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Chairman’s 
Corner
I feel both proud 
and privileged to be 
chairman of Edgemead 
Residents Association in 
this landmark year in the 

history of our suburb.  Although I wasn’t 
one of the very first “pioneers” in 1972, 
I built my first house more than 20 years 
ago, and still have properties in Edgemead 
today, so I consider myself to be very 
much an ‘old Edgemedian’.
 It is really astounding how many 
residents there are who have been here for 
decades!  It is certainly proof of how happy 
people are to live in Edgemead, and they 
have every reason to be so because of our 
excellent schools, community halls and 
library, business parks and shopping centre, 
all conveniently located in a charming area 
in close proximity to major road links.
 The ERA Committee wished to host 
a little celebration to mark the 40th 
Anniversary, and we cordially invite all 
Edgemead residents to join us.

We Do:
Salt Chlorinators, 
Sand Changes, 
Pumps, Filters 

and Solar Panel 
Installations. 

All major 
Renovations, 

Weekly 
Maintenance, 

Pump Repairs, 
FREE

Water Testing, 
FREE quotes

SPECIAL: Pay only R75 per week
for professional pool maintenance 

Tel: 021 558 3309
Cell: 084 511 2628

Email: poolpeople@telkomsa.net

Please join us for

EDGEMEAD’S
40th Anniversary

Party
at 19h30 on

Wednesday, 18th April 2012
at Edgemead Community Centre

Memories of Edgemead 
(as written in 2004)
The short cul-de-sac of Linden Court was 
one of the first areas of Edgemead to be 
developed and, more than 30 years later, 
three of the original owners are still in 
their homes.
“My friends and colleagues told me I was 
mad,” says Peter Umlauf.  “It was just 
sand, sand, sand!”

With a rueful grin, Frans Hasse 
elaborates: “All the bush had been cleared 
and, whenever the wind blew, Edgemead 
Drive was  centimetres deep in sand and, of 
course, a lot blew into the house as well.”  
The Hasse property is an example of how 
sheer dogged perseverance can bring 
its reward because Frans and his wife, 
Jean, have one of the loveliest gardens in 
Edgemead today.

Shirley Umlauf remembers that new 

 There will be a very short AGM, 
and then we have a few exciting ideas 
about entertainment – a slide show of 
pictures of Edgemead, then and now, a 
few reminiscences from some of the first 
“pioneers”, followed by finger snacks 

and refreshments and an opportunity to 
remember and chat about the early years 
in our lovely Edgemead.
     We  look  forward to welcoming you.
     Kind regards
Gary Dewing

homeowners were given plants by 
Garden Cities to encourage them to create 
gardens.  “In those days we didn’t know 
much about gardening,” she smiles.  “We 
just put them all in, far too close, and soon 
ended up with quite a jungle.”

Pam English points to a huge, magnificent 
double hibiscus in her front garden.  “This 
was also a gift from Garden Cities, and 
it’s just grown and grown.”  Her husband, 
Eric, tells of a less-welcome “gift” from 
Garden Cities.  “That little eucalyptus was 
planted on the verge of Edgemead Drive, 
at the bottom of our garden.  It’s now 14 
metres tall, and a few tons of leaves land 
up in our swimming pool every year!” he 
says.

All three couples took out loans to buy 
their properties for around R13,000 in early 
1973.  Eric, Frans and Peter remember 
that, for a few years, it was ‘very tight’ 

By supporting our Advertisers, 
you support our community

The Edgemead News is owned by 
Edgemead Residents Association, 
a non-profit Association, and any 
funds we may raise will flow back 

into the community.

managing the bond repayments of R100 
per month. 

Eric describes the houses as being fairly 
basic ‘shells’ in those days.  “As funds 
became available, we’ve all added on a bit 
at a time,” he explains.

Frans and Jean consider that they were 
rather brave ‘pioneers’ when they first 
bought in Edgemead.  But today these 
three original properties are a credit to their 
owners, all of whom staunchly support the 
motto “Proud to live in Edgemead”. 
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Fitness      ●      Health      ●      Energy

Cardio Dance & Tone
PLATTEKLOOF GLEN & MONTE VISTA

Licensed, FitSA Accredited &
Consumer Protection Act Compliant

Fees payable monthly
MORNING AND EVENING CLASSES

only 45 minutes

ADRENALYNNE
Energetic Lifestyle Gym for Ladies

Lynne   021 558 9832
           082 575 6925

info@adrenalynne.co.za     www.adrenalynne.co.za

Safe Disposal offered for 
Hazardous Household Waste
What does one do with CFL light globes which contain mercury, or 
batteries which contain cadmium – both exceptionally dangerous 
substances which should not, under any circumstances, end up 
on our landfill sites?

Prompted by enquiries from concerned residents, we established 
from our ward councillor that the city does not, in fact, have a 
specific policy on the handling of household hazardous waste. 
However, there has been investigation into the provision of three 
drop-off sites operated by the city’s Solid Waste, and a tender for 
management of these is currently being processed and will be 
implemented in July 2012.

