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April 1972 - The beginning . . . 

EDGEMEAD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION NEW COMMITTEE 2012/13

40TH ANNIVERSARY GUEST SPEAKERS  CAPE TOWN HAS ITS OWN CHOO TJOE!

The new ERA Exco as elected at the AGM on 18 April 2012, from left: Lorraine McMurdo, Carl Witten, 
Judy Kidwell, Chairman Rocco du Plessis, Andre van Wilgen, Heather-Lee and Jeremy Beckley.

From left: Steve Hayward, Cyril Tessendorf and Neville 
Rasmussen. Read their reminiscences in this issue.

Above from left: Stefan Andrzejewski, Jason Siebert and 
Christopher Andrzejewski with steam engine “Jenni” Read 

about these residents’ fascinating hobby on page 14.



   May 2012Edgemead News

www.edgemeadnews.co.zaPage 2 www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Newly-elected 
ERA Chairman
Exco members were 
delighted when Rocco 
du Plessis accepted 
nomination as Chair-
man of Edgemead 
Residents Association. 
He is probably the 

youngest Chairman ever to serve on the ERA 
but, for all his youth, has shown great wisdom 
and good judgement in dealing with various 
matters during the past year.  He has also 
made a valuable contribution to the committee 
through his handling of the important portfolio 
of Youth & Schools.
 Rocco grew up in Edgemead, attending both 
Primary and High Schools and was a prefect at 
EHS.  After matriculating he spent two years 
working with a humanitarian aid group in 
Malawi and Zimbabwe, and is now in his 4th 
year of study for a Civil Engineering degree.
 Of particular interest to residents will be 
that, in 2005, Rocco was Edgemead’s record-
breaking scout. He was a keen scout from the 
early age of 10, rose to Troop Leader of 1st 
Edgemead, and smashed all Area records, 
being the first Springbok Scout in Edgemead 
Troop’s history (26 years at that time). In fact, 
he was only the third in the whole country to 
have received this high award, completing 
all three Explorers and achieving Springbok 
Scout status “Land, Sea and Air”.  
 Interviewed at that time, Rocco said he 
believed in giving back to the community and 
being of service, as this was part of his character 
and in line with the ethos of Scouting. 
 He hasn’t changed, and now says that he is 
honoured to serve in the position of Chairman 
and will do everything possible to serve the 
community of Edgemead and safeguard its 
interests. 

40TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION

Your Residents Association hosted a most 
successful and well-attended function last 
month - a brief AGM followed by wonderful 
reminiscences and anecdotes about the early 
years of the suburb, related by three long-time 
residents. We couldn’t have selected three 
more fantastic guest speakers for our 40th 
Anniversary function!  But, because each was 
fascinating in his own right, we’re going to 
spread them through this issue and let you read 
each individually. 

We offer the following:
Comprehensive visual examinations (including glaucoma screening)

Contact Lens fittings  ●  Free screenings for Drivers Licences & Scholars 
Package Deals for Pensioners  ●  Discount for Cash 

Services also available at:
Peter Grewe Opticians 021 591 1437

Bothasig Optical Centre 021 558 8030

Credit Card
and Edgars

Card Facilities

Contracted
to most

Medical Aids

EDGEMEAD OPTICAL CENTRE
For Personalised and Professional Eyecare

For Bookings & Enquiries
please phone

021 558 7128

Boot Sales at 
Edgemead Library

The next boot sales are on 2 and 30 
June, and 28 July.
To book please contact Melvin at Stall 
13 or Tel 076 689 5288.

First homeowner and first ERA Chairman, 
Cyril Tessendorf, had the audience roaring 
with laughter as he most amusingly told of 
some of the trials and tribulations of the first 
residents. He had put his name down eight 
years previously and, when he received the 
call to say he was top of the list, and a house 
would shortly become available, he was 

