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EDITORIAL
“The time has come,” 
the Walrus said,
“To talk of many things:
Of shoes — and ships 
 — and sealing-wax — Of 
cabbages — and kings — 
And why the sea is boiling 
hot — And whether pigs 
have wings.”

While Carroll may have been indulging 
in some lighthearted folly, enrapturing 
the minds of children with his wonderful 
imaginings, in his poem The Walrus and The 
Carpenter, there is a menacing undercurrent. 
The pompous and genteel Walrus makes 
a great show of his walk along the beach 
with the carpenter, inviting some innocent 
Oysters to walk with them. He sits them 
down and recites them the grandiloquent 
speech I quoted above, before he and the 
Carpenter proceed to gobble them all up. 

Unfortunately it is very easy for the 
innocent or unwary to be suckered in by 
grand claims or important numbers. The 
Oysters were led to their death by the 
scheming Walrus and the silent but complicit 
Carpenter. Though the choice to follow the 
pair along with the walk was the Oysters’ 
alone, they were greedily exploited because 
of their innocence and inexperience. Caution 
and critical thinking are very important, not 
just believing something because you are 
told it by someone appearing trustworthy. 
To question whatever is presented to you, 
to examine the evidence and draw your own 
conclusions, to apply your own mind to a 
problem, and to find the truth. These are 
all very important, lest the pompous Walrus 
and complicit Carpenter gobble you up. 
Trust, but cautiously.

Otherwise, we have once again trotted 
out a fresh issue of the Edgemead News for 
your enjoyment! The New Year brings with 
it a new look, and the Edgemead News is 
in full colour once again! I have taken this 
opportunity to fill this issue with wonderful 
photos, from garden birds by Andrew 
Bullmore, to the Neighbourhood Watch 
team resplendent in their neon yellow. 
Also of note are the fantastic fundraising 
results of the Edgemead Christmas Market, 
and a wonderful piece written by Dr Peter 
Schoonraad, entitled Patches of Green.

I am very much looking forward to a 
supreme 2015 and many new and exciting 
issue of the Edgemead News!
Peter Bates

EDGEMEAD CHRISTMAS MARKET: R17 032 FOR CHARITY
Each year the Edgemead Christmas Market organises a raffle to help raise funds 
and create exposure for an organisation making a meaningful difference in our 
community. This past market R17 032 was raised for Malachi Place of Safety, a 
safe house for abused and abandoned children.

The raffle prize was sponsored by Kagga Kamma Nature Reserve and comprised 
2 nights accommodation for 2 adults including breakfast and a special gift hamper 
all worth R7092. Heather Withers from Elfindale in the Southern Suburbs won the 
raffle.

Heather Withers with her husband Gavin receiving the prize for the 2014 raffle organised 
by the Edgemead Christmas Market in aid of Malachi Place of Safety. Heather won 2 nights 
accommodation for 2 adults including breakfast and a special gift hamper all worth R7092.  
From Left: Dominique van Wyk (ECM Christmas Elf), Gavin Withers (Husband of Raffle 
Winner), Heather Withers (Raffle Winner), Wayne Williams (ECM Event Coordinator), and 
Jessica James (ECM Christmas Elf).

Wayne and Amanda Williams from the Edgemead Christmas Market handing over the raffle 
proceeds of R17 032 to Audrey and Ruan Brummer from Malachi Place of Safety.  From 
Left: Wayne Williams (ECM Event Coordinator), Ruan and Audrey Brummer (Founders of 
Malachi Place of Safety), Amanda Williams (ECM Event Coordinator). 
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CHAIRPERSON’S CORNER
It felt like just yesterday 
that Peter was reminding 
me that my column for 
the November/December 
issue was due and here I 
am arranging my thoughts 
for the January issue. 
I hope everyone had a 
chance to relax a bit and 

enjoy some time with friends and family. 
Focus items for the year ahead continue 

to be the cell mast, Acacia power station 
and the informal trading plan. With regards 
to the mast we received a vague response 
from planning that they were “still awaiting 
one of the internal departments’ final 
comment”. Deadlines it seem, only apply 
to the public. This will result in at least 
another 2 if not 3 month delay. 

We were on the cusp of a meeting with 
some of the stakeholders at Eskom last year 
but their attentions were diverted elsewhere 
with stage 3 load shedding. It is a tough 
reality we have to face at the movement 
where we either have to endure the noise 
and fumes emanating from Acacia or sit 
in the dark. It’s an even bleaker situation 
when “number one” plays the apartheid 
card rather than showing actual leadership 
and proposing solutions to the problem. 

The informal trading plan is also still 
firmly wrapped up in red tape. Sign-off on 
the plan was expected in November last 
year before being presented to the Mayoral 
Committee and Council “early in 2015”. We 
will continue to follow-up.

There were also some happy surprises 
towards the end of last year with a number 
of Edgemead roads receiving a much needed 
resurface. I say surprising because we were 
explicitly told that there was no budget for road 
resurfacing at the October general meeting. 

One of the key questions we have been 
asking is how do we get more involved with 
the community and improve our suburb. 
One of our members will be spearheading 
an interesting park initiative and we would 
really appreciate it if everyone took part. 

We’ve got a very “colourful” issue lined 
up. As of this year we will now be printing in 
full colour so please keep sending us your 
wonderful photo submissions.

Compliments of the season and a 
prosperous 2015 to all! 
Regards
Emile Coetzee

CITY FIXES THOUSANDS OF POTHOLES EVERY MONTH
A total of 47 teams from 20 depots are 
responsible for repairing potholes. In 
most cases, teams meet the City’s own 
goal of fixing a pothole within 72 hours 
of it being reported.