We were informed that the city’s Solid Waste Department is 
very concerned by the current Eskom roll-out of 40 million lamps 
of which the bulk are CFL’s which contain mercury because, 
from July 2012, Eskom will no longer accept responsibility for 
the return of used CFL bulbs and “these used bulbs will enter the 
municipal waste stream and be disposed-off on the city landfills, 
thus leading to elevated levels of mercury within the general 
waste sites that may cause pollution.” 

The City is actively creating awareness in the form of flyers to 
encourage the public to remove used CFL bulbs and fluorescent 
tubes from the domestic waste stream and dispose of these at 
special collection points such as Kraaifontein and Athlone.  Not 
very easy for residents of Edgemead!

Ronnie to the Rescue!
But Ronnie Oschmann of Jack’s Paint & 
Hardware has offered to provide boxes at 
his shop in the shopping centre into which 
residents can place 
their used CFL 
globes and batteries, 
and Ronnie will 

personally see to safe disposal of the 
collected hazardous waste items.

This will be an absolute boon to 
our many environmentally-conscious 
residents, and Edgemead News would like 
to say a HUGE THANK YOU to Ronnie 
on behalf of the entire community.  

Call Anthony
Tel:   021 558 4995
Cell: 084 558 4995

Overlocker & Sewing Machine 
Repairs & Services
Scissor Sharpening

Panties - Bikini, G-String, Boy-Leg
Maternity Panties, 

Washable Breast Pads
Re-Riempie Dining Room Chairs
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The Friends of Edgemead Library 
will be holding an

Art Exhibition
at the Edgemead Library

from the 10/4/2012 to 10/5/2012.
All Artists interested should complete an 

Application Form available at
Edgemead Library or email:

melroseglass1@gmail.com or 
contact Melanie cell No: 083 973 8144 

(all art mediums welcome)

The Friends of Edgemead Library
will be holding a

Winter Market 
from the

28th June 2012 to 4th July 2012 at 
Edgemead Library.
We are looking for

high quality Craft Goods.
All interested Crafters should complete 

an Application Form available 
from Edgemead Library or email: 

melroseglass1@gmail.com or 
contact Melanie cell No: 083-9738144.

Library News
National library week will be celebrated 
in libraries from 17 to 24 March, and the 
theme is “Develop @ your library”.

During that week at Edgemead/Monte 
Vista library we would like to launch a 
book club or book clubs. Should you be 
interested to join a book club, contact us at 
the library. We are thinking of having 10 
meetings per annum for 2 hours at a time, 
and are looking at the possibility of an 
English, an Afrikaans and a teenage club.

Programme:
22 March: Coffee shop from 10.00 – 

Easy entertaining with a cooking 
demonstration

23 March: 12.30 to 13.30 – Eskom 
demonstration and talk about the 
production of electricity & safety 
measures. As snacks will be served, you 
need to register at the library beforehand.

All overdue books returned during this 
week will be exempt from fines.

 During the holidays the library will have 
its usual activities for children. The dates 
with activities are 27 & 29 March and 3 
April. Detailed programme is available from 
the library. Bookings are always essential.

From the beginning of April until the end 
of June we will have 
our new reading 

programme for children. This programme 
has proven over the last two years to really 
encourage our children to read!

 As usual the library will be closed over the 
Easter weekend, including Saturday 7 April.

The next
CAR BOOT SALE

hosted by the Friends of the
Edgemead/Monte Vista library
will be @ Edgemead Library

on 31 March
To book a stand please contact Melvin 

at Stall 13 or Tel 076 689 5288
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Keeping in Style with Alexandra Boutique
We are always glad to see a newcomer in our shopping 
centre, and welcome Ro Maher and her newly-opened 
Alexandra Boutique, particularly because there are so 
few shops which cater for mature women.

Ro is an Edgemead resident who has had this rather 
special shop in Sea Point for the past five years, but a 
chronic parking shortage and other problems made her 
jump at the chance when a local shop came vacant.

Alexandra’s clothes are stylish and modern but 
classic, smart casual designs, specifically to cater for 
more mature ladies. They are from South African 
manufactured ranges (not cheap imports) thus offering 
good quality garments at affordable prices, and a variety 
of sizes from 34 to 44.

An important part of the business is alterations, for 
both women’s and men’s clothes. Ro’s two expert, 
experienced alteration staff, Asa and Aziza, have moved 

with her, and alterations are done on the premises.
The stock, excellent service and individual attention are the secrets of Ro’s success, 

and these aspects are sure to attract many residents to the boutique.

Alexandra
Boutique

Smart Casual clothing
for mature women

Alterations
(Women’s and Men’s)

Individual Attention
We also stock ladies

bowls trousers

Excellent Service
is our

Secret of Success

Tel Ro Maher: 021 559 7336
Email: romaher@mweb.co.za

Shop 11, Edgemead Village Centre

SURGERY
Dr J. KIRKBY

Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE

EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE

(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699

Letter from a Resident
For a number of reasons I am implacably opposed to informal 
trading in my area. One of the reasons is that in my mind ‘informal’ 
equates to degradation and squalor. Another is that such trading 
will increase the number of scavengers from the slums.

Another letter from a Resident 
I refer to the letter from “Happy but concerned resident” in 
your January issue; he/she asked “Is this what we want in 
Edgemead?”

