiring trimming before any pedestrians 
or vehicles were damaged.  We are grateful to the City staff for attending to the 
matter so quickly.

It will still be 3½ weeks from distribution date of this magazine until the 
ERA’s next public meeting on 16 October.  Nearer the time we’ll post notices 
on the board at the shopping centre and in the local press, and we hope that 
many residents will join us for an interesting meeting and a chat afterwards.
Kind regards,
Rocco du Plessis

Important information from 
Edgemead Residents Association

They ARE Car Guards
Unfortunately, it seems that false stories have been 
circulated, perhaps intentionally, to give tenants and 
patrons the impression that the men who recently 
appeared in our shopping centre parking area are not 
car guards and do not need to be given tips. This is not 
what the men themselves told Edgemead News - they 
insist that they are there to try to earn a living – and we 
feel it essential to give residents the facts of the matter.

Tenants have been given a number of contradictory 
stories, one being that these men are not car guards 
but merely customer assistants and therefore need 
not be paid.  Another story is that they are employed 
by a government company.  A third is that it was 
necessary to take urgent action because of the spate 
of car thefts at the shopping centre. Edgemead News 
has established from statistics kindly provided by the 
Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch that there were 
two car thefts within one week at the end of July but, 
apart from those, no car was reported stolen from the 
shopping centre during the entire year to date.

The car guards state that they have been recruited 
by a man named Jonathan who owns various “parking 
sites” in the Peninsula.  Each car guard has to pay 
Jonathan R20 per day for the privilege of working 
here – that’s before they earn even R1 towards fares or 
food for their families. 

Mrs Denise Bryer of Daleglen, owners of the shopping 
centre, was kind enough to speak to our chairman 
about the matter, and confirmed that Daleglen had 
arranged with a company to supply car guards because 
of numerous reports of ‘suspicious characters’ in the 
vicinity of the shopping centre, as well as attempts at 
car theft and break ins.  Mrs Bryer says that the presence 
of car guards will improve the situation.  

As with any other of the omnipresent car guards 
throughout the city of Cape Town, nobody is under 
any obligation to give a gratuity. Edgemead does not 
seem to have needed car guards in the past but, now 
that they have been introduced, we felt it important to 
correct the unfair rumours which have been circulated. 
If anyone wishes to tip, we feel sure that these 
otherwise unemployed men will be most grateful.

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY:
During the first week of October, a holiday programme will be held for the 
children.

On Tuesday 2 October, at 10:00, they will be creating
Spring bugs and listening to stories.

On Friday 5 October, at 10:00, there will be a
Spring picnic, story time and games. 

Wear a special hat and stand a chance to win some prizes.
On Friday 26 October, at 10:00, 

the library wants to invite you to their last coffee shop of 2012. 
Come to the Queen’s tea to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s

Diamond jubilee.
For more information, contact the library at:  021 558 2842.

Why the English language 
is hard to learn

The bandage was wound around the 
wound

The farm was used to produce produce

The dump was so full that it had to 
refuse more refuse

I did not object to the object

The insurance was invalid for the 
invalid

There was a row amongst the oarsmen 
about how to row

They were too close to the door to 
close it

There is no time like the present, so he 
decided to present the present
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Every resident of Edgemead aged 18 years and over is automatically 
a member of the Association, you do not have to own a property 

Please join your Committee at the
Edgemead Residents Association

PUBLIC MEETING
at 19h30

on Tuesday 16 October 2012 
in the Edgemead Community Hall

An opportunity to discuss local matters with us or the Ward Councillor 
or just come and find out what’s happening 

in the area and join us for tea/coffee and a chat afterwards

Fitness      ●      Health      ●      Energy

Cardio Dance & Tone
PLATTEKLOOF GLEN & MONTE VISTA

Licensed, FitSA Accredited &
Consumer Protection Act Compliant

Fees payable monthly
MORNING AND EVENING CLASSES

only 45 minutes

ADRENALYNNE
Energetic Lifestyle Gym for Ladies

Lynne   021 558 9832
           082 575 6925

info@adrenalynne.co.za     www.adrenalynne.co.za

Alexandra
Boutique

Smart Casual clothing
for mature women

Alterations
(Women’s and Men’s)

