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EDGEMEAD NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
STARTS PATROLLING

Informal Trading in Edgemead see p. 3
EDGEMEAD PRIMARY HOCKEY STARS
ENW volunteers Ian Ace, left, and Rodney Palmer
see pages 7 & 10

LOCAL LEOS ANNUAL CONFERENCE

These Edgemead Primary pupils did very well at hockey and were
chosen to represent the teams indicated. Back row:
Matthew
Breetzke (Northerns Zonal Team), Thomas Groom (Durbell Zonal
Team), Chaz Antoncich ( WP A-team), Jeremy Chiyanika (Northerns
Zonal Team) Front row: Keagan Collop (Northerns Zonal Team),
Gabriel Fay Morgan (Northerns Zonal Team)

From left: Cindy Haywood, Justine Gielis, Deon van Wulven,
Cristina de Oliveira & Janine van Wulven (see p.15)

EDGEMEAD
TRAILER HIRE

NEG

In the Area for the Area
GAS SPIT BRAAIS TO HIRE : TRAILER REPAIRS

COMPETITIVE RATES
BAGGAGE * FURNITURE * GARDEN * MOTOR BIKE/ QUAD BIKE TRAILERS

TRAILER RENTALS FROM R75 per day

l

buying l selling
l renting l valuations
Bothasig/Edgemead

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MON - FRI 8am to 5pm :

SAT/SUN 8am to 9am

( 021 559 0340

Tel:

021 558 7102

www.rawson.co.za/bothasig

UNIT 5, SOUTHDALE BUSINESS PARK
This Publication Remains the Property of Edgemead Residents Association and is Never Sold
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Chairman's Corner
The residents of Edgemead have a new ERA
Committee, although“new” is not altogether accurate in
that four of us have served on the Exco during the past
year, while another four of the ten have been members in
the past. One thing that we all have in common is a
desire to get the ERA back on its rails, doing what it is
supposed to do i.e. at all times acting in the best interests
of the community.
We are starting off as we mean to continue, first of all
with concerted attempts to get additional exits from the
top of Edgemead. In the past, the community has made it
quite clear that the majority are in favour, and we have to
act in accordance with their mandate. Almost half of our
suburb is virtually isolated, with the only exit road being
Letchworth Drive and this, and its feeders of Louis
Thibault and Thomas Bowler, are a gridlocked traffic
nightmare at morning peak hour.
One reason for the sheer volume of traffic is all the
schools in that area pre primary, primary and high as
well as the many crèches and daycare centres. Unlike in
years gone by, many of the children are from
neighbouring suburbs, resulting in a tremendous influx
of vehicles into the top of Edgemead in the mornings.
One resident rather despondently wrote to us: “Living at
the top of Edgemead is like living in a sock!”
In meetings of the previous committee, Cllr Vos
informed us that the impact study for Bellvue as an exit
road had been completed, and that both this and another
possible exit from Louis Thibault are currently being
investigated. For some time, the World Cup was given
as an excuse for delay, but this is now over and we hope
for some action in the near future.
Another thing we are determined to accomplish within
a month or two is finalisation of the new ERA
Constitution, which has been blocked and/or delayed for
more than two years. A sub-committee of five members
was formed at our first meeting, and a concerted effort is
being made to conclude this matter.
In an attempt to make our area more attractive, we will
also be looking into the possibility of willing residents
taking responsibility for some of our parks. Believe it or
not, there are 73 parks in Edgemead, covering an area of
more than 15 hectares, and it is hoped that we can broker
a win-win situation between residents and the City's
Parks Department by encouraging the Adopt-a-Park
scheme. In future we may run competitions for all
adopted parks, in a number of different categories, and
award prizes for the best in each group.
These are just a few issues that this Committee, as a
“new broom”, will try to sweep clean, but we would
welcome input as to what you, the residents, believe our
responsibilities should include. Please feel free to
contact us on edgemead.ra@gmail.com or drop a letter
in the wooden letterbox below the notice board at the
shopping centre.
Kind regards

Gary Dewing
You get the best out of others when you give the best of yourself.
Knowing others is intelligence, knowing yourself is true wisdom.
One should treat oneself as one does one's friends - critically,
but with affection.
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RYU KYU KOBUJUTSU HOZON
SHINKOKAI YUISHINKAI
adult & children's classes
martial art classes
The preservation and study of open-hand Yuishinkai Karate
and Ryu Kyu Kobujutsu, traditional Japanese weapon
training.
TUE & THU - EDGEMEAD EVENINGS

Contact Sensei Renate Jacobs
083 336 6191 / 021 559 2873

MATRIC DANCE SPECIALS!
All in one salon…have your hair done and
let Angela make you look beautiful with
mani, pedi, instant tan, eyelash perming and makeup

BEAUTY BUZZ
at 12a Edgemead Business Park

Winter Discounts during July and August
30% off all treatments
Plus Specials on Saloncare & Environ
Fantastic range of BYS Makeup - every colour imaginable

Health & Beauty
with Angela
27 years experience

021 558 4144 or
083 781 6080

angela@beauty-buzz.co.za

www.beauty-buzz.co.za

E.M. SERVICE CENTRE

MOTOR REPAIRS
CAR HIRE
7 Park Edge Mews
Link Way, Edgemead
Cell: 083 270 4148

Phone/Fax: 021 558 7544
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Lack of Public Participation!