thrilled and excited but desperate at the same 
time because he didn’t have enough money 
to pay transfer costs. His brother came to the 
rescue with a loan, and Cyril moved in with 
his wife, Jay, and their two little daughters, a 
toddler and a one year old.
 After those first six houses, construction 
continued at a great rate and the interest was 
phenomenal with masses of people driving 
in to look. The only road at that time was 
Edgemead Drive as far as Sunnyside, and the 
few other narrow gravel roads between the 
first houses. All the rest was sand and bush, 
and what a lot of sand there was! As Garden 
Cities’ bulldozers worked to prepare plots 
for construction, there was even more sand 
which blew into the houses and the garages 
and necessitated sweeping and sweeping and 
sweeping! 
 Life was also not easy in that there were 
no shops and no postal service. There were 
no phones or milk delivery.  A little shop in 
Bothasig supplied basics but for grocery 
shopping residents had to go to Milnerton or 
Goodwood.
 Cyril described the tremendous community 
spirit that existed in those days, when residents 
all got to know one another and worked so 
hard to obtain the facilities for their suburb.  
He also told of how the Residents Association 
came to be founded in 1974:  the price of 
water was increased to 10c per kilolitre, and 
they were all afraid they wouldn’t be able to 
pay their municipal accounts!
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De Tyger Leos Club
Eleven members of the De Tyger Leo club attended their annual Leo 
conference held in Moorreesburg. The club did well and walked away with 
numerous awards - Best Club, Best Project (camp they held for children in 
Wellington), Top Treasurer, Top President and fellowship award. 
 The sponsoring Lions Clubs De Grendel and Tygerberg Hills are very 
proud of this group of young people living out their Motto of Leadership, 
Experience and Opportunity.  Any young person who wants to join them 
in their endeavours can contact Deon on 083 713 6926. 

Back Richard Flawn; Standing Reon Goshai, Gavin Barry, Deon van 
Wulven (Top treasurer), Caitlin Bowen, Justine Geilis, Gavin van den 
Bergh, Cindy Hayward (Top president); Sitting Stacey Rix (top Leo), 
Janine van Wulven and Uli Wissdorf (best new Leo). Reon, Gavin and 
Caitlin were inducted as new members at the conference.

Stitchers Den has moved
Stitchers Den can now be found at 14 Sunnyside in Edgemead.

The hours have also been extended and it’s now open every Saturday 
from 9am till 12 midday.

Don’t miss the SEASONAL WOOL SALE now on!
And don’t forget the Charity Stitching Group every Tuesday from 10.30 

till 12.30 when knitters and crocheters are encouraged to come for coffee 
and chatter while they knit/stitch items which can be donated to charity.

“Come and put your skill to use to bless others.  Knit for charity and 
enjoy a cuppa and good chatter while you’re at it.”

Fitness      ●      Health      ●      Energy

Cardio Dance & Tone
PLATTEKLOOF GLEN & MONTE VISTA

Licensed, FitSA Accredited &
Consumer Protection Act Compliant

Fees payable monthly
MORNING AND EVENING CLASSES

only 45 minutes

ADRENALYNNE
Energetic Lifestyle Gym for Ladies

Lynne   021 558 9832
           082 575 6925

info@adrenalynne.co.za     www.adrenalynne.co.za

Edgemead Library Coffee Shop
Our next coffee shop will be on 1st June at 10:00. We will once again 
have the topic of “Easy Entertaining”. 
   In March the guests were so impressed by the staff’s ideas, as well as 
the demonstration, that we decided to do it again by popular demand. 
Bookings for this are essential.

“Lost” Residents Found
The “Lost” residents sought by Liz Harker have been found 
thanks to Elise of the dentists in the shopping centre. She 
recognised the names, checked the files, and put the Harkers 
and Smiths in touch with one another.
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40th Anniversary continued
Second to share memories with those at the 
40th Anniversary celebration was Neville 
Rasmussen, founder of the first youth 
organisation in Edgemead, the Scouts.  He 
too mentioned the early residents’ woes 
regarding the sand which got in everywhere, 
but also told us that the only entrance, 
Edgemead Drive, flooded when it rained and 
everyone was marooned.
 Neville told of the close knit relationship of 
those early years in that the whole community 
gathered for Christmas parties.  They all met at 
the “Train Park” with their children, and then 
the excitement mounted as the noise of a siren 
was heard approaching, and Father Christmas 
arrived on a fire engine from what was then 
Goodwood Municipality (gifts had already 
been taken to the Engen Garage the week 
before).
 In fact it was at one of these Christmas parties, 
standing on the hillock in the park with Cyril, 
when Neville was first asked to found a Scout 
movement in Edgemead.  Perhaps the most 
heart warming aspect of that first committee 
was that some of those who volunteered didn’t 
have Scout-age children – in fact some had no 

Edgemead Personalities – Maria Mackenzie

Alexandra
Boutique

Smart Casual clothing
for mature women

Alterations
(Women’s and Men’s)

Individual Attention
We also stock ladies

bowls trousers

Excellent Service
is our

Secret of Success

Tel Ro Maher: 021 559 7336
Email: romaher@mweb.co.za

Shop 11, Edgemead Village Centre

Maria Mackenzie must have one of the 
widest circles of friends of anyone in the area 
because of the many people she has helped. 
They come to her in pain and unable to cope 
and, when they are better, they may leave but 
they never forget her and keep in touch on a 
regular basis.  