 An unqualified NO, NO, NO!
In mid-January I noticed that the grass where the fruit & 

veg trader has set up his operation had been completely killed 
off, leaving a sandy path where he trudges around every day. 
Now I see that he has put down large pieces of cardboard (or 
similar) to cover the dust. This is the first step to becoming 
a 3rd World suburb. It looks cheap and tacky, and what will 
happen in winter when it rains?  We’ll have nothing but mud 
where there used to be a semblance of grass.

This is a perfect example of why we do not want informal traders 

of any type in and around Edgemead; they wreck the environment 
that we love so dearly. This trader says he’s staying there and 
doesn’t want to move elsewhere - do we therefore conclude that 
he doesn’t give a damn about residents’ opinions?

His wares are not all that cheap either and I wonder what 
condition they’re in after a day (or more) baking in our summer 
heat. The Spar and Woolworths have excellent produce, stored 
in cool and clean conditions. As I’m lucky enough to have a car 
I can shop around elsewhere, but if all else fails I’ll use our local 
stores.

Informal trading in Edgemead must be banned entirely - we 
don’t need it and we certainly don’t want it.

                                                   Another concerned resident                            

I see Shoprite has fine new red trolleys. What is likely to 
happen if I contact the police and tell them about scavengers in 
possession of red stolen property?

                                                                 Don’t Dumb Down                                       

We offer the following:
Comprehensive visual examinations (including glaucoma screening)

Contact Lens fittings  ●  Free screenings for Drivers Licences & Scholars 
Package Deals for Pensioners  ●  Discount for Cash 

Services also available at:
Peter Grewe Opticians 021 591 1437

Bothasig Optical Centre 021 558 8030

Credit Card
and Edgars

Card Facilities

Contracted
to most

Medical Aids

EDGEMEAD OPTICAL CENTRE
For Personalised and Professional Eyecare

For Bookings & Enquiries
please phone

021 558 7128
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Leo camp for children
De Tyger Leo Club, with help from the Monte Vista Rovers, 
held a weekend away for Children from the Andrew Murray 
Home in Wellington at the local Scout campsite at Hawequas. 
This first time event was a great learning curve for the Leos, 
and they and the Rovers presented a well-planned and organised 
weekend. 

Stor-Age, South Africa’s leading self-storage company, is no 
stranger when it comes to supporting the kids of our communities. 
Through initiatives such as the Create Happiness Drive as well 
as donations and school sponsorships, Stor-Age aims to better 
the lives of children throughout the country.

Create Happiness, an initiative by Stor-Age and Round Table, 
takes place once a year and is a collection campaign for toys, 
clothes, linen and books and other goods for children. The latest 
Create Happiness came to a close recently. The Western Cape 
Stor-Age branches collected the most goods, enough to fill a 
28m2 storage unit. Second was Bloemfontein with 15m2 and 
then Johannesburg with 5m2. All goods have gone to Round 
Table to be distributed to selected charities.

Stor-Age also recently made a R5000 donation to The 
Children’s Hospital Trust in aid of the young patients at the Red 
Cross Memorial Children’s Hospital in Cape Town.

Having visited the hospital recently, Robbie Cameron - 
Business Development Manager at Stor-Age - commented on 
how encouraged he was by the helpful and friendly staff, as 
well as by the fortitude that the children showed through their 
difficulties.

Furthermore, Stor-Age sponsors several local school 
sports teams across the country.  Recent sponsorships 
include Eunice High School from Bloemfontein and Allen 
Glen High School from Pietermaritzburg’s Midmar Mile 
Swimming Teams.

“These local and nationwide initiatives are very important 
to Stor-Age” says Gavin Lucas, CEO of Stor-Age. “We are 
continually looking for ways to get involved in our communities 
and to make a difference to the lives of children in South 
Africa”.

To find out more about Stor-Age and how you can get involved 
in the next Create Happiness drive, call 0861 18 18 18 or browse 
the website at www.stor-age.co.za .

To help donate or perhaps plan an inspiring visit to the Red 
Cross Memorial Children’s Hospital you can get contact details 
from the Children’s Hospital Trust Facebook page.

Please contact Andrea at KLPR for further information or 
high res images on andrea@klprsa.com or 021 671 4127.

Robbie Cameron at the Red Cross Memorial Children’s Hospital

Supporting 
our Kids

Leo Cindy with children making stick bread on the open fire

One of the tasks was spliting the children into groups and making 
flags of various Olympic countries. Above is the ‘Germany’ 
group. 
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The Founding of ERA
97 eager residents of the brand new suburb 
of Edgemead gathered at a meeting called 
by the first homeowner, Cyril Tessendorf, 
on Thursday 21 March 1974 to discuss 
the merits of forming a ratepayers 
association.