Two speed humps appeared
overnight in Donkin Way, and we
have questioned why we were not
informed. The City's Traffic Calming
Policy (www.capetown.gov.za)
states: “Residents in the area who are
affected by the installation of the
traffic calming measure will be
properly consulted before any work is
undertaken.” Yet a resident whose
driveway is a matter of a few metres
from the speed humps knew nothing
about them until he returned home to
find that they had been built, so the
provisions of the Traffic Calming
Policy were ignored.
The ERA committee agrees that
some form of speed calming measures
along Donkin Way are long overdue,
but we are understandably annoyed
that city officials have forged ahead
without any consultation with the
local community.
These humps are badly placed, there
are two far too close together and,
worst of all, they have not been built
to specification. A senior official
showed drawings of uniform speed
humps to an ERA committee member,
and admitted that the contractor had
not followed the standard
specifications and would be recalled
to rectify the job.
Public participation is a
fundamental right of all people. It is a
democratic process of engaging
people in thinking, deciding,
planning, and playing an active part in
the development and operation of
services that affect their lives. The
catch seems to be that it can be applied
in varying degrees.
In a few
situations, a community is actually
empowered to make a decision. More
frequently there is just tokenism - a
community may be informed or even
asked, but their opinion is not taken
into account. In this instance, the
affected residents’ right has been
denied.
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Fresh veg…or a political
HOT POTATO?
Some of the information provided by
ERA was used by Cllr James Vos in his
attempt to establish the exact situation
with regard to informal trading at
Edgemead Shopping Centre.
In
principle, neither the Cllr nor this
committee are opposed or in favour the decision must be that of the
community of Edgemead - but we are
concerned that we were not consulted
or even informed.
James Vos has spent weeks
addressing city officials all the way up
the rungs of the municipal ladder until
he finally reached the City Manager.
The reply from this high office, of
which the Cllr kindly sent us a copy,
states that the traders are not operating
in a prohibited or restricted area but in a
free trade area, and do not even require
permits.
Why then has no one ever been
permitted to trade there in the past?
Further, it is almost beyond belief that
the present City's By-Laws do not
protect communities from the
possibility of an unwanted
proliferation of traders. Will our
suburb centre soon resemble
Greenmarket Square? Or a suburban
station?
We doubt this matter will go away in
a hurry.

ACCOMMODATION

SELF CATERING UNITS

Three comfortable, fully equipped
units in Edgemead. Each has a
separate entrance, and access to
Pool and Braai area.
For reservations or information
contact Natalie
Tel: 021 559 4400
Cell: 083 312 4400
x

www.nat-art.co.za

Dr CLIVE BLACKIE
FAMILY AND
OCCUPATIONAL
PRACTITIONER
90 LETCHWORTH DRIVE
EDGEMEAD

Why is the man who invests your
money called a broker?
Why do banks leave both doors
open and then chain the pens to the
counters?

SURGERY:
MONDAY-SATURDAY

TEL: 021 559 3990

Carol J. Cooke
Physiotherapy
4 Letchworth Mews
Letchworth Drive
Edgemead

Supplying All Your Embroidery
Needs for…..
l Cross Stitch
l Hardanger
l Freestyle Embroidery
l Silk Ribbon Embroidery
l Goldwork
l Tapestries and Tapestry Cottons

Tel / Fax: 021 558 9268
Carol J Cooke
Bsc (Physio-Wits)
Karen Vermeulen BSc (Physio-Stell)

We Treat
- Back, neck and joint pain
- Headaches
- Mastitis
- Orthopaedic conditions
- Sinusitis
- Sports injuries
- Chest conditions

the difference is in our hands

x

88 Letchworth Drive, Edgemead
021 558 2953 or 073 599 3581 (Lynne)
Business Hours:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1pm-4pm
Tuesday & Thursday 10am-4pm
1st & last Saturday of the month 9am-12noon

OR BY APPOINTMENT
We do Mail Order for our out-of-town customers
www.stichersden.co.za