Individual Attention
We also stock ladies

bowls trousers

Excellent Service
is our

Secret of Success

Tel Ro Maher: 021 559 7336
Email: romaher@mweb.co.za

Shop 11, Edgemead Village Centre

Why should you join a neighbourhood watch?
by Conrad Wiegersma

This is the question, isn’t it? There are many answers but mine always 
leaves the asker dumbfounded – my response: If there is anything that 
I can do to protect my investment with the financial institution that 
owns my house in Edgemead, I will. Think about it, what will happen 
to the selling price of your residence in any area if the neighbourhood 
is shot to pieces? SAPS, the law enforcement agencies and armed 
response companies can only do so much; they need our passive help 
and are very happy to have it. Passive help is the key, neighbourhood 
watch patrollers are not expected to be involved in any action. If action 
is what you want then join the SAPS reserve, they would appreciate 
your assistance but under stringent regulations.

We have a few dedicated patrollers in the Edgemead Neighbourhood 
Watch but need many more. The more patrollers the less time these 
patrollers have to put in looking after all Edgemead residents and 
their properties. Patrol times/shifts are at your convenience. There are 
certain times when combined operations take place with our partners 
which make for interesting and informative patrols.

You are also free to choose the duration and type of patrol you 
would like to do. Most of us average 12 hours per month which is 
minimal if you consider that there are about 720 hours per month. 
Those with more time on their hands put in far over the average. 

Our Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch has over 150 members of 
which only a small percentage are active. Consider this: In Edgemead 
we have 3500 families, or about 7000 residents, occupying 340 
hectares of prime land. Consider this too: In 1972 the first house 
was sold for R14 945, what is your house worth now?

      Doesn’t it make 
sense to allow 
some time for 
your investment 
protection?
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SPRING INTO ACTION!
Edgemead has recently turned 40 . . !
And there are very few experienced agents who have been involved in the growth of 
our beautiful and sought after suburb.

The De Heer and Moelans families have been here since Edgemeads inception 
and are part of the foundation of our suburb.

With this wealth of knowledge Wilma and Karen should be your agents of choice.

You are welcome to pop into our office for Expert and friendly advice whether you 
are selling, buying or renting out your property. 

Monte Vista/
Plattekloof Glen  

Jean   082 051 1172
     

Rentals    Sandy   072 191 2131 
We are here to be of service to you!

Contact us at Harcourts on 021 558 0000
 Phone: Edgemead Wilma 083 387 6769    
 Edgemead  Karen 082 337 7455
 Bothasig Jeanette  072 123 0657
 Bothasig Jenny 073 458 7710

The west coast song festival - continued
Principal Van Vuuren welcomed everyone to the event, and 

especially mentioned the honorary guests who were able to make it.
This included the Western Cape Department of Education 

Minister Donald Grant, and Councillor James Vos, Patron of the 
West Coast Song Festival.

What followed was a “feast of music”, as Principal Van Vuuren 
so beautifully described it.

And that’s exactly what it was.
One can see that many hours of practising were put in by all the 

schools involved, and it definitely paid off.
Congratulations to all the children, their teachers, their parents 

and guardians, all those who supported the choirs and to everybody 
who was involved in the success of this event.

THE WEST COAST SONG FESTIVAL

A Choral Festival
The Cape Town Male Voice choir
Musical Director:  Margie Barlow

and the

Edgemead Primary School 
Senior Choir

Musical Director:  Jenny Stark
Wednesday 26 September

at 19:00 in
Edgemead Primary School, Denison Way, Edgemead

                  Tickets:  R40 unreserved 
                                 R60 reserved
   Edgemead Primary School Office 021 558 1007

The Cape Town Male Voice Choir received a standing ovation 
for their 10 minute performance in London in July, when they 
took part in a Choir of the World Concert in the Royal Festival 

Hall.  And they’re coming to sing in Edgemead next week!
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THE LEOS DOING THEIR BIT FOR SOCIETY
On 19 August, the Leos took part in an event called “One to One” at the Good Hope 
Centre. This is an annual event or “Day Fair” dedicated to the Intellectually Challenged/
Handicapped.