This charming, vibrant woman has been 
a Body Stress Release (BSR) practitioner in 
Edgemead for 10 years, and actually came to 
enter this field due to her own suffering.  Maria 

has a degree in Industrial Psychology and worked in a high pressure 
job in human resources training and development.  She hurt her back 
and nothing that she tried helped her until she discovered BSR. She was 
so overjoyed at what seemed like a miraculous cure, that she left the 
corporate world and trained in BSR herself.  It was actually developed by 
two South Africans, although today it is practised throughout the world.
 In reply to our questions, Maria explained the three types of stress 

children at all, but were still prepared to make 
a commitment.

 The first group met in a garage, but there 
was clearly a need for a hall, and CEO of 
Garden Cities of that time, Selwyn Myers, had 
plans drawn up and provided the piece of land 
next to the “Train Park” for R1. Garden Cities 
built the hall for R8,000, half of which was a 
donation and half of which the Scouts had to 
repay. 

Edgemead’s first Cubmaster, Jean James-Smith, 
with James Rasmussen, in 1981. 

 A fund-raising dance was held at the Italian 
Club, with fantastic decorations along a Jungle 
Book theme, including an almost life-size 
elephant, and this was such a success that the 
next few dances were sold out almost as soon 
as the tickets were available.
 Once again the whole community assisted in 
raising funds, and neighbouring suburbs were 
actually jealous of the fellowship that existed – 
Edgemead residents felt so passionately about 
their suburb that they were prepared to give 
of their time and talents, and lobby and fight 
wherever necessary to obtain facilities for 
their families, and the Scout activities were an 
integral part of these. 

that can overload the body, namely mechanical, mental/emotional and 
chemical stress.  People often aren’t aware of this overload.  They feel 
tired, and ignore it. They may be a bit stiff or have pins and needles, 
but they ignore it. Then they start to feel pain and suppress it with 
medication, but this is not a cure, and far too many people suffer 
needlessly.
 Maria has to be very well organised to ensure that she doesn’t 
neglect her husband and two children, her home or her busy practice, 
but she’s a real softy and cannot turn away anyone who is suffering, 
which sometimes necessitates her working from early morning till past 
9 at night.
But, she says, she feels blessed by the wonderful relationships she has 
built up with clients. She has a proven record of ethical practice and a 
high level of competence, and her reputation has led to referrals which 
bring people to her from far and wide. 
 Maria says she is thankful for people’s trust, for their support and for 
their belief in her.  Most of all she is thankful that she can improve their 
health and their lives.
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Editor needed for
Edgemead News
Do you love to write? 

Do you have some spare time?
Then why not take over the 
Edgemead News?
 It’s not a salaried job as such, but 
expenses are covered and there’s 
enough for some pocket money 
as well.  It would be ideal for an 
older person with time to spare, 
or even perhaps an opportunity 
for a young journalism student 
to gain hands-on experience 
in producing a magazine. We 
already have an expert DTP man 
who does the page layout and the 
advert design; and there’s a fairly 
well established advertising base.  
 The ERA Committee handles 
all the invoicing and financial 
aspects. The magazine comes out 
every two months, so six issues 
per year.
 If you’re interested, please ring 
and chat to Lee 021 558 1214 or  
082 473 9928.

An Unforgettable Last Bus Trip to Retirement - with a Blonde 
by Tony van Dalsen

Standing at the bus stop waiting for my last bus trip home before my retirement, I did a double take as a 
woman with long blonde tresses came straight for me. She played with her hair, fluttered her eyelashes, 
and blew kisses to passing cars, and then I realized it was Santa – a local resident who is full of fun and 
an outrageous tease.    Santa has shortish brunette hair, so there were lots of giggles at seeing this blonde 
‘mincing’ towards us, carrying three large shopping bags.  Then she came closer to me. “There’s something 
in my eye – can you see it?” “No, 
nothing” I whispered, feeling red 
in the face.  Then out came her 
compact and she began to do her 
face – lipstick, rouge, the whole 
works. “Are you trying to pick 
someone up?” I asked, watching 
Cape Town staring at us from 
passing cars, trucks & busses.
   Needless to say Santa is well 
known to the passengers on our 
bus, and there were huge smiles 
and laughter as they watched ‘the 
Blonde’ run her hands through 
her tresses as she walked up the 
aisle. I sat down and, as this 
was my last bus trip, took out a 
packet of small chocolate bars 
to pass around to ‘the gang’.  No 
sooner had I done so than ‘the 
Blonde’ whipped out packets of peanuts and chips and dished them all out, together with cold drinks 
in polystyrene cups. I finally began to realize that Santa was putting on a farewell party for me – and 
I was at a loss for words! Brightly coloured bugles emerged and the 
noise began with Coral, Irene and Heather blowing on them.  Then 
a multitude of balloons, some with loud noise whistles, were handed 
around and the party really took off along the N1 Freeway.  Balloons 
on strings were put out of the windows making it look like a real party 
bus; and I noticed that little notes with the names of all my bus buddies 
were tied onto other balloons. 
When we finally came to my stop, Irene said, “You realize that you will 
be taking all these balloons home with you!” 
   Noooooo, please noooooooo!  
   There I stood like Mary Poppins, with my briefcase and a huge bunch 
of brightly coloured balloons, grinning sheepishly as the bus drove off 
with ‘the gang’ waving goodbye.  Needless to say, my wife Deborah 
thought it hilarious as she saw me approach the front door.  “You look 
so cute!”  Santa and the rest of the gang: I really appreciate what you 
did for me. If everyone was like you, with such a fun attitude to life, 
what a wonderful world it would be.  
P.S. Retirement is GREAT!!!