Page 3

Edgemead News

July 2011

Nettleton Books
We sell
and
exchange
2nd Hand
Books

Hearing Aids
Hearing Tests
Repairs
Accessories
Contracted to Medical Aids

Yvonne Armstrong
Hearing Aid Acoustician
PR No 0313483

Shop 33 Edgemead Village Centre
Ph: 021 559 8626

Business Takeover in Edgemead

90 Letchworth Drive, Edgemead
For appointment
Tollfree: 0800 660448
Cell: 072 280 6459

Following a recent business takeover, Edgemead can now
boast the biggest property rental company operating in
Monte Vista, Plattekloof Glen, Welgelegen, Kleinbosch,
Panorama, Bothasig, Richwood, Tygerhof and Table View.
The company is Kent Homes which was founded by Dave
Kent nearly six years ago.
Dave joined Cameo Estates in 1991 as a sales agent and
worked there for 13 years, during which time he helped to
build and run the rental portfolio of that company.
Earlier this year, Dave bought out the rental division of
Cameo Estates, taking on a very professional staff
complement, and is now working from Letchworth Mews as
a separate company.
Dave has been a resident of Edgemead since 1981 and has
been in the rental profession overall for twenty years. When
he founded Kent Homes in 2005, his company took off and
became very successful. His portfolio increased at a very
What is MJ Printing?
rapid rate simply because his work ethics are to be honest, to
It's
a
new
printing
company, started recently by well-known
keep in regular contact with his clients, and to work with the
resident
Martin
West.
Martin worked for Hirt & Carter as a
highest integrity, always keeping a strict eye on the Rent Act.
Colour
Photo
Lithographer
for 27 years, until he and his wife
A lot of his business came by word of mouth and also, of
Julie
bought
Dis-Irrigation
in 1999. Recently they have
course, through Edgemead News. According to Dave it
diversified,
with
Julie
now
running the weekly pool
appears the rental market is flourishing due to the on-going
maintenance
service
of
Dis
Pools,
while Martin has returned to
credit squeeze.
the
print
/
reproduction
industry
he
has always kept in touch,
Dave says: “People need accommodation, and a lot are
and
kept
up
with
the
technology
over
the years, both software
turning to the rental market because many find it very
and
hardware.
difficult to buy a house nowadays. It is becoming more and
MJ now offers “Large Format Digital Printing” - Print and
more difficult to find thousands of rands for transfer fees, etc.
cut,
Signage, Labels, Stickers, Vehicle Magnets, Posters and
added to which bonds are so hard to come by in many
Wall
Décor.
instances. This is where we come in to try and assist but, I
Martin
says: “Any personalized printing you may want,
must stress, we are very selective in choosing the tenant who
whether
for
a special occasion or for standard requirements,
gets the nod.”
please give me a call - no job is impossible!”

KENT HOMES
Residential
Renting
Specialists
For professional and individual advice please contact:

Eve
Thomas
Geoff
Dave
Tel: 021 559 7627

071 220 6550
073 235 0674
083 796 5045
083 231 6392
Fax: 021 559 7627

Email: info@kenthomes.co.za
Page 4

Edgemead News

July 2011

Page 5

Edgemead News

Through Sleepy Eyes
by Pat Dosson
I try to leave my home promptly at
5.30 every morning if I'm to meet the
rest of ‘the gang’ at the appointed place
by 5:45a.m. on the dot - if you're late
they leave without you!
Confused? Let me explain…We are a
group of ladies, various ages, who meet
almost every weekday morning and go
for a 5km (at least) walk through the
streets of Edgemead and Monte Vista.
My friend T and I have been doing this
now for the past four years, and we are
joined on most days by three others
although there are a few more at
different times of the year. We do it for
reasons which vary in intensity
depending on many factors such as
needing to lose weight for an upcoming
event e.g. a wedding, a ball (the dancing
kind), or going on holiday to some sunsplashed destination, but mostly it's to
lose/maintain weight and to get/keep fit.
We are always accompanied by T's
two dogs, Spike and Jet, who seem to
enjoy the morning walks almost as
much as we do… and yes, we make sure
that we have a good supply of “poop”
bags to pick up after them!
We get to enjoy our suburb at its
best…that time of the day before all
craziness begins and we stop really
“seeing” things; the time when the birds
start their daily rituals of song and
dance, and when the air is fresh and
crisp in the Winter or balmy in Summer;
but mostly just the time when it's quiet!
We chat about “alles en nogwat” and
share little titbits but above all relish the
company of others who don't think you
are crazy to get out of bed so early!
I'm amazed at how the face of our
suburb has changed over the
years…from the colours of the houses
to the sometimes weird and wonderful
alterations that residents have made to
their homes. Sadly more and more
properties are now surrounded by walls,
many topped with vicious spikes.
Up until a few months ago the entire
area around the library and the
Community Centre was inhabited
overnight by homeless folk. We'd pass
by just as they were waking up and you
could hear their murmurings as they
greeted us and each other, the radios
would go on and their day would begin.
We always reminded them to “maak
skoon” to which they'd usually respond
in the affirmative, and when we passed
by an hour later they would all be gone.
Where are these homeless folk now that
the centre has been fenced in?
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By the time we start heading back
home, normally at about 6:45a.m., the
activity on the roads has increased,
lights are on in most houses, and
sometimes the smell of breakfast
cooking causes us to pick up our pace,
with the promise of that cup of tea or
coffee waiting for us back home.
So, if you are out on the road very
early in the day, and you see us “girls”
walking along, give us a good morning
hoot and we'll be sure to reward you
with a beaming smile to start your day.

DR CINDY
WOODMAN
B.Sc., M.B.Ch.B. (U.C.T)

General Practitioner
Cell: 081 41 71 035
x

LIZELLE
VAN VIEGEN
B.Sc. Physio (U.F.S)

Registered Physiotherapist
x

54B Vryburger Avenue
Bothasig

Roadworthy Vehicle Fined!
PRETORIA.
A member of the
metropolitan police in this city fined a
motorist “because his reverse lights
only function when the vehicle is in
reverse gear”. Mr S of Pretoria was
astounded when he was fined R200.
“I couldn’t believe that I received a fine
because my vehicle is roadworthy.
Mr S was travelling from
Hammanskraal when the metro police
stopped him to check the
roadworthiness of his luxury
4x4vehicle. He says that he cooperated with them because he knew
that his vehicle was completely
roadworthy. They tested everything. I
then got a shock when I was fined R200
because my vehicle's reverse lights
only work when the vehicle is in
reverse!”According to S, he tried to
explain that that is how reverse lights
work, “but he would not listen and said
I could make representation to the
Chief Traffic Officer”.