More than 30 different organizations, including Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Christian 
religious groups, join forces for the practical expression of “love thy neighbour” in a 
relaxed, informal environment.

The fair is full of stalls offering a wide variety of challenges, and an assortment of live 
entertainment to maintain the level of excitement at the venue.

There are also raffle tickets sold with the opportunity to win a host of lovely 
prizes, and floating trophies handed out - just to add to the excitement of the day. The 
trophies are awarded to the best looking stall and to the stall with the best spirit

The Leos stall included a sandpit where people had to search for a gift in the 
sand.

Roughly 3000 Intellectually Challenged/Handicapped guests were entertained that day.
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NEW SHOP OWNER
Vanessa van Breda is the new owner of gift boutique ‘Love 
That’ and, although this delightful shop is smaller than 
she is used to, she has a few years’ experience of the retail 
business world. Vanessa and her family recently moved 
from Noordhoek  to Welgelegen. They enjoy being in close 
proximity to arterial routes after being somewhat isolated 
down in the South Peninsula.

A priority for Vanessa is to establish what people want, and 
then to provide a selection of items at affordable prices. She 
already has a lot of goods on order, and her love of a rustic 
look will probably influence her choice of some of the stock. 

She would like to introduce lamps, candles and scatter cushions which she is having made 
locally. Vanessa has seen some very high quality local crafters’ items, which she will 
also consider, but she will be sure to keep stock of popular items which are always in 
demand.

We are sure that Vanessa’s enthusiasm and new ideas will be welcomed by customers 
to our shopping centre. 

Spring Special!
Free second pair of single vision spectacles with every test, 

frame and lenses purchased. T’s and C’s apply!

Pensioner’s/welfare packages now on Tuesdays

WE ARE CONTRACTED WITH MOST MEDICAL AIDS
  

Please phone Nicola for an appointment on 

021 558 7128

SOUP CHALLENGE
On Saturday 28 July, the De Grendel Lions 
Club members and partners took part in a 
Soup Challenge at the Spar in the Edgemead 
Shopping Centre.
   The idea was to make soup to sell to the 
public in order to raise funds for the Lions 
Project Fund, and their Feeding Programmes 
in particular.

However, the Lions decided to make 
a contest out of the Soup Challenge, and 
everyone involved was asked to make the 
best soup they possibly could.

Spar was so kind as to supply all the 
ingredients, and together with their Public 
Relations Officer, Gina Swanepoel, they 
generously put together a hamper for the 
winner.

With Alderman James Vos and Mark Wall, 
the Head Chef at Spar, as the judges, the 
winner was decided based on the taste of 
their soup alone.

“It was a difficult decision,” said Vos. 
“Everyone put in so much effort.” But a decision 
needed to be made, and the winner was board 
member Janet Hayes’ Cauliflower Soup.

“It just stood out from the rest, it didn’t 
need anything with it,” said Mark.

Due to the tight competition, a second 
place was awarded to Martin Thelander, the 
Treasurer, for his Pea and Eisbein Soup.

“Spar is passionate about helping the 
community, and we would love to turn this 
contest into an annual event,” said Gina.

Thank you to all that were involved.

From left to right: Mark Wall [Spar Head 
Chef], Mike Dempsey [Public Relations 
Officer for the De Grendel Lions], Martin 
Kallis [De Grendel Lions’ Club President], 
and Alderman James Vos.

CHRISTMAS MARKET
With a Difference!

By: Ray Larkin
The Catholic Church in Bothasig (on 
the corner of Adam Tas and De Goede 
Streets) is hosting a Christmas Market 
on Saturday the 1 December in the 
Church Grounds. Doors open at 9am. 
This year our event will have the usual 
best sellers on food, drinks, gifts and 
crafts. In addition a ‘special’ Christmas 
magical package has been put together 
for children on the day – all welcome to 
come along and enjoy the day with the 
family!