This is what appears on the first pages 
pasted into a huge, old-fashioned, hard-
covered Minute Book, containing the

After much patient labour by ERA, on 10th September 1984 a 
direct bus service was introduced by City Tramway Company 
from Edgemead Shopping Centre to the city.  Initially there was 
only one bus per day, departing Edgemead at 07h15, and leaving 
Cape Town for the return journey at 17h15.Within 

Bus Blockade
Resident Group Scouter, Vanessa Yaxley, was 
astounded when a Golden Arrow bus stopped right 
across the exit from the shopping centre parking 
area onto Louis Thibault, and proceeded to load and 
offload passengers. She switched off the engine, took 
a few photos on her cellphone and eventually, after 
about five minutes, the bus lumbered off and let the 
cars out.
   This happened to Vanessa last year and again last 
week. The incidents have, of course, been reported to 
Golden Arrow, but residents are warned to beware in 
case this should happen again.

Does anyone know these ex-Edgemead residents?
Edgemead News received a phone call and an email from Liz 
Harker who is hoping that someone can help 
her to redirect post.  She wrote:
 We’ve received Christmas Cards, Birthday 
Cards, but been unable to trace the sender 
or find the “Smiths” in the Telephone 
Book.  His name is Dave and hers is Lyn 
(Lynette). The mail always comes from the 
same people Len & Beryl. Dave could be a 
relation of Len or Beryl as previous Birthday 

Page 10

 two years, there were two buses, both were full, and a third was 
requested and, by 1987, there was an hourly bus service into 
the city, a single fare costing R1,32, and a 10-ride “clipcard” 
costing R9,80.

The First Edgemead Bus Service

Cards were written to: “Our Bro” and “Our Broertjie Dave”. 
There are some really beautiful cards (I’ve kept them all) and I 
hope that with putting a copy of the envelope in the Edgemead 

News, maybe they will see it or someone 
who knows them will see it.

There is no return address on the 
envelope, and I had no luck with anyone 
phoning even after I had it put on the 
shopping centre notice board. 
Kind Regards,
Liz Harker 021-5588251  082 2902 497

Minutes of every meeting over a 12 year 
period, and which is now in the safe hands 
of our Principal Librarian, Mrs Lorraine 
Mathewson. Years of handing this on 
from committee to committee, and being 
packed into and out of boxes in various 
ERA members’ garages have taken their 
toll, but Lorraine offered to have it repaired 
by her skilful team of book menders, after 
which it will be permanently placed in 
the library as a rather precious piece of 

Edgemead history.
The official inaugural meeting of 

Edgemead Residents Association is 
recorded on the next page of the tome, 
having taken place a few months later 
on 27 June 1974.  Annual subscriptions 
were set at 60c per person, or R1,00 per 
husband and wife; and Mr Myers, on 
behalf of Garden Cities, presented a most 
generous cheque for R100 to enable the 
Association to get on its feet.
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Edgemead Runners
by Francois Gouws

For most runners it is a busy time of the year as they prepare 
for the Two Oceans Half & Ultra Marathon in April as well as 
for Comrades in June. The aim is to stay fit, run proper mileage 
& to prevent any unnecessary injuries. The above mentioned is 
also true for Edgemead Runners & the commitment & enthusiasm 
is very prevalent amongst club members. At present we have 86 
entrants for the Two Oceans Half Marathon & 54 entrants for the 
Two Oceans Ultra Marathon. Good luck to all! 

Our participation at races has increased dramatically in the last 
year & on average we have 40 – 50 members participating at any 
given WPA Race. The general performance of our members at 
races is commendable & we regularly have members finishing 
in the top 3 positions of their age category.

Our club weekend away at the Cango Marathon in Oudtshoorn 
during February was well attended & we were blessed with 
perfect weather on race day. The social get-together on the 
Saturday night was very festive & a big thank you to all for 
organizing the weekend & especially the ladies for assisting 
with the catering. The Koeberg 15km & Century City 10km 
races were hosted in February 
& March and a number of club 
members ran personal best 
times. Well done to all! We 
also hosted a 44km training 
run in March as preparation for 
Two Oceans. The route took 
runners from Constantia Nek 
thru Constantia, up Ou Kaapse 
Weg, thru Noordhoek along 
Chapman’s Peak & Hout Bay 
and back to Constantia Nek. 
24 Club Members tackled the 
challenging route & all were 
happy to reach the end after 
4½ hours on the road. Thank 
you to all who assisted with 
seconding along the route!

Our weekly time trial on Tuesdays & our Thursday training 
sessions remain popular and we have new faces joining us 
at every session. Thank you to Gavin for assisting with the 
coaching duties, to Pierre & Erwin for your guidance with the 
club’s beginner group known as the Figlers and lastly to the 
committee for your commitment & service! 

If you would like to find out more about us please go to 
www.edgemeadrunners.org.za or email us on committee@
edgemeadrunners.org.za or contact one of the committee 
members or speak to us at one of the races.

How Edgemead Residents ARGUED!
“Betoog” is an Afrikaans word meaning argue and, for many 
years, the Edgemead Residents Association (ERA) was 
well-known to the then Municipality of Goodwood as “Die 
Betogers”.