Tel: 021 558 8580

Sunshine
Carpets
Professional Consultants

ADD COLOUR TO YOUR HOME
!
!
!
!

Wall-to-wall Carpets
Laminated Flooring
Vertical/Venetian/Wooden Blinds
Commercial & Domestic

We lay to a standard,
not a price!
32 Murray Street
Proteaville
Durbanville

Tel: 021 975 7023
Fax: 021 975 7615

FREE
QUOTES
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Newly Opened in Edgemead Shopping Centre

Cellular Village

Gift shop
with a difference

Repairs of all makes of
Cellphone
l Cellphone Accessories
l Chargers
l Car Chargers
l Memory Cards
l Digital Camera Rechargeable
Batteries
l Irons and Etc Electronics

l

x

Gifts for the home - all new stock
Gifts for special people
Gifts for special occasions
x

Come in and browse
You'll Love that
…& that
…& that!

Your one stop cell shop!

Edgemead Shopping Centre
Tel: 021 559 0733

Tel: 073 366 2554
Shop 30

Edgemead Village Centre

New store, new stock, new concept - that's
“Love That”, recently opened in Edgemead
Village Centre by resident, Katie Belman.
Katie heard about the possibility of a vacant
shop, and has fulfilled a long term dream by
opening this delightful gift boutique.
She has introduced some really different
and unusual ranges, one being Vinyl Wall
Art - a 'must see' collection of enchanting
adhesive décor designs, from classic for an
adult room to adorable and irresistible for
children.
Another charming range is what Katie
calls “Gifting for Kids”. This is a wide
selection of specially selected presents ideal
for occasions from births and christenings
to confirmations.
This innovative new outlet will attract a
lot of attention and is sure to be invaluable to
local shoppers.

From

JUST RALPH
For your Peace of Mind

Goldsmith est 1949

23 Edgemead Village Centre
Phone 021 559 6006
Trusted for 60 years

Gift Voucher to the value of 10%
on all purchases in excess of R500 (ex VAT)
Less 30% on all Jewellery
Manufacturing Jewellers: Designing: Repairs: Pearl re-stringing
Watch repairs and batteries fitted
Hours: 9am till 6 pm Sat: 9am till 2pm

R80 MOW & EDGE
x

Baldinger Jewellers
Sue

Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch
starts patrolling
The volunteer members of
Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch
underwent a training session, and
have now started patrolling.
Unfortunately, as yet there just aren't
enough to make this a regular daily
operation, but they're doing the best
they can and urge other residents to
join and help to keep our suburb
crime free.
Patrols are usually done in pairs
(but can be done individually), and
you can select the time you are
available - during the day or at night.
Many residents are already getting
used to seeing the patrols, usually
with the bright yellow “EYE” decal
on the vehicle, and the occupants
probably wearing their bright yellow
shirts - although dependent on
weather these may be hidden under
layers of warm clothing!
They plan to have their own radios
in future but, for the present, keep in
touch via District Watch radios when
these are made available and/or via
their personal cellular phones. They
also work in close collaboration with
the SAPS Sector Police van as well as
private security companies, and there
are 'Integrated Ops' when SAPS,
metro police, security companies and
ENW do a patrol together.

email:kybee@mweb.co.za

I do all the work myself
No strangers
on your property

Tel Ralph: 084 568 7410

Integri-TV
Installers of satellite, aerial
& communal TV systems
Plasma TV's, video projectors and
home-theatre equipment

accredited installer
Enriching lives

32 Kingsmead Way
Edgemead

david@integritv.co.za

Tel/Fax:

021 559 8508
Page 3

Edgemead News

July 2011

SAPS Sector Patrol Van
079 894 1211

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT!
PLEASE take in your old engine
oil to BP Letchworth and
they’ll take it to be
recycled .Over
1,600 litres were
handed in during just
one month!

uit

Did you know you can:
Pay Municipal Accounts
Pay Telkom Accounts
Pay TV Licences
Pay TrafficFines
Buy Discounted Airtime
Buy Lotto Tickets
All at
Edgemead Post Office

Fresh Homemade Baking
& Gifts

edgemeadnews
Website

Ouma se
Kombuis
Orders Welcome

021 559 7800
x

Scrumptious Milktarts
Warm Homemade Pies
“Lekker” Chocolate Cake
Platters for Functions
Delicious Biscuits
Edgemead
Village
Centre

???? ??? ? ???????
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No matter what
a woman looks
like, if she's
confident, she's
sexy.!

Life is too short to blend in
Edgemead Village Centre Tel: 021 559 0629

??? ????

??? ???? ??? ???

?? ???? ?????????