For enquiries and Craft Booking 
phone 083 301 7007 or 021 559 2229 or 
visit our church website for more details 
at: www.goodshepherd.co.za
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Helen Cook
Professional Mobile 

Make-Up Artist & 
Beauty Therapist

Make-Up for any occasion
Mani, Pedi, Lash & Brow Tints, Threading & Brow Shaping

Contact Helen 082 402 5192
www.helencookmakeup.co.za    info@helencookmakeup.co.za

Stockist of Rapid Lash and selection of false eyelashes
Bringing out the best in you

SURGERY
Dr J. KIRKBY

Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE

EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE

(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699

PREPARATIONS FOR THE MATRIC DANCE
It’s that time of the year again! One of the biggest highlights of one’s school career; the 
Matric Dance.

This year, the Edgemead High Matric Dance is scheduled for 27 September.
For the last two years the dance has been categorised as an event and as a result the 

school has needed to obtain an events permit.
This permit includes Traffic Management and various Security procedures. Edgemead 

High School therefore plans to have a security company on the premises which was also 
involved in the Soccer World Cup and is often involved in various security details at 
the Cape Town Stadium. The school has also organised 
traffic officers from the Traffic Department to work on 
Letchworth Drive and help with traffic congestion.

These Traffic Officers will be on Letchworth Drive, up 
until Coleford Road, from 18:30 on the 27th until about 
20:00. The Matrics will be arriving from 19:00.

The cars will pull into the school premises, turn at the 
top of the school’s grounds and deliver the Matrics on the 
red carpet – which will also be on the school’s grounds. 
The cars will then make their way back onto Letchworth 
Drive. Therefore it is to be expected that Letchworth 
Drive should “flow”. 

For crowd control purposes, Edgemead High School is 
only issuing 500 tickets to spectators. This is a number that is manageable for the security 
company as well as fitting into the safety regulations prescribed to them.

“We have really tried to make the event as safe and as “friendly”
as possible to the community around us,” said Edgemead   
High School’s teacher in charge, Mrs. Maré du Plessis.
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CAPSTONE GARDENS
DO POP IN TO ONE OF OUR SHOW HOUSES

Delightful , Well positioned, Secure block, Light and Airy, Upmarket finishes

Duplexes  - 157m2 (excluding garage) Priced from R1,695,000.
Downstairs:  Large open plan living, ideal for entertaining, with doors to patio, pergola and garden,

sparkling granite kitchen, under counter oven hob and fan. Downstairs guest cloakroom.
pstairs: 3 Spacious comfy bedrooms (with built in cupboards) 

Elegant Fresh family bathroom with bath, handbasin (vanity cupboard) and loo En Suite bathroom with shower, his and hers basins, loo.
Garage and numbered parking bay.

 Apartments 121 – 133m2 (excluding garage) Priced from R1,385,000  - shortly for viewing
2 bed, 2 baths,spacious living area, granite kitchen with uco, hob and fan. Covered patio.

With built in braai. Garage and numbered bay.

CAPSTONE GARDENS – IT’S A LIFE STYLE! – EDGEMEAD AT ITS BEST. 
To View by appointment call us on  (O) 021 558 5424  

Lynne 082 785 8062     Jim or Cathryn 072 797 2793     Email: lynne@lne.co.za     www.lynnenew.co.za    

BIOKINETICIST NOW AT N1 CITY VIRGIN ACTIVE
ACCESS TO HEALTH

SPORT INJURIES, WEIGHT LOSS, ORTHOPAEDICS, GROUP 
SESSIONS, IMPROVE SPORT PERFORMANCE, DIABETES AND 
CHOLESTEROL, MOTHER & DAUGHTER SESSIONS, FATHER 
AND SON SESSIONS, SESSIONS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Glynn Moolman
082 398 5066

glynn@biofitbody.co.za
www.biofitbody.co.zaBiokinetics & Personal Training

Bio Fit BODY
Registered Biokineticist      Practice no: 034 8309

GLYNN MOOLMAN, 
BIOKINETICIST AT 

VIRGIN ACTIVE, N1 CITY

40      YEARS

1972
2012

Edgemead
40th Anniversary 
Commemorative 

Stickers
(16 x 12 cm) available at 

Edgemead Library. Only R5

Glynn Moolman is a Registered Biokineticist 
at the HPCSA (Health Professional Council 
of South Africa).

Glynn started working at Virgin Active 
N1 City in July 2012, but he says he has 
always had the ambition to be involved in a 
career in sport and exercise.