Way back in the early days of the suburb there was very little 
here except for some houses and some roads and lots and lots 
of sand, and during the next 20 years residents worked hard to 
obtain all the facilities which we take for granted today. Initially, 
new residents wanted sports facilities, and lobbied and argued 
until Garden Cities kindly agreed to provide two tennis courts 
and two playing fields. Also wanted was a hall for badminton, 
table tennis and squash but residents had to contribute R8000 
towards the cost.  In those days, that was a fortune, roughly half 
the price of an entire property, but they begged and coaxed and 
managed to scrape up the necessary funding for what we know 
today as the minor hall.

In the late ‘70’s, the authorities considered pre-primary 
education as non-essential, but Edgemead residents disagreed 
and argued and argued until permission was given for use of 
the minor hall.  Once again, our wonderful benefactor, Garden 
Cities, came to the rescue, donating a piece of land for a pre-
primary school, and offering to match funds raised on a Rand 
for Rand basis.  Frantic fundraising ensued, and Edgemead Pre-
Primary was opened in 1981.

It took six long years of arguing to finally get the Department 
of Education to agree to building a Primary School, and the 
first 93 children started off in 1979 in six rented houses, kindly 
provided by Garden Cities.  Just a year later there were already 
185 pupils, requiring additional houses, as well as pre-fabricated 
classrooms and a caravan.  But the arguing had paid off and at 
last, in 1983, Edgemead Primary officially opened its doors.

The following year, the need for a high school became 
apparent, but the authorities said that no funds were available. 
The ERA was not prepared to accept this without putting up a 
fight and, after lots of hard work, tenacity and determination 
(and arguing of course!) the committees of Edgemead and 
Monte Vista RA’s finally met with the Provincial Administrator, 
successfully convinced him of the necessity, and R4,2 million 
was budgeted for a high school in our suburb.

It was not until the late ‘80’s that arguments began in an 
attempt to convince the “powers-that-be” of the necessity for 
a community centre and library but there they stand today, 
undeniable proof of the dogged determination of “Die Betogers”, 
to whom current residents owe a great debt of gratitude. 

Use your mistakes as stepping stones, 
not as stumbling blocks.
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The Cub pack which recently participated in a Children’s Cancer 
Awareness Day – hence the blue & white hearts they drew.

1st Edgemead Air Cubs and Scouts
by Rocco du Plessis
Scouting is not just about tying knots and wearing a uniform. 
Rather, it’s about learning all sorts of valuable information, 
whilst having fun at the same time. The 1st Edgemead Air Cubs 
and Scouts are doing just that, from playing on flight simulators 
to flying over Cape Town. 

1st Edgemead, being one of the few Air Scout & Cub groups 
in the country, are focusing on, but not limited to, the scouting 
‘Air’ aspect. Their scouts are flying, and have flown from 
Morningside Airport to Cape Town International, did a tour 
of the air traffic control tower & weather station, then flew 
back again. They have had outings to the SA Airforce base at 
Ysterplaat, toured the museum and the planetarium, watched 
airshows, and done many other fun activities.

Then, when they have their feet firmly on the ground again, they 
are encouraged by guest speakers to perform well at school and to 
pursue their dream careers, no matter who they are. The scouting 
movement is all about the kids absolutely and thoroughly enjoying 
themselves, while realising their full potential.

Just recently, on the 28th January, the cub and scout groups were 
at the Edgemead Shopping Centre, promoting the ‘disposing of 
energy saving light bulbs’ as a long term community project, 
while also playing games and having fun. Enjoying themselves 
while doing small acts of service is positively influencing not 
only their group, but also the people whom they meet, and the 
community around them.

The 1st Edgemead Air Cubs & Scouts are so enthusiastic 
about what they do that their groups are growing because of 
it. They have also been receiving fantastic support from eager 
adult scouters who have joined them, who have shared their time 
and experience, which has rubbed off on the cubs and scouts in 
a truly positive way. Families have also been getting involved, 
and are really enjoying the time with their children, and all the 
exciting activities and outings that have been taking place.  

The scout hall door is open for anyone who wishes to 

take part in their exciting and rewarding program, parents and 
youth included.  

Give us a call – you will be warmly welcomed!
Scouts & Cubs meet at Edgemead Guide/Scout Hall,
cor. Anton Anreith &  Brownsea Cl
Contact and Meeting Details:
Scouts 11-18 years, boys & girls Tuesday 18h00-20h00
   Contact: Bradley Cupido  083 487 9142  bradleycupido@yahoo.com 
Cubs 7-11years, boys & girls Wednesday 17h30-19h00
   Contact: Carey Schoots 021 558 8134 or 082 494 4799 careyschoots@gmail.com
Group Scouter (Scouter in charge) Vanessa Yaxley 082 853 2470
   yaxman@mweb.co.za / vanessay@hanic.co.za

Hall Enquiries: Nick Murphy 083 633 1206  nickm@hanic.co.za

Edgemead Tennis Club is currently participating in the Western 
Province Tennis Mens and Ladies leagues which consist of 
Singles and Doubles sections. We have one Ladies Singles team 
and two Ladies Doubles teams entered along with three Mens 

Singles teams and one Mens Doubles team.
With most teams playing their final matches on 10 March, 

the Ladies Doubles B team is leading the 3rd league by 2 points 
over the team from Parow, and by 4 points over the team from 

Fish Hoek. The closest the Mens teams can get 
to the success of the ladies is the Mens Singles A 
team and the Mens Singles C team who are both 
lying third in the 3rd and 8th leagues respectively. 
The rest of the Ladies and Mens teams are in the 
lower half of their leagues, but none of them are 
playing “Tail End Charlie” this season.