The ERA Exco can now reward
the loyal support of advertisers
in Edgemead News by giving
them valuable Internet publicity
in addition to the printed
magazine.
Full copies of the last four
issues - articles, photos and
advertisements - can be found
on our website
www.edgemeadnews.co.za
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Letchworth
WHY ARE YOU WAITING??? CALL US TODAY

Top up your tank with
our world-renowned
BP Ultimate fuel

We take the stress out of
selling your home, &
assist you with finding
that new home of your
dreams

Top up your tummy with
our ‘to die for’
hot chocolate

Our success rate…
SPEAKS FOR ITSELF
Please contact Judy Sell 082 477 3395 or Marian Draper 082 357 6891

Office Tel/Fax: 021 558 9441 www.courtlyhomes.co.za

Don't miss out on our
weekly special
Friday is...

11

Sharon Melrose

pieday

Grab 2 x pies for only

B.A. (Hons), M.A. (Couns. Psych.) Stell.

R16.90

and...
Don't miss out on our fantastic competitions
every month - you’re always a winner at

Letchworth

Psychologist (Counselling)
Reg. Nr. PS 009 5206
Pr. Nr. 086 0000 221074

Tel: 021 558 6463
Cell: 082 558 8554
36 Greys Crescent, Edgemead
Email: smelrose@xsinet.co.za
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These are the Friends of Edgemead Library's Functions
for the next couple of months:
30 July 2011 - Car Boot Sale 8h00 to 13h00
23 August - 23 September 2011 - Art Exhibition. We are looking for
artists in any medium to exhibit and sell their amazing work
Thursday Coffee Morning Functions - Delicious Treats are served
with either Tea or Coffee
30 September 2011 - Spring Hat Tea - wear a hat covered with spring
flowers! Cost R30
Please contact: Melanie - Cell No 083-973-8144 or email
friendsofedgemeadlibrary@gmail.com for further details.

Remember this famous recruitment
poster from 1914 - Lord Kitchener,
Secretary of State for War, calling
for enlistment at the beginning of
World War I?
x

With thanks to ENW member Ian
Ace for the idea of using the 1914
poster...

Here's a 2011 updated version

EDGEMEAD RESIDENTS
Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch

Needs

YOU!
Join your Edgemead
Neighbourhood Watch
x

2 Letchworth Mews, Letchworth Drive
Edgemead

Tel/Fax : (021) 559 8417

Help to

EDGE OUT CRIME!
082 359 2001

enw@edgemead.co.za
Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch Thanks Sponsors
by Ian Cormack

Running a volunteer organisation effectively always
has some cost associated with it. Many members have
already contributed in some way or another and we thank
them for this. The committee, on behalf of the ENW
members, would like to thank all our sponsors so far. The
support shown by these companies is invaluable to the
sustainability of the ENW. Some of the items sponsored
include free usage of an office building on the corner of
Westhoven and Winterhoek Roads, a ceiling and signage
for the office, paint, furniture, carpets, further signage,
food, and badges. We would like to acknowledge the
following businesses for their support:

Mr SCRATCH & Mr CHIP
for the following professional services:
l spray painting l panel beating
l repair of scratches & chips
l bumper repairs l accessory fitment
l paintless dent removal l rust removal
FREE QUOTATIONS - we live in Edgemead
Conrad or Verena

Tel: 021 534 1102

Cell: 082 554 2726

13 Viking Business Park, Viking Way, Epping 2

WE WON'T DENT YOUR BUDGET!
www.scratchandchip.co.za
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info@scratchandchip.co.za

Edgemead Trailer Hire, Leapfrog Estates,
Garden Cities,
Harcourts Estate Agency,
District Watch, Edgemead Super Spar,
BP Letchworth, Kevin Streak, City of Cape
Town,
Kontra Signs,
Jack's Paint and
Hardware,
Lynne New Estates,
Barksole,
Sunshine Carpets, Old Mutual Properties
As chairman of the ENW I am very pleased with the
“good neighbourliness” that exists between residents and
many businesses in Edgemead. It is really heartening to
see so many people working together to create a safe and
secure suburb for the benefit of all residents and
businesses.
I would like to encourage residents to support those
businesses who have shown their commitment to the
Edgemead community through their sponsorship (local
is lekker!) and I would like to challenge all other
businesses in Edgemead to “come on board”.

Edgemead News

SURGERY
DR. J. KIRKBY
DR. G. COUPLAND
DR. R. HACKING
DR. S. CASSIM
EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE
(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699

OFFICE AND
DOMESTIC CLEANING
082 874 3066
We drop off, collect and
handle all admin

www.superchar.co.za

EYE
SPECIALIST
Dr JAMES BEATTY
MBChB(UCT) F.C.S. (SA) Ophth
MMed (Stel) Ophth

Tel:
021 591 0111
Goodwood Optical Centre
13 Vasco Boulevard
(Just past N1 City)
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Making Mountains out of
Molehills
Molehills are a common sight all
around Edgemead, and we just have to
accept that our area is the natural
habitat of mole rats and that,
incredibly, even the airport's R3
million barrier can't keep moles out!
The managers of Cape Town
International Airport spent more than
R3 million “mole-proofing” the airport
for safety reasons, and were successful
in removing at least 3,000 mole rats
from within the complex some six
years ago. However, they have to
maintain a constant watch around the
perimeter, and the huge mole rats that
occur naturally all over the Cape Flats
are finding their way over the hard,
above-ground part of the substantial
mole barrier which has been built
around the entire airport boundary.