At school he played rugby, cricket and 
also did duathlons and cycling. He achieved 
Western Province Colours in cycling and 
duathlon and played cricket for Border 
Region. In primary school he was Head Boy 
and Captain of rugby and cricket teams, and 
in high school he decided to take up cycling 
seriously and was selected to represent 
South Africa at the Tri-nations cycling track 
championships in 2003.

After school, Glynn studied Sport Science 
at the University of the Western Cape from 
2005-2007. In 2008 he was selected to do 
his Honours Degree in Biokinetics and he 
did his thesis on Professional and Amateur 
Cyclists. 

From 2009 until April of this year, Glynn 
has been working as a Biokineticist at an 
Alcohol and Drug Rehabilitation Centre, 
and from 2008 to 2011 he also worked at 
ABSA Wealth Bank prescribing exercise 
programmes. In January 2011, he was 
also a Personal Trainer at De Ville Centre, 
Durbanville, where he motivated clients to 
achieve their goals.
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INTERNATIONAL 
TAI CHI SOCIETY 

TAI CHI & QIGONG 
morning & evening classes 

EDGEMEAD 
 

 

Contact: Renate Jacobs  
083 336 6191 / 021 559 2873 

renatej2012@gmail.com 

J

1st Edgemead Air Scouts and Cubs
By: Vanessa Yaxley

The cubs and scouts numbers and skills have grown substantially 
in the last year and the necessity for additional adult assistance 
to ensure their continued progress and development is of utmost 
importance.  
   We are very pleased to officially welcome Gavin Stopford 
(left) and Kevin Grey (right) as assistant troop scouters to the 1st 
Edgemead Scout Troop who were invested on 31 July. 
     Gavin Stopford has recently been awarded his Springbok Scout 
Award and brings a vast amount of scouting knowledge to the 
troop. 
   Kevin Grey’s keen enthusiasm for outdoor adventures and 
participation with the scouts has added great value to the troop. 
   On Friday evening, 17 August, 1st Edgemead Air Scouts entered 
two teams for the District Orienteering Competition held at 
Burgundy Estate. 
    Well done to the  
Phantom Patrol, 
(Richard Curran, Jarryd 
Sims, Dario Maselli, 
Andrew Grey), who 
achieved 3rd place.

Gavin Stopford and Kevin Grey, 
the new assistant troop scouters.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL TEA
By: Keith Porter

Over 30 seniors from Farmersfield Village were invited to a “Seniors 
Tea” by the Grade 10 pupils of the Edgemead High School on 
Thursday 30 August. The Seniors were collected from the Village 
and taken to the school where other invited seniors were also 
present. Huge round tables tastefully decorated with flowers, cakes, 
fruit juice and sweets awaited the guests. An hour of entertainment 
followed, with a marimba band, dancing, singing and a pianist, all 
presented for the seniors by the Grade 10 learners. Tea and coffee was 
served and everyone 
enjoyed the spread. 
Well done Edgemead 
High School, the 
Seniors who attended 
had a great time, 
thank you!



  September 2012Edgemead News

www.edgemeadnews.co.zaPage 10

Edgemead through the 80’s
by Lee Engeler

We still have a few months till the end of the year during which to 
keep celebrating our 40th Anniversary.  Here are some reminders 
of Edgemead’s early history.

By 1980, the new Garden Cities suburb was growing apace, well 
over 1000 homes had been constructed, and the first shops at the 
shopping centre were opened in 1981.   

1982 saw the first Youth Group in Edgemead, at St. Michael’s 
Church, as well as the founding of the local senior citizens’ Sixty-
Plus Club by Elisabeth Molenaar.  

No men were initially brave enough to join, but the original 
membership of 11 soon grew, and the interesting activities and fun 
outings swelled numbers to close to 70 within four years - both 
women and men and, in 1988, Garden Cities generously made 
available two houses in Anne Barnard Way for use as a clubhouse. 
Another notable event of 1982 was the start of Edgemead Garden 
Club by Magdalene Smith.  

In 1983 Rob Pollitt was elected to the Goodwood Municipal 
Council as Ward 4 representative for Edgemead and Monte Vista, 
and we had direct Council representation for the first time. 