If the Ladies Doubles B team can hold their 
position (or not drop by more than one position), and 
the Mens Singles C team move up by one position 
in their final match, then they will gain promotion 
to a higher league in their section for next year’s 
league. Unfortunately the Mens Singles A team is 
not in consideration for possible promotion, being 
17 points behind the second placed team with only 
16 points available from their final match.

The Tennis Club is always on the lookout for 
players prepared to participate in league matches. 
Should you be interested in playing league for 
the club, please visit us on a Thursday evening 
between 5 and 7 pm or on a Saturday afternoon 
between 2 and 5 pm.

Edgemead Tennis Club
by Brett Rowbotham

Ladies Doubles A – Michelle Roos, Tracy Scholtz, Christine Rossouw, Gillian 
McKinnon
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Leo Janine van Wulven of De Tyger Leo Club with Jai Min Cham from 
Malaysia.  As part of the Lions Clubs Exchange Programme, Jai Min spent a 
few days in Cape Town with the van Wulven family on her tour through South 
Africa. Lions Clubs host these youth exchange programmes throughout the 
world for young people between the ages of 17 and 22 years, the idea being 
for the young people to live with families and experience different cultures 
and ways of life. Jai Min said South Africa was very different from her 
home, but that she had enjoyed the difference.

Job opportunities Edgemead
I’ve always found that being very specific about what I want tends to get the best results.  So 
opening a new call centre in the Edgemead area made me think a little about what I wanted to 
achieve right on my doorstep.
I’m creating more jobs, plain and simple.
I have 2 small teams and I’m looking for proficient people to join us.
I need people with a confident telephone manner and a little bit of business / travel knowledge. If 
you have loads of enthusiasm you will find that you will surprise yourself at your capabilities.   
Persistence always pays and the most persistent progress to be the most vibrant and successful 
sales staff ever! Don’t give up, that’s all.  Success is measured in many ways, but to be successful 
means to do what is expected . . . and a little more.  I seem to get a little more out of my staff, so 
I think there certainly are stars in the making staying right here in Edgemead!    
Priority Marketing is searching for clear speaking and well organised individuals.  
Our product is an internationally marketed travel product, suitable to business and leisure travellers.  
The pay is performance based, the hours are ideal for those with a young family (5hours per day, 
either a morning or afternoon shift), there is no traveling.

If you think you have what it takes, contact us for details.    
Contact Tanya Prior:

087 943 2253 / 084 428 2172
Tanya@prioritymarketing.co.za

Lions Youth 
Exchange 
Programme

We make your marketing our priority
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My Plea for Trees
by Peter Loveland 
In my personal opinion the trees in 
Edgemead contribute substantially to the 
character and value of our rather special 
suburb. Despite this appreciation I must 
admit that when a homeowner is constantly 
faced with having to remove leaf litter 
from their roof gutters or swimming 
pools, then there might be reason to be 
less enchanted. 

We also have a resident who considers 
it necessary to remove two trees on either 
side of every streetlight pole on Louis 
Thibault Drive, from the shopping centre 
to Edgemead Drive, so that the street 
lighting is more effective.  

Beyond the aesthetic pleasure, the value 
of trees is also obvious if you can get into 
a pleasantly cool car that might be parked 
outside in the heat of day. Unfortunately 
you run the risk of falling foul of the local 
Parks Department for parking in an area 
under their control.

But trees that are removed for any 
reason must be replaced, and it is the 
matter of young trees being planted by 
our Parks Department that is my major 
concern. The unofficial policy appears to 
be to plant a young tree, with no mulch 
(wood chip) to offset the effects of sun 

and wind, and then to just take a chance 
on its survival without any watering.  
Considering the rates we pay, I believe it 
is just ‘not on’ to expect the public to take 
on this responsibility, even though it is 
only a relatively short while before a tree 
becomes self-sufficient. However, the 
very idea that water or wood chip could 
be supplied by Council was met with a 
totally negative reaction from our local 
Parks Manager. This I found extremely 
disappointing. This disappointment was 
offset by the generous donation of a trailer 
load of mulch by Wastetech. This was 
used to control the evaporation around 
thirteen young trees until their roots can 
get some depth.