SURGERY
Dr J. KIRKBY

Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE

EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE

(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699

Left above is Angela, and below Tony. Right above is Irene, below 
Heather & Coral. Centre is fun-loving Santa Lennon.



   May 2012Edgemead News

www.edgemeadnews.co.zaPage 8

“Congratulations to Edgemead . . . 
  40 Years Young”
 

We are happy to be part of the group of people in Edgemead, who have been 
around for the past 40 years that Edgemead existed.
We have witnessed so many changes in that time and are proud to say that we are 
indeed Edgemeadians through and through!

Abeille Ruche School
Abeille Ruche started in Edgemead in 2000, 
with 4 pupils. The demand grew for a small, 
homely environment with high academic 
standards, the school re-located and  is now 
in it’s 13th year, but has remained small, 
dynamic and academically strong. Tuition is 
offered from Grades 1 to 9, Grades 8 & 9 
being bridging years to provide pupils with 
skills, knowledge and values to prepare 
them as they enrol in a college or high 
school with facilities that our limited space 
cannot provide.
 In January 2012, we relocated our Grade 1 
to 6 pupils to new premises in Intaka Island, 
Century City and plan to also move the 
High School section to Century City. Lift 
clubs operate from Edgemead/Monte Vista 
to ferry our pupils to and from the Century 
City Campus.
 We still have spaces available in Grade 1 
to 8 for 2012.
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Edgemead Tai Chi School celebrates World Tai Chi & Qigong Day
This year, on Saturday the 28th April at 10h00 in the morning, an annual 
healing event quietly spread across the world. Tens of thousands of people in 
hundreds of cities, in over 70 nations – starting in New Zealand and ending 
in Hawaii – all came together to celebrate World Tai Chi & Qigong Day.
 People who have felt the profound stress management benefits of these 
ancient tools have begun to come together to share that awareness with 
society at large…and at a time when the world needs it the most.
 The students of the International Tai Chi Society in Edgemead 
celebrated this world-wide event in the beautiful gardens of 
Kirstenbosch on the Saturday morning. What started out as a cold, 
rainy, winter’s day turned out to be a wonderful moment of sunshine 
and happiness. The event was shared by two other tai chi schools and 
we all had an opportunity to follow each other’s open-hand and sword 
forms. We met as strangers and parted as friends and we all hope that 
next year the weather will be just as beautiful. 
 Tai chi revolutionises the idea that exercises must be sweaty and 
painful to be effective. It’s not about force, but flow. Tai chi works on the 
whole body and even on the mind leaving you calm and relaxed.  Tai chi 
is an ancient Chinese martial art with great emphasis on slow relaxed 
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      We make your marketing our priority
 

is on the look out for more telesales staff
for their international travel product.

For consideration for one of our
morning/afternoon posts, send your CV to:

tanya@prioritymarketing.co.za

INTERNATIONAL
TAI CHI SOCIETY

Morning & evening
classes in EDGEMEAD

Contact: Renate Jacobs
083 336 6191 / 021 559 2873

renatej2012@gmail.com

movements and controlled breathing. It is also known as an internal 
‘soft’ style martial art which is non-competitive, gentle and self-paced.
 Also, tai chi differs from most martial arts in that people of all ages 
can practice it. No one is restricted from practicing tai chi, and yet tai 
chi can benefit the fittest athlete, just as much as it benefits the senior. 
So with regular training you can attain the pliability of a child, the 
vitality of a lumberjack and the wisdom of a sage. 
 For information on tai chi and the International Tai Chi 
Society contact Renate 083 336 6191/021 559 2873 or go to 
www.worldtaichiday.org
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Latest News: Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch
by Conrad Wiegersma

How this volunteer organisation has grown and prospered in its first 
year! Since its inception Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch (ENW) has 
grown significantly in membership as well as physical patrollers. This 
has resulted in the need for additional equipment so that patrollers can 
be more effective and efficient.