Edgemead’s first school, Edgemead Primary, opened in 1984, 
and the suburb’s “half-way mark” was reached the following year 
with the completion of the 1700th house. 

At that time about 170 homes were built per year, but there were 
an astonishing 1400 families on the daily-growing waiting list!  

By 1986 there were between 8000 and 9000 residents, and a 
survey produced the following rather bizarre statistics: 32,9% of 
families have two children; 46,5% of the  children are under six 
years old; 56,8% of households have two cars; 60,1% of residents 
use the shopping centre.

Although Edgemead High School was officially opened only the 
following year, the school started in temporary accommodation in 
Pinelands. And Edgemead Residents Association’s official coat 
of arms was registered with State Heraldry (see the front cover of 
Edgemead News). 

In 1987 Edgemead celebrated its 15th birthday, the completion 
of the 2000th house, and a start  was made on the 650-house 
development to the west of the suburb.

It was in 1989 that initial discussions began for a community 
centre and library for Edgemead, although it was some time 
before these were actually built. All in all, an eventful decade for 
Edgemead.

It’s spring fever.
That is what the name of it is.

 And when you’ve got it, you want -
oh, you don’t quite know what it is you do want,

but it just fairly makes your heart ache,
you want it so!  

                                                                         Mark Twain
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Editor Needed For The Edgemead News - AGAIN!
Just when Meghan was settling in 
as editor, she was made an offer she 
couldn’t refuse and now doesn’t have 
enough time to do her new job and the 
magazine. 
   So again we ask . . . 

Do you love to write?
Do you have some spare time?

Then why not take over the
Edgemead News?

It’s not a salaried job as such, but 
expenses are covered and there’s 
enough for some pocket money as 
well.  It entails a few hours a week, 
and a fair number of emails and 
phone calls; and the last week before 

printer deadline needs a bit more time. 
It would be ideal for an older person 
with time to spare, or even perhaps an 
opportunity for a young journalism 
student to gain hands-on experience 
in producing a magazine. We already 
have an expert DTP man who does 
the page layout and the advert design; 
and there’s a fairly well established 
advertising base. The ERA Committee 
handles all the invoicing and financial 
aspects. 

The magazine comes out every 
two months, so six issues per year. If 
you’re interested, please ring and chat 
to Lee 021 558 1214 or 082 473 9928.

Turn a deaf ear? Never!
Since 1973, the Carel du Toit Auditory-Verbal Centre 
for deaf children in Cape Town, has succeeded in 
helping deaf babies and pre-schoolers, regardless of 
their socio-economic circumstances, to overcome 
the barriers caused by their hearing loss.

A stimulating, loving environment is created at 
The Centre in which a deaf child can learn to speak 
in a natural way.

It was through the vision of Prof. Carel du Toit, an 
ear, nose and throat surgeon at Tygerberg Academic 
Hospital Complex, that the Centre was established.

He knew that, with the correct intervention, 
children could overcome the communication barrier 
of deafness and learn to speak and live normal lives.

There is, without a doubt,
hope for every deaf baby and young child at 

THE CAREL DU TOIT CENTRE!
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NEW BOOTS FOR PHILIPPI SOCCER TEAM
by Charmaine Pote

On Thursday 26 July, De Grendel Lions and representatives of KFM Ground 
Patrol visited Browns Farm in Philippi to deliver soccer boots to the under 
11 players of Amahlahle (7 attackers).  The players had been sponsored 
with soccer shirts and shorts by the De Grendel Lions Club but didn’t have 
boots.  They had previously played in everyday clothes including takkies 
and slipslops.  Thanks to the intervention by De Grendel, KFM and Dischem 
Foundation, they were sponsored with brand new soccer boots in blue and 
white – the club’s colours. 

Noel Sunduza is the club coach and also the gardener for Lion Charmaine 
Pote.  He indicated that his club really needed kit and boots and is delighted 
now to have a fully kitted soccer team.  They are planning a friendly game 
against Edgemead Soccer Club in their new kit.

Noel expressed his thanks to De Grendel Lions, and the Lions would like to 
thank KFM and the Dischem Foundation Random Act of Kindness for their 
generous support.