Apparently there are three types of
Cape dune mole rat, the smallest
between 60g and 140g, and the largest
of which can weigh as much as 2kg the largest subterranean mammal in
Africa. They do a lot of mechanical
damage, including to cables - the
phone companies hate them - and also
chew through irrigation pipes and
undermine railway sleepers. The
danger at the airport is that they posed a
threat to the cables feeding the runway
lights, undermined peripheral runways
and, because of their honeycomb of
tunnels, were also potentially
hazardous to vehicles crossing the
fields between runways.
But mole rats are also extremely
beneficial in improving soil drainage
and aeration, adding humus, removing
insect pests, and creating new species
of bulbous plants by moving them to
different soil types. Their extensive
burrows are usually between 40cm and
65cm deep, but can include “bolt
holes” as much as 2m down, while a
single mole could make a burrow as
long as 100m.
Interestingly enough, the collective
term for these creatures is “a labour of
moles”. Sadly, they face a huge threat
because of loss of habitat due to
development on the Cape Flats, and
biologists and mole researchers appeal
to people to be tolerant of them.

In SA we used to drive on the left
of the roads.
Now we drive on what's left
of the roads.

Darn potholes!
Crash Course in Filling Potholes
The Public Works Minister, Gwen
Mahlangu-Nkabinde, has planned a
R150 million project to address the
country's pothole problem, and officials
in Pretoria were to attend a two-week
crash course in potholes, similar courses
to be rolled out nationwide.
But a specialist at the Development
Bank warned that pothole repair was a
science that required a reasonably
skilled work force, “otherwise you are
going to be back very soon fixing the
same piece of road,” he said.
Mahlangu-Nkabinde is said to have
rejected modern technology in the form
of a 'Jetpatcher' machine - which can
repair up to 20 potholes an hour - in
favour of more labour-intensive
methods which she hopes will boost job
creation.

'Knobkerries don't work on ATMs'
Unfortunately, Edgemead has not
escaped ATM crime, but nothing quite as
brazen or bizarre has occurred as these
machines being attacked with knobkerries,
which apparently happens in Swaziland (as
reported in an issue of Saturday Argus.)
MBABANE: Swazi men have been
asked not to use knobkerries and other
traditional weapons on ATM machines to
get money out.
Swazi Bank managing director Stanley
Matsebula complained that men “put sticks
and knobkerries into ATM card slots when
wanting to withdraw money”. He
reminded Swazis that only ATM cards
would work.
The men are used to getting their way
with knobkerries, either as hunting tools or
to settle arguments, and some ATM
machines bear the scars of knobkerries
used to “free” the cash.
Independent Foreign Service
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Photos taken in the town of Versoix on the
shores of Lake Geneva in Switzerland.
And we thought it was cold in Cape Town!

A Skirl of Pipes in Edgemead
The Cape Town Caledonian Pipe Band
had a fund-raising function last month. It
was apparently a very cold and misty drive
to the Edgemead Community Centre (in
other words, typically Scottish weather!)
but was well worth it, says Caledonian
Society President Stuart Munro. He goes
on to describe the entertainment as
excellent, the raffle prizes many, and the
food ample - spit-roasted lamb, chicken
and salads and malva pudding topped with
ice-cream and custard. The function was
well attended by about 200 guests, and an
enjoyable evening was had by all. Thanks
must go to Pipe Major Tony Reis, his wife,
Lesley, the band-members and all others
who helped to make the evening a great
success.
The Pipe band has been actively involved
at many functions for various societies and
institutions, military and Caledonian
events, as well as many private functions
such as weddings, funerals and birthdays.
In April 2010 the W. Cape Highland
Gathering was held at Edgemead Primary
School, and drew a huge crowd of over
1000 who came and enjoyed the wonderful
and professional sounds of the Pipes and
Drums, of the various Pipe Bands across
the country as well as excellent dancing
from the Highland and Irish dance groups
in South Africa.

Above: Members of the Cape Town Caledonian Pipe Band,
Below:Highland Dancers of the Judy Lucas Dancing School

Band members play on a voluntary basis
and receive no income from the various
activities. All income is used to cover the
costs of uniforms, travel, etc, and they are
looking for any companies, institutions or
individuals who could assist them with
sponsorship. Alternatively, if you would
like to enquire about their services, please
contact the Pipe Major, Tony Reis, on
Cell: 0723630162 or email:
pmajr.ctcpb@gmail.com

SIGN IN AN OFFICE: After the tea break staff should empty the teapot and
stand upside down on the draining board.
NOTICE IN A DRY CLEANER'S WINDOW: Anyone leaving their garments
here for more than 30 days will be disposed of.
MESSAGE ON A FLYER: If you cannot read, this leaflet will tell you how to
get lessons.