ENW recently purchased additional communications equipment to 
supplement the current infrastructure. Ian Cormack, ENW Chairman 
explains, “The reason why this purchase took us so long, is that we 
had to be 100% sure of our investment in this infrastructure.” ENW 
Committee Members seconded to this sub-project undertook an in-
depth research and tested different equipment combinations before 
they spent the hard earned funds accumulated, thanks to the generosity 
of the residents and local businesses. The residents of Farmersfield 
Retirement Village collected enough funds between them to finance a 
radio and an aerial, a significant addition to the infrastructure now in 
place. The supplier of choice was EMCOM as they happily provided 
plenty of information and any equipment that needed to be tested.

Pictured using the equipment is Bernie Atkinson, 
ENW Committee member and Farmersfield representative outside the 

Sector Control Office (SCO) situated on the corner of 
Westhoven and Winterhoek streets in Edgemead.
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Toll-free number for street folk
Incidents regarding street children and street people can now be 
reported by city residents on 0800 872 201.
 Cornelia Finch, district head of the City of Cape Town’s social 
development sector, said this was part of a campaign launched last month 
to discourage members of the community from giving irresponsibly.
 “Handouts given directly to street people sustain a deeply damaging 
lifestyle on the streets.  With our programmes we aim to get them off 
the streets by a holistic approach,” she said.
 “If you really want to help, phone the toll-free number…report 
street people to this call centre, from where action will be taken either 
by means of a social worker or organisation.”  Ms Finch said that the 
call centre would be manned by four dedicated staff members, and she 
advised the public to rather phone them instead of the police in cases 
involving street people.

A huge thank you to Andre van Wilgen
Garden Cities and Edgemead High School were kind (and trusting) 
enough to lend us their precious archive material, from which we 
selected the pictures we thought were of most interest.  Our very 
willing and hardworking DTP expert, Andre van Wilgen, then spent 
many hours putting the text and pictures into a PPS format, which 
was presented at ERA’s 40th Anniversary celebration and can now be 
viewed on the website www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Library Reading Groups 
Lorraine Mathewson: Principal Librarian

We launched two reading groups @ the library in March, and want to recruit 
more members. The one group meets at 10am once a month for an hour 
and a half, and the other meets at 4:30 pm also on a Tuesday once a month.
 We see these as a platform where you can meet other book lovers who 
want to share reading experiences. At this stage there are no costs involved 
and, should the library not have enough books of a specific title, we will 
obtain the books from other libraries via inter library loan. 
 The No Mills & Boon reading club’s meeting on the 12 June at 4:30pm 
will discuss at the books of J. D. Robb. 
 The next book for Edgemead Library’s morning book buddies discussion 
on 19 June is Breathing in Colour by Clare Jay.
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40th Anniversary continued
Steve Hayward was also one of the first 
residents and the longest-serving Chairman of 
the Residents Association. In presenting the 
slide show we had prepared, Steve added many 
personal reminiscences.  He well remembered 
the streams of cars Cyril had mentioned, with 
people coming to look at Edgemead. It was a 
real problem in wet weather because the roads 
were gravel and a lot of mud and spatter was 
thrown up which discoloured the freshly-
painted white walls.  
 Steve remembered that the average house in 
the early 70’s cost R12,000 and, surprisingly 
enough, some new residents could also afford 
a swimming pool, which in those days cost 
about R6,000.  It was surprising to see from 
some of the aerial photos the number of pools 
that there were. 
 Again, looking at some of the ‘then and 
now’ property photographs, Steve pointed out 
the tremendous difference between the past 
barren ground and the present with established, 
beautiful trees, and he made a special plea to stop 
all the tree felling that is going on in our suburb. 
This was supported by spontaneous applause. 
 Shortly after it was built, Steve remembers 
that the minor hall had to be booked a month 
in advance and, some years later, there were 
always queues to get into the coffee shop, 
Chatterbox, at the shopping centre as it was 
such a popular meeting point.
 He supported Neville’s comment about 
jealous neighbouring suburbs, and clearly 
remembered that, when our library was 
built, Monte Vista complained, asking why 
Edgemead always got everything. Steve 
explained that the early residents were known 
as ‘Die Betogers’ – they sat outside the MEC’s 
offices until he would give them a hearing, and 
they wouldn’t take no for an answer - that was 
how they got their schools, shopping centre, 
bus service and so on.  The residents needed 
one another and there was strength in that 
unity. We owe thanks to all who had a hand in 
creating the facilities we enjoy today.