The happy players after they had received their boots. Lion Charmaine 
third from left, and team coach Noel sitting on the right with his son.
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EDGEMEAD NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
PLANTS A TREE ON ARBOR DAY

Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch (ENW) followed the lead of 
the many other organisations which planted trees on Arbor Day, 
in this instance it was outside their sector office in Westhoven.

Earlier that very morning, 1 September, the heavens opened 
and down came one of the heaviest deluges of rain this entire 
winter – and that’s saying something!  But the skies cleared, 
the sun came out, the tree was duly planted and it is hoped that 
it will do what a tree can do, i.e. absorb as much as one ton of 
carbon dioxide during its lifetime. 

The ENW is an operational organisation within the community 
which focuses on crime prevention, so their efforts to perform 
valuable activities outside their mandate, such as greening our 
suburb, are most admirable and are greatly welcomed.

Ian Cormack, ENW Chairman commented that, judging by 
the available facts on global warming, we human beings have a poor track record in caring 
for and managing our environment. This is what prompted him to persuade his members to 

obtain a tree and set an example within the community, 
hopefully encouraging other residents to do the same.  

If you would like to join Edgemead Neighbourhood 
Watch, please contact Ian Cormack on
enw@edgemead.co.za or call him on 082 359 2001.

   Ian Cormack

n
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by Francois Gouws
On 8 August, Edgemead Runners once 
again hosted THE JIVE WOMEN’S DAY 
CHALLENGE 5km and 10km Run/Walk. 
The event was a huge success, thanks to the 
participation of many women, children . . . and 
“non-women” - men dressed “appropriately” 
for the occasion.

We were blessed with great weather, and 
Alderman James Vos fired the gun to set off 
the 10km runners at 08:00 from the Bellville 
Stadium.  Cape Talk was on hand providing 
roadside entertainment. The 5km Run/Walk 

started at 08:15.  Before the 5km participants 
set off, the fastest 10km runners had already 
finished the loop past Willow Bridge Mall, 

and on their way back past the stadium. 
This year, the race once again boasted 

well-known runners, such as Kim Laxton, 
Candice Hall, Zintle Xiniwe, Ulrica Stander, 
Nomvuyisa Sethi, Ursula Frans, Renee Scott, 
Charmaine Cupido and Edgemead Runners 
very own Sandra van Graan!

The race was won by Zintle Xiniwe with 
Ulrica Stander in second place and Nomvuyisi 
Sethi in third position.

All finishers in both distances received a 
medal and all pre-entries received a lovely 
T-shirt.

After the race, Jeff Finlayson and his band, 
Shaboom, entertained the runners until prize 
giving. The prize giving was compered by 
Africa of Cape Talk. Lots of lucky-draw 
prizes were won by participants.

In the spirit of Women’s Day, the Saartjie 
Baartman Centre for Women and Children was 

Water, water everywhere . . .
but for how long?

We are fortunate to have had excellent rains 
this winter, and our combined dam capacity is 
almost 97%.  (At this time last year it was 87%.)

But we mustn’t be complacent because, from 
next month, there’s little likelihood of rain for 
quite some time.  Please remember that water 
restrictions are, in fact, permanently in place 
in the new City of Cape Town Water By-law.  
Those most relevant to residential properties 
are:
* No person may without prior written authority 

from the Director, water a garden, sports 
field, park, or other grassed area using potable 
water, between the hours of 10:00 and 16:00.

* Where a hosepipe is used to irrigate a garden, 
park, or sports field from a potable water 
source a controlling device such as a sprayer 
must be attached to the hose end.

* No person may without prior written authority 
from the Director hose down a hard-surfaced 
or paved area using water from a potable 
source.

* A hosepipe used for washing vehicles, boats, 
and caravans must be fitted with an automatic 
self-closing device.

* Potable water may not be used to dampen 
building sand and other building material to 
prevent it from being blown away.

The by-law actually goes on to say that members 
of the public have a duty to report any situation 
that may give rise to the wastage if water.  It 
even says that, if you wish to report someone 
for contravening the law, you may request that 
you remain anonymous. 