POOL TECHNICIAN
cial EDGEMEAD AREA ONLY
SpeONLY
R60 A CALL-OUT (
)
POOL MAINTENANCE

EXCLUDING CHEMICALS

ON SIGNING A 6-MONTH MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Also specialising in: pumps chlorinators - filters - sand changes
GIVE US A CALL TO FIND OUT MORE
084 815 5664
021 558 7232
mkctelkomsa.net

For many years, Mitch of POOL TECHNICIAN worked with his
father in the family pool business, founded in 1964, so he
literally grew up with pools and everything to do with them.
On moving to Edgemead with his young family five years ago
Mitch decided to open up on his own, and POOL TECHNICIAN
was born. He provides a wide range of repairs and services,
and is currently offering local residents a very special low callout rate for monthly pool maintenance.
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A TOTAI GAS HEATER
VALUED AT R545 !

WIN A GAS HEATER TO THE VALUE OF
R545 IN OUR LUCKY DRAW

WIN

Place your till slip for every R150 purchase into the entry box and stand a
chance to win this wonderful prize.
To be a winner, be present at the draw at 11h30 on 24 September 2011

EDGEMEAD VILLAGE CENTRE

TEL: 021 559 7788
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Pepper-Tree now available for longer stays

Something to suit every taste at

PEPPER-TREE
LODGE
Your FLEXIBLE accommodation
choice
Stay for a day, a week, a month
or on a permanent basis
Including breakfast or ‘do your
own thing’
Cleaned and serviced to order
x

We have units for daily stays, we have units that are preferred for weekly stays,
and a number of rooms that can be rented out on a month to month basis. All
these are fully equipped and regularly serviced, and food will be all you need to
bring to make your stay an enjoyable one - whether you eat in the unit or braai
alongside the pool in fine weather.
All rooms are equipped with wireless Internet
connection, and large screen TV's with DStv and a
bouquet of channels from which to select.
Pepper-Tree is SO conveniently situated to the city
PEPPER -TREE
centre and to the major arterial routes throughout the
Peninsula. It is also only a few minutes’ drive from many
excellent shopping centres, including Century City and
Tygervalley.
Why not make Pepper-Tree Lodge your home away from home.

x

x

Orange Tree for a family

Lemon Tree for a businessman

Coral Tree for friends

Blueberry for lovers!

WHY WE SHOULD BECOME YOUR
REAL ESTATE COMPANY OF CHOICE
x

> Since 1979, the trusted and successful name in Edgemead Real Estate
> Free, Accurate and Prompt Valuations backed by our long
experience and actual sales in Edgemead
> A firm reputation for success, honesty and integrity
established over 28 years
Contact your professional property consultants:
Cathryn: 072 7972 793
Lynne/Jim: 082 7858 062
Office: 021 558 5424
E-mail: lynne@lne.co.za
www.lynnenew.co.za
x

THINK GREEN - THINK LYNNE NEW ESTATES

xALL new, stylish and modern
with en suite and kitchenette

Cell: +27 83 275 5339
email: info@pepper-tree.co.za
www.pepper-tree.co.za
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High Standards sought at Edgemead Goodwood P.P.V. Football Club
Edgemead Football Club is arguably
the largest amateur club in the southern
hemisphere, fielding a staggering fifty
(50) teams, ranging from U7s to O45s
plus a ladies team. We are treading a
precarious path by attempting to both
provide football for whoever wishes to
play, within the Edgemead and
surrounding community, and at the same
time developing our junior teams to
continue living and competing in the
super-leagues, which contain elite
academy sides such as Ajax and Old
Mutual. Our flagship first side play in the
Premier division and during the summer
months in the Castle league, for which
we purchased a franchise two years ago.
This challenge is a tough one.
To run a club of between 500 and 600
playing members is not easy and only
with the dedicated and hard working
committee and club management of bar
and tuck shop facilities, along with
committed coaching staff, do we manage
to keep the wheels turning season after
season and are continually improving
conditions around the clubhouse and
fields. This effort hopefully builds a
social framework for all to enjoy. There
are so few facilities which cater for
exercise and recreation of all ages.
Pressure within society is mounting and
social relaxation helps everyone to relax,

By Charlie Varley, Club Captain - Juniors

The Club Committee: From back left: Charlie Varley (Club Captain - Juniors), Barry
Vijoen (Vice Chairman - Seniors), Dennis Marshall (Club Captain - Seniors), Filipe de
Freitas (Chairman), Ray Barreiro (President), Mike Pluke (PRO), Carlos de Abreau
(Additional Member), Kevin Rowell (Additional Member)
From front left: Debbie Pluke (PRO Assistant), Lynne Gardner (Registration Officer),
Natalie de Freitas (Secretary), Carol Young (Treasurer) Not present: Neil Hill (Vice
Chairman - Juniors)

unwind and recharge. Our youth
particularly are facing a tough future,
so learning to work together in a
structured and disciplined team
environment will surely stand them in
better stead.
A new initiative that we at
Edgemead are putting in place is one
whereby all players are encouraged to
play football with true Sportsmanship.
Here's one aspect of the sport that is
currently sadly lacking. How much
better could football be if the

participants played hard but fair? The
other facet of the initiative is to lift the
culture around our club by encouraging
members to curb the use of bad language
in other words, using Respectful Speech.
The two-point initiative is called S+RS
and its slogan is 'Outdo one another in
showing honour!' Ingrained culture is
difficult and slow to change but if we
persist, over time we will succeed, and
unlike most things of value in life, this
can be achieved with zero monetary
cost.
www.edgemeadfc.co.za

for ADULTS & CHILDREN
1ST CLASS FREE
NEW BEGINNERS’ CLASS
DISCOUNT FOR PENSIONERS
BRANCHES IN EDGEMEAD, MILNERTON, BLAAUBERG