“A Toast to Edgemedians”
It’s with HUGE regret that we’re going to miss the 40th anniversary party, we’ll be away on 
leave.
 We moved into our house in Meerendal on 23 December 1972, along with our three young 
children, the dog and the cat. We’ve seen so many come and go in our neighbourhood over the 
past 40 years but there hasn’t been a day that we regretted our move to Edgemead.
 It hardly seems long ago that the first Cubs, Scouts, Brownies and Guides started up, long 
before the schools opened I think. We watched, full of admiration as Mrs Smith in Glenroth 
started what was to become one of the loveliest gardens in Edgemead, I wonder how many 
brides have wedding photos taken there, it must be hundreds.
 We’ve had night cricket games played in the street, children playing safely, and on the site 
that’s now Farmersfield Village our kids (so very many in the area) would go to the field to 
collect tadpoles and almost always arrive home covered in mud. It was sad to see the demise of 
the Plovers, chased out of their habitat by progress (and us), as well as the tiny Duikers, they 
would run around the streets at night, tiny eyes shining in the car headlights.
 We hold the honour of being the first ones to hire the Edgemead Community Hall for a party, 
Rowland’s fiftieth and the dubious distinction of being the first to have the Fire Brigade called 
because the smoke from the disco set off the alarms. Oops.
 A trip down the Facebook memory lane shows how many ex Edgemedians have stayed 
in contact with one another, no matter that they’re spread around the world, the sense of 
community was and always will be strong in our wonderful village of Edgemead.
 A toast to one and all, we hope to be around for the fiftieth celebration to say cheers to old 
friends and new.

         Best wishes Louise and  Rowland Stanton

Resident’s Letter
Trading at Edgemead Shopping Centre: I 
am highly upset at the bitter and twisted person 
who had the audacity to speak on behalf of all of 
us who shop at our new ‘veggie man’! I won’t 
go into a lengthy debate, except to say that I 
have lived in Edgemead since 1974 and having 
the veggie man is one of the best things that 
has happened, as we have needed competition 
to Spar and Woolworths, whose fruit and 
vegetables is expensive and not as fresh as his! 
Besides good prices, excellent quality, we are 
met with a smile and a brief chat - something 
we never get at the 2 aforementioned stores!

 Before people complain about something 
that makes us happy, they should take a look 
at how the gardens, driveways and houses 
generally have been neglected by owners and 
tenants who take no pride! Also, the complaint 
about the sand at the veggie man is nonsense, 
as that area has never been grassed or tarred, 
and now at least he has placed boards there, 
enabling us to walk comfortably. Edgemead is 
no longer as clean and beautiful as it used to be 
years ago, and this came about when Garden 
Cities left us in the lurch by moving away.
Janine Toerien
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Tony of Jacks Hardware and 
Michele Hagan of Leapfrog

Win tickets to Goldilocks and the Three Bears at the Baxter Theatre

Spectacle Collection for Operation “One Sight”
If you have any old spectacles, or pairs of 
glasses that are no longer in 
use, please place them in 
the box outside Jacks Paint & 
Hardware in the shopping 
centre. This collection 
is a joint effort by the 
Edgemead Branch of 
Leapfrog Property 
Group and Ronnie 
Oschmann of Jack’s 
Paint & Hardware as 
part of a worldwide 
campaign to supply 
spectacles to people 
in rural areas who 
have neither the 
funds nor the facilities 
to obtain glasses. Even 
just frames without any 
lenses will be welcome.This 

wonderful initiative has already benefited over 7 million people around the globe, 
and the assistance and kindness of Edgemead residents will be greatly appreciated.

Edgemead resident, Elton John Duffy, has 
been working at the Baxter since 1993, 
and the brand new show he is directing is 
the fairytale classic for the whole family, 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 
 The Lilliput Children’s Theatre Company 
will be performing this at the Baxter Theatre 
from Saturday 23rd June until Saturday 
30th June at 10:30am.
 Tickets are R40,00 per person and 
bookings can be made at Computicket or 
any Shoprite or Checkers, or online at 
www.computicket.com. 
 For block bookings or queries, 
 please call Elton on 083 364 8284 or 
 (021) 558-2650, or 
 call the Baxter Theatre on 
 (021) 685 7880.  
For more information on the Lilliput 
Players, go to www.lilliputplayers.co.za.