If you have any views on this issue, 
either for or against, I would like you 
to respond via my e-mail address or 
by dropping a note in ERA’s post box 
under the notice board at the Edgemead 
Shopping Centre.
ploveland@mweb.co.za

One should treat oneself 
as one does one’s friends 

– critically, 
but with affection.
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Dirty

Window

Cleaning

Service cc

● Domestic and commercial window and 
property cleaning

● End of contract cleaning (rental or sold 
property)

● Builders or craftsmen clean up

● Windows of houses, shops, showrooms, 
factories

● We use professional cleaning products
● The team is neat, hygenic, quiet and well 

supervised

Cheryl Sadie
084 251 3909
info@dirtywindowcleaning.com
www.dirtywindowcleaning.com

What it Used to Cost +/-35 years ago   
R499 to carpet a 3-bedroom house
R39 to steamclean carpets (whole house)
R1,52 Everysun No. 5 
R1,79 Ambre Solaire
R0,99 for 1 litre of Shampoo
R1,65 for 1 litre of Foam Bath
R2,10 for Conditioner
R0,29 for a cake of soap
R8,35 for a lube service - plus a free duster
R242 epoxy-coat burglar bars whole house

R5000 to build a gunited pool (complete)

R8,49 for 4kg hth
Boerewors R2,20/kg, 
Mince R2,50/kg, 
Pork Leg R3,10/kg, 
Prime Rump R4,98/kg.
R34,99 for 25 litres PVA
R35 for a Hammock
R3,99 Kodak film 24-exp
Video hire R100 for 50 movies

Adrian Greenwood was one of the first residents to join the Neighbourhood 
Watch (ENW) in 2010, and has served on the committee since its 
inception. He recently received some toys from a friend and, instead 
of sending them to a charity shop, offered them to Victim Support Co-
ordinator, Diane Stratton, as a donation from ENW.  

Diane and her wonderful band of volunteers welcomed them 
with open arms.  Karin (pictured on the left) – one of the four VSG 
Supervisors – has just completed a play therapy course, and the toys 
will be used for play therapy for children who have been in abusive 
situations.  In addition, if a family comes to the Support Group, and a 
child selects a toy to cuddle and play with, the child is given that toy to 
take home for comfort.  

Pictured here are: Karin, Diane and new volunteer, Jacinta.
If you would like to be a Victim Support volunteer, or in any other 
way assist this wonderful group of people, please contact VSG Co-
ordinator Diane Stratton on 079 645 645 7. 

Edgemead Neighbourhood 
Watch Donates Toys to 
Victim Support Group
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You get the best out of others when 
you give the best of yourself.
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EDGEMEAD BOWLING CLUB
by Patrick McGuinness

Edgemead Lady Bowlers win 2 Muter Leagues 
The Edgemead   ladies first and second teams have had a great 
season , winning their respective Leagues. The first team has 
been promoted to the Premier League and the Second team to 
the First League. Well done to all the players and we wish them 
every success for next year. 

Edgemead Classic
The Edgemead Classic Bowls Competition took place on 17th, 
18th and 19th February and was a huge success. The event must go down as the biggest on the Cape bowling calendar. The competition 

was very well organized and the meals served were “Awesome”.
The Sponsors who made the event possible were Warwick,  

Financial advisers and Insurance Brokers;  Chas O’Reilly, a  
club member; Distell, one of the major suppliers to our “Pub”

Competition was tough throughout the three days and there 
was a lot of excellent bowling.

The Winners were. 1st Prize: Phil Lancaster and his team. 
2nd Prize: K .Kotze and his team. 3rd Prize: N.McKinney and 
his team. 4th Prize: B. van der Walt and his team. 5th Prize: 
G.Holvec and his team. “B” Section Prize was won by D.Botes 
and his team. Raffle Winner was Chas O’Reilly.  

Takkie Day
 “Takkie Day” is an event held to introduce “non bowlers” to the 
game. On Sunday afternoon  26th February 60 visitors joined us 
for some instructions and plenty of fun.

When playing bowls one regularly hears people say “I wish I 
had started bowls earlier: If you are thinking of starting bowls it 
is never too early. Now is the right time. One can play the game 
competitively or more leisurely by playing “tabs in”. It is a great 
game and can be played for many years. At Edgemead we have 
great social side to the game and there many new friends to be 
made.

Anyone interested in joining the next “Takkie Day” or our 
club can contact Graeme or Anita on 021-5584057 or e-mail 
ebclub@telkomsa.net

Variety Concert
A Variety concert was presented on Saturday, February 4th. The 
performers were Jenny du Preez, Sheila Birtwhistle, Roy Bester 
and Arthur Cox. A good time was had by all. 

JUNIORS at Edgemead Tennis Club
by Christine Rossouw

Chris and his dad, with Brett and his daughter

On 21st January, a “GENERATION GAP TENNIS DAY” 
was held at our club. In a scorching heat of 34°C, a total of 32 
players took part.

The generation gap day is in its 6th year at the club. The 
theme of the day is that an older family member plays 
with a younger family member. There were grannies with 
grandchildren, and mommies/daddies with sons/daughters. If 
you didn’t have anyone to play with then an ‘adoptive’ partner 
was found.

It was a great day, but I think a lot of the OLDER generation 
couldn’t get up the next morning!!!! Thank you to all who 
participated.

More recently the juniors of the club have just finished their 
league. This has been held every Saturday morning since the 
28th January. The results 
are very good - both teams 
U18 and U14 teams came 
second. Well done!

The club champion-ships 
start on 17th March and it 
is time for all our juniors to 
shine and to find out who 
our junior champion is. 
Also on that date, but in 
the morning, is a fun day of 
tennis matches for the ages 
7 years to 15 years.

We would like to con-
gratulate Michael Moreland 
for being chosen for WP 
Schools U12 tennis team.