Contact: Renate

INTERNATIONAL TAI CHI SOCIETY
083 336 6191 / 021 559 2873

Kirsty Huth Photography

“For All Your
Occasions”

Contact Kirsty on
021559 4400
Or 071 929 0949
Email: kirstyhuth@gmail.com
To view my photos and price lists visit:
www.facebook.com/kirstyhuthphotography

NAT-ART PICTURE FRAMERS
Est 1988

Contact Natalie on 021 559 4400
Or 083 312 4400
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COUNCILLOR’S COMMENT

DA Ward Councillor
Alderman
James Vos
Tel:021 590 1680
Fax: 021 590 1685
Email:
james.vos@capetown.gov.za

One of my previous reports carried an article
on my reasons for providing funding to fence
in the Edgemead sports fields and Community
Hall. I am glad to report that this has been
completed and, hopefully, it will lead to a safer
and cleaner environment in future, and one
which will be more pleasant for people visiting
these facilities.
I also made recent grants-in-aid to the
Edgemead and Bothasig Sporting grounds as
part of my commitment towards the
development of local sport and recreation.
These funds will be utilized for the
refurbishment of clubhouses and playing
fields. To strengthen the development of
school sport, I have also allocated funding to
all the schools in Edgemead and Bothasig.
Further grants-in-aid were made to the
respective libraries in Edgemead and Bothasig
for additional books and programmes.
I spent part of the Youth Day morning at the
Cape Model and Toy Club's Fair at the
Edgemead Community Hall, chatting to the
various stallholders and attendees. Hobbies
play an important role in the development of
youth and, to a degree, the advent of so-called
social networking, computer games and
gaming consoles have been instrumental in
diverting our youth's attention away from
creativity and genuine social networking.
Through events such as the Fair, young people
can see that there are many ways in which they
can utilise their free time and, at the same time,
create something tangible that they or others
can enjoy.
Hobbies, sport and recreation are pivotal in
the development of our youth, forming an
integral part of their education, and teaching
them the values of teamwork and community,
self-esteem, caring for others, and a sense of
pride, all of which play an essential role in the
future lives of our youth and, consequently,
our nation. The very fact that this Fair was so
well attended is perhaps indicative of the
change of values to which I refer and which I
hope to see.
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Local Leos Annual Conference

Seeking Back Copies of
Edgemead News
Over the many years as a ERA
Committee member or on the
ERA Executive or even as a
resident of the community, have
personally collected many of the
Edgemead News issues from the
very first to the most current
issue. I have kept them in
chronological order and
highlighted those that are missing
out of my collection and was
wondering, if any other member
of the community has also
collected the Edgemead News
over the years, and if so, as to
whether they would part with the
possibly missing issues in my
collection to have an entire
complete collection for the
posterity of Edgemead.
I look forward to be hearing
from you or to even meet with you
in order that I could show you the
collection as I have it to date.
Gary Irlam
email garyirlam@telkomsa.net
Cell. 082 465 0867
Tel. 021 558 3633
Missing:
1982 Volume 8 issue 1;
1991 Volume 17 issues 1 & 2;
1992 Volume 18 Issues 1 & 2

De Tyger Leos attended their annual
conference which was held in
Mooreesburg this year.
The club received top Secretary for
the Year award, and Cindy Haywood
received the award for new Leo of the
Year for showing outstanding initiative,
determination, motivation, enthusiasm
and leadership qualities.
Young people who want to join the
Leo's may contact Janine on
083 503 5118.
Leos meet at the Edgemead Sports
Complex on the last Wednesday of the
month to discuss further activities.

Contact

Life after addiction!

SUPPORT GROUP IN
EDGEMEAD

Support each other
for a better life
x

x

Methodist Church, Edgemead
Every Thursday at 19h00

FOR PARENTS CAREGIVERS
OF HIV/AIDS CHILDREN

R.A.E.L.

FACE THE CHALLENGE
TOGETHER WITH PARENTS &
CAREGIVERSWHO UNDERSTAND

x

Recovering Addicts Empowering
Lives
For any further details please
contact:

x

x

Anthony 082 660 7747
x

We have no affiliation to any religious or
political organisations but believe in a power
greater than ourselves as the ultimate
authority.

contact:MERLE
0215596495/
0824885809/
0718466832
EMAIL: merlevs@hotmail.com
x

ANIMALS LOST & FOUND
WEBSITE

Editor, Design & Layout:
Lee Engeler
Printer: CTP Printers
Tel: 021 929 6200
Distributor:
P. Le Grange & Sons
Tel: 021 939 9117
Advertising:
x

CARE Animal Rescue has started a
website for Edgemead, Bothasig,
Richwood
and surrounding areas.
If you have LOST or FOUND an
animal
Please go to:
Careanimalrescue.ismybiz.com

TO ADVERTISE IN
EDGEMEAD NEWS
TEL: 021 558 1214
CELL: 082 473 9928

Sharon 082 4466634

editor@edgemeadnews.co.za

x

x

or email
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