The first five emails received by 
elton@lilliputplayers.co.za 

will win free tickets to the show!
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To every thing there is a 
season, and time to every 

purpose under the heaven.
It has been a wonderful experience to have 
been editor of Edgemead News since the 
beginning of 2005, except for a one year 
break.  Initially there was such a lot to do and 
to learn, but the unfailing encouragement, 
assistance and support of my late husband, 
Kurt, kept me going. 
 But . . . “to everything there is a season” 
and it is with very mixed feelings that I stand 
down. I shall really miss the camaraderie 
built up over the years with many of the 
wonderfully loyal advertisers, and I shall 
really miss the opportunity to meet and chat 
to residents who have something to say. I’ll 
also miss the writing; which is something I 
greatly enjoy.  
 I have gladly done the job ‘for love’ as 
a community service, and hope there is 
someone else out there who will take it 
over. Of course there is quite a bit of work 
involved, but it is tremendously rewarding 
after every issue to hear how much people 
have enjoyed reading their Edgemead News.
Kind regards
Lee Engeler

Cape Town’s own “Choo Tjoe”
Three Edgemead residents have a most fascinating and unusual hobby – they are Friends of 
Atlantic Rail, a group of steam enthusiasts who are involved with the Western Cape’s only 
operational steam train 
service.  
 One of these is 
Stefan Andrezejewski, 
who explained that 
he had always been 
passionate about trains, 
had one day stumbled 
on something in 
Facebook, been invited 
to come and see for 
himself, and that was 
that – he couldn’t wait 
to train as a hands-on crew member.
 Every weekend Stefan, his son Christopher, and a third Edgemead resident named Jason 
Siebert work on cleaning, cosmetic restoration and light maintenance of the steam locomotive 
and coaches.  When there is an excursion, they crew as Coach Controllers, responsible for 
assisting passengers to safely board and disembark, and also to maintain safety on the trains. In 
fact, such is Stefan’s enthusiasm that he is currently taking a Train Manager’s course.
 There are regular day trips around the Peninsula. The train leaves Cape Town at 10h30 and 
travels between Newlands rugby and cricket grounds to Muizenberg. 
The scenic route winds along the rugged False Bay coast, in places 
with waves crashing on the rocks below, in others past beautiful coves 
and beaches.  The view of the ocean is spectacular! The railway line 
then travels through the quaint Kalk Bay, snakes through Fish Hoek 
and Glencairn, and finally comes to an end in Simon’s Town near 
the naval dockyard. Passengers are then free to go to the beach, get 
something to eat, or stroll through the town. The train returns along the 
same route back to Cape Town, departing at 15h00. 
  What a wonderfully different outing with family, friends or just 
alone! The train consists of vintage, wooden-bodied coaches dating 
from 1922 to 1938, one of which is a lounge car with a full cash bar 
service. The locomotive is a Class 24 steam loco built in 1949 and 
christened ‘Jenny’.
Trips Cape Town to Simon’s Town 27 May and 17 June (Father’s Day)
Tickets are R220 for adults and R110 for children aged 3 to 12. Booking 
is essential info@atlanticrail.co.za and 021 556 1012 (office hours). 
www.atlanticrail.co.za  and http://friendsofatlanticrails.blogspot.com/

My interest in this matter was roused when 
a street close to where I reside was changed 
from Fairmount View to Fairmont View and, 
with a background that involved both survey 
and mapping, this offended me. 
 In my early years, the Surveyor General was 
recognised as the ultimate authority regarding 
street naming when a new township was presented 
for his approval. Subsequently, however, this 
responsibility has been transferred to the City of 
Cape Town by legislation. This responsibility is 
in fact a rather massive one in that the City now 
needs to co-ordinate the representation of the 
correct street name with the Surveyor General 
(including possible errors on their noting sheets), 
Geographic Position System (GPS), Google 
Maps, Map Studio – Street Guide & Cape Town 
and Surrounds Map Book to name just a few that 

I am aware of.  
 I believe that co-ordination in this regard 
is essential to avoid problems that might 
arise with the implementation of the new 
FICA Act, which demands quite stringent 
requirements regarding your ‘correct’ address.  
Further problems that might arise as a result 
of random meddling with an existing structure 
is the inevitable need for a business to re-
print letterheads so that they are not perceived 
incompetent by their clients; and finally just 
plain confusion amongst the general public.
 The bottom line is that a matter that might 
appear somewhat trivial has fairly tedious 
consequences if not stringently and correctly 
controlled.
 Please email any street name complaints to 
ploveland@mweb.co.za

Maybe I’ve missed something but it seems 
that road name changes are no longer debated. 
Examples of only two that I have noticed, 
mainly because I live in one and the other is 
one house away, are Newberry Square to New 

Berry Square; and Burtondale to Burtondale 
Road. Seriously though, it boggles the mind 
that some contractor was paid probably a 
fair amount of cash, and he got the names so 
wrong. Has anyone else noticed this? 