 If you would like 

Players enjoying their afternoon on the bowling green

Christopher  Breetzke and Ethan Fowler, 2 of the youngest 
participants in the Generation Gap Tennis Tournament

any information on the above, please contact coach Christine on 0215585750 or 
0829695479.
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Councillor’s Comment
DA Ward Councillor Alderman James Vos
Tel. 021 590 1680    Fax 021 590 1685
james.vos@capetown.gov.za
It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Edgemead on its 40th 
Anniversary. It is exactly 40 years ago this month since the founding 
of Edgemead when the first residents moved into their new homes 
and, from humble and simple beginnings, the suburb has grown into a 

functioning and established neighbourhood.
 Today we celebrate 40 years of development and growth. We celebrate a working and 
active town with exceptional and incomparable amenities and sporting facilities, schools 

Come and join us . . .
 Play badminton for fun and fitness!

When!
Every Monday and Thursday evening from 19h00 till late

Where!
In the Edgemead Community Hall (next to the Library)

     We also play League on Thursday evenings.

Contact Linda on
083 303 9428 (Secretary)
Find us on Facebook:
      Edgemead Badminton Clubf

Editor:
Lee Engeler

Design & Layout:
Andre van Wilgen

Lee Engeler  

Printer:  CTP Printers    
Tel: 021 929 6200
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P. Le Grange & Sons 

Tel: 021 939 9117

Advertising:
TO ADVERTISE IN EDGEMEAD NEWS
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 Gary Dewing  083 275 5339 

 or 
Reece Hanning  082 451 5436

Drunk Driving
There was a creative defence argument in a 

recent British drunk driving case:
The driver of a horse-drawn carriage was 

accused of drunk driving and not stopping at a 
red traffic light. He pleaded that it wasn’t his 

fault – his horse was colour blind and couldn’t 
tell the difference between a

red and a green light.
The magistrate gave him a 12-month 

suspended sentence.
The horse got off scot-free. 

and a library, churches and crèches, parks 
and recreational facilities, a post office, 
town hall and commercial nodes, roads and 
infrastructure and, most importantly, we 
celebrate the extraordinary and remarkable 
citizens of Edgemead.
 Having been born and raised in this area, it 
has been fascinating for me to have watched, 
as I grew up, the development from bush and 
sand and scattered houses, to today’s bustling 
community, of which we can all be justly proud.  
And, in spite of progress and development, 
Edgemead has always managed to maintain its 
unique and special “Garden Cities” ethos.
 It has been a privilege for me to be associated 
with this suburb, and to have been in a position 
to help advance this town since my election as 
the ward councillor more than a decade ago – 
that was a proud moment for me. Residents may 
recall that I made a commitment some time ago 
to try to provide employment in service areas 
such as street sweeping and litter picking. My 
programme also included repainting of street 
names, and I will again budget for this in the 
forthcoming financial year because, although a 
seemingly minor aspect in the wider scope of 
matters requiring attention, in my opinion it is 
actually of great importance.
 As ward councillor I am constantly in 
negotiations for improvements, and a few 
things to look forward to in the coming years 
include the installation of 
water pressure management 
systems in an effort to optimise 
the water supply network, and 
to minimize excessive pressures 
within the supply system, which 
are resulting in numerous 
supply disruptions and water 
losses such as pipe bursts; and 
the implementation of upgrades 
at the access roads to improve 
traffic system management, as 
well as the roll-out of feeder 
routes to connect to the bus 
transport system.
 This is a lovely suburb 
with excellent facilities and 
beautiful homes. My very 
best wishes to you all for 
successful celebrations during 
your Anniversary Year, and 
for continued prosperity in the 
future.

ROOM TO RENT/HOUSE TO SHARE
in Edgemead close to the shopping centre.

A double bedroom, bathroom,
seperate toilet and full use of kitchen, 

laundry and garden.
To share with a woman and 6 year old, so 

only ladies to enquire. 
R2500pm and 1 month deposit in advance. 

Short or long term lease. 
Includes water and electricity  

Tel 0837816080

From your Editor
One often hears and reads about that 
dreaded fellow Murphy, who upsets ‘the 
best laid plans of mice and men’ and, 
although he wasn’t entirely to blame in this 
instance, he definitely did interfere with 
arrangements which meant that your editor 
moved house just before print deadline of 
this special edition of Edgemead News.

We were also excited and delighted to be 
approached by a number of new advertisers 
and, almost at the eleventh hour, had to add 
another four pages to the magazine. 

Surrounded by unpacked cartons, many 
100’s of megabytes flew back and forth 
through cyberspace between my computer 
and that of our patient and hard-working 
DTP man, Andre van Wilgen who emailed 
the last proof to me at 3.30 in the morning – 
talk about ‘burning the midnight oil’! 

At the time of writing, layout of the 20 
pages is almost complete, ready for the 
printer in the morning, and we very much 
hope that you’ll enjoy the result. The 
content is an eclectic mix of current news, 
articles and events interspersed with some 
reminiscences of old Edgemead.  We hope 
to publish a few more of the latter in each 
issue during the rest of this Anniversary 
Year.
Sincerely,
Lee Engeler
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