Please continue to use water carefully – it’s 
very precious, and the supply is not limitless.
The full by-law is available on www.capetown.
gov.za 

the charity beneficiary.  A cheque for R10 000 
was handed over. 

Edgemead Runners welcomes everyone 
wanting to get fit, start walking or running 
and even those that want to start running 
again after years of inactivity. 
     If you would like to find out more about 
us and/or join the club please visit: www.
edgemeadrunners.org.za or email us on: 
committee@edgemeadrunners.org.za. 
Alternatively you can contact: 
   Charlene Brown (Ladies Club Captain) 
on 082 782 0953, or
   Riaan Muller (Men’s Club Captain) on 
083 440 7820 for more information.
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Councillor’s Comment
DA Ward Councillor Alderman James Vos
Tel. 021 590 1680                   Fax 021 590 1685

james.vos@capetown.gov.za
My discussions with the City of Cape Town Roads and Transport 
Directorate are proving to be fruitful as far as my objective goes to bring 
the MyCiti bus transport system to our areas. The transport engineers 
are at present working on the Century City and Montague Gardens 

routes. The concept is to roll-out feeder routes into Edgemead, Bothasig, and the surrounding 
neighbourhoods once the main routes are completed. In addition to this, we are working 
on proposals to implement City-wide public transport objectives which are in line with the 
Integrated Public Transport Network in order to become the contracting authority for all 
public transport mandates in our city so that we may decide on the routes and types of buses 
travelling through our neighbourhoods.

Residents may recall that I made a commitment some time ago to try to provide 
employment in service areas such as street sweeping and litter picking. My programme also 
included repainting of street names and road markings, and I will again budget for this in the 
forthcoming financial year because, although a seemingly minor aspect in the wider scope 
of matters requiring attention, in my opinion it is actually of great importance. I echo the 
sentiment that ongoing attention to the appearance of small things is “a barrier that could 
prevent a landslide towards apathy and creeping decay.”   

I am working on several projects in collaboration with the municipal departments and 
community organisations concerned. I have allocated funding from my councillor budget 
for repairs and maintenance to the sporting facilities and purchasing of new library material. 

I am very excited about the good efforts undertaken by our local neighbourhood watches 
throughout the areas under my jurisdiction. These forums are doing good work to prevent 
crime in addition to highlighting problems in our areas. It gives me satisfaction to support 
the neighbourhood watches by donating resources assisting with their operations. Please join 
your local neighbourhood watch.

Now that the DA-led council has increased the rates rebates for senior citizens and disabled 
persons, I have embarked on a road-show at public places such as malls and senior clubs to 
create awareness of the rates rebates and providing assistance. Please contact my office for 
information on the municipal rates rebates on 021 590 1680. 
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                 EDGEMEAD BOWLS CLUB   
                                   By: Colin Gray

    So, here we are again at the start of another season.
Alderman James Vos will be opening our new season at 2.00pm on Saturday 

29 September.  This will be followed by a game of social bowls, followed by 
supper and some entertainment.

We will be having so-called “tekkie days” on particular Sundays in the following months 
where we encourage new members to join our happy throng. Watch this space.

We’d also like to inform you that our President, Mr. Graeme Kemp, was voted onto the 
Executive of the Western Province Bowls Association. We now have representation at this 
high level.

As part of our aim for gaining new members we will be hosting a Business League starting 
on Tuesday 6 November.  Teams of 3 non-bowlers with one registered bowler are welcome 
to apply. Feel free to contact our President or Vice president at 021 558 4057 for more 
information.
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Two brooms were hanging in the closet 
and after a while they got to know 
each other so well, they decided to get 
married. 

One broom was, of course, the bride 
broom, the other the groom broom. 

The bride broom looked very beautiful 
in her white dress. The groom broom was 
handsome and suave in his tuxedo. The 
wedding was lovely. 

After the wedding, at the wedding 
dinner, the bride broom leaned over and 
said to the groom broom, “I think I am 
going to have a little whisk broom!!!” 

“Impossible !!” said the groom broom. 
“We haven’t even swept together!” 

Spring is 
when you 
feel like 

whistling 
even with 
a shoe full 
of slush.

 Doug 
Larson
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