Edgemead Street Names 
by Peter Loveland

Resident’s Letter - Road Name Changes
by Conrad Wiegersma
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Councillor’s 
Comment

DA Ward Councillor
Alderman James Vos

Tel. 021 590 1680  
Fax 021 590 1685

james.vos@capetown.gov.za

I am very keen to facilitate 
the rollout of non-motorized lanes in parts of my 
jurisdiction based on the need to reduce the number 
of cars on the city’s roads and to promote cycling as a 
safe and healthy mode of transport. To achieve this, I 
am leading a cycle fun ride in collaboration with the 
City Cycling Club based in Edgemead on Saturday 
June 2 at 8am from the Edgemead Community Hall 
in Edgemead Drive. The municipality is currently 
expanding its non-motorized transport network in 
various neighbourhoods across the city and building 
more dedicated facilities for cyclists. At the cycle 
event I will give details of our plans to introduce these 
cycle lanes on the main roads running through the 
wards of my Subcouncil. Residents are encouraged 
to join us at this fun cycling event. Contact Steve 
Maritz at the City Cycling Club on cellular phone 
083 401 6781 for more information on the event.
 Another important subject for discussion is the 
traffic impact study recently undertaken in and 
around Edgemead. Traffic congestion in and out of 
Edgemead and Bothasig has long been an item of 
concern to me. At my request, consultants have been 
appointed to undertake a traffic impact study for 
additional road connections. The investigation got 
off to a busy start, with traffic counts and origin and 
destination exercises undertaken. The programme 
was accelerated, at my behest, with site investigation 
results currently being modelled and interpreted. The 
results of this investigation are being analysed for 
inclusion in future budgets and it is anticipated that 
full planning and conceptual designs of the remedial 
measures include possible changes to the Letchworth 
Drive connection to Bosmansdam Road.
 On the topic of recycling, the City has several drop-
off sites in close proximity to all suburbs, for example 
in Welgelegen and Tygerdal. For information, visit 
www.capetown.gov.za/en/solidwaste or contact 0860 
103 089 or email Wastewise@capetown.gov.za.
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EDGEMEAD BOWLING CLUB
Edgemead Lady Bowlers Excel

by Patrick McGuinness
The ladies have done the club proud and have achieved the following excellent results:
The first team won the First league and gained promotion to the Muter Premier League. 
Ladies “5”- The ladies won Gold in the trips and Silver in the pairs and were also overall 

From left to 
right Dorothy 

Loubscher,Trudy 
Laros,Elsa Gray,Jean 
Meadows and Elbie 
Steytler. The ladies 

Senior Masters 
Trophy was won by 

Jean Meadows.

Takkie Day Sunday 27th  May @14h00
The community is invited to join us and try their hand at playing bowls. Entrance is 
free. This is a fun afternoon for Mom , Dad and children over 10. Flat shoes must be 
worn. The club will supply bowls and coaches.
For more information please contact  Anita Groenewald   021 558 4057 or 
     Graeme Kemp     078 7928438.
Meals Dinner is available every Friday night from 18h30 @ R25 per person.
         Sundays there is a three course meal from 12h00 -14h00 @ R65 per person.
         Booking is essential - please phone the club 021 558 4057.

by Francois Gouws
Congratulations to all our members who participated in the Two Oceans Ultra and 
Half Marathon. We had a record number of 160 members who entered and many of 
them ran their first half marathon & ultra marathon in appalling weather conditions. 
Well done to all & hats off for persevering!! 
Notable performances were: Clive Owen – 1st Grand Master in the half marathon
Greg Jacobs – 4th Master in the half marathon
Andrew Cockcroft – earned his blue number in the ultra marathon (10 runs)
Kathleen Korb & Ronald van Loggerenberg earned their light blue number in the half 
marathon

 We had a fantastic spread of eats and hot drinks at the club 
gazebo after the run and a very special thanks to all the members 
who were involved with this. Thanks to all who supported us in 
miserable, wet & windy conditions!
 With winter heading our way we are all getting out our long 
sleeve tops and reflector vests and whatever else is needed to 
keep warm during our training runs. A reminder to all members 
to please be careful on the road at this time of year as it gets 
dark very early. The 2012 Cross country season also kicked off in 
May and there was a good club turnout at the 1st race. Members 
are encouraged to support the cross country events. This is also 
a great opportunity to get the children out of the house for some 
exercise.
 Our weekly time trial on Tuesdays & our Thursday training 
sessions remain popular and we have new faces joining us at 
every session. Thank you to Gavin for assisting with the coaching 
duties, to Pierre & Erwin for your guidance with the club’s 
beginner group known as the Figlers and lastly to the committee 
for your commitment & service! 
 If you would like to find out more about us please go to 
www.edgemeadrunners.org.za or email us on committee@
edgemeadrunners.org.za or contact one of the committee 
members or speak to us at one of the races.
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