“…given the fact that the city’s road 
network comprises 10 629 kilometres… 
One must admit that it is quite an 
achievement that over 80% of potholes 
are fixed within three days…” said the 
City’s Mayoral Committee Member: 
Transport for Cape Town, Councillor 
Brett Herron. 

Residents report at least 250 potholes 
to the City’s call centre every week.  

A C3 fault report is generated for 
every pothole that a resident reports 
via the City’s fault reporting system. 
This report is sent to the area depots, 
which pass it on to the responsible crew 
to effect the repairs. This process can 
take up to a day, but in most cases it 
is sorted out within a matter of hours.

The team inspects the site and makes 
the road safe for road users, either by 
repairing the pothole immediately or by 
demarcating the area if an immediate 
repair is not possible. 

Councillor Herron says that delays 
are sometimes caused by bad weather, 
lack of materials or breakdowns, but 
that the main cause for delays is the 

reporting of the incorrect location or 
address on the C3 notification system. 
By making sure to report locations 
accurately, residents can greatly assist 
the City by providing the correct 
addresses or problems.

The City does proactive maintenance 
work as well, such as the resealing 
and resurfacing of roads to prevent 
potholes.

The majority of potholes form when 
water penetrates the asphalt due to the 
cracking of the road’s asphalt surfacing. 
Cracks can be caused by wear-and-
tear due to severe weather, very 
heavy traffic, or lack of maintenance 
due to the lack of funds. Grey water 
spills and underground springs are also 
contributing factors. 

In the financial year 2014/15, the 
City will spend R464 million on road 
maintenance, R110 million on the 
repair of potholes. Residents can report 
potholes to the City, either by phoning 
the City’s call centre on 0860 103 089 or 
by using the ‘TCT’ mobile application. 
“TCT relies on residents to be our eyes 
and ears on the ground, given the fact 
that 81% of our road network (that is 8 
649 kilometers of the overall network 
of 10 629 kilometers) is suburban 
roads,” said Councillor Herron.

Councillor Brett Herron tries his hand at fixing a pothole.

If you line up all the cars in the world end to end, 
someone would be stupid enough to try to pass 5 

or 6 at a time, on a hill, in the fog.
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BIRDING IN EDGEMEAD
Avid birder and Edgemead resident Andrew Bullmore sent in 
these photographs of a variety of birds that he spotted in his 
garden in 2014. Cape Town is home to many different species 
of birds, and with very little effort they can be attracted to 
your garden too. Setting out fresh fruits or seeds, installing 
a bird feeder or bird bath are all ways of attracting the wide 
variety of Cape Town’s avian wildlife to your garden.

Clockwise from top right:
Acacia Pied Barber
Greater Striped Swallow
Cape Robin Chat
Pined Tailed Whydah
Olive Thrush chick
Common Fiscal
Cape Bulbul
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Book your colour or highlights 
(full/half head foils) and get a cut and 
blow dry FREE of charge!

Offer valid 
between

14 and 25 
February 2015!

T’s & C’s apply

Bookings 
essential!

Adele McKellar



January 2015Edgemead News

www.edgemeadnews.co.zaPage 6

THE REST IS EASY...
                                FOLLOW ME

To book contact:

Bonnita Connolly - 084 077 8100

Personal / Group Trainer 
www.beautifulbodies.co.za                       www.sportswise.co.za 

29Fitness 

A class for 29 
minutes with a mix 

of bodyweight 
toning and cardio 

(bring mat and 
2 Kg dumbbells)

Divine Dance
A fun high energy easy to follow 
dance class to rejuvenate Spirit, 

Soul and Body!

Mobile Personal 
training

In the privacy of 
your home. 

Specialising in 
rehab, core Pilates, 
functional training 
and weight loss.

  (max group of 4)

Therapeutic Mobile 
Massage
An affordable 

luxury you 
deserve. 

WE COME 
TO YOU!!

Mon / Thu 18:00  
18:30

at Bothasig Town hall,
 Link Rd Bothasig

Tue 18:00  
18:30 

at Edgemead 
Community hall, 
Edgemead Drive

29Fitness
Divine Dance

Core Pilates
Divine Dance

A belated Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year to all our 
members and fellow residents. I hope it was an enjoyable break 
and that you are all well-rested and ready to tackle 2015. 

While most Edgemead residents were away or at home 
enjoying this time, a group of hardened, and new, ENW 
patrollers were out day and night looking after your assets. We 
were involved in an Operation with SAPS and our neighbours 
Bothasig Neighbourhood Watch that turned out to be very 
successful, more info will be made available once sanctioned. 
Thank you to these good people for giving up their quality time 
with loved-ones to help curb crime in our village.

Last week I rode a bicycle patrol throughout our suburb and 
visited most parks and recreation areas. I was horrified to see 
the state of these public places, dog poo everywhere! These 
are municipal areas so ultimately the cleanliness and overall 
management becomes a municipal function. Not entirely true, 
cleaning up dog poo is not their function. As a dog owner, YOU 
are responsible to pick up after your dog in any place, public or 
private. Please do this, all this excrement is unsightly and very 
unhealthy. There is a by law that enforces this so be aware that 
you could be fined or prosecuted for non-compliance.

ENW membership as well as other areas have also grown in 
the last year, come to our AGM in February where all will be 
revealed. Please make sure that you attend his very important 
meeting. Our AGM will be held at Edgemead Primary School at 
19h00 on 23rd February 2015, and will feature Craig Pedersen 
as the guest speaker, who will be talking on security and safety 
for communities.

Lastly, in response to residents approaching ENW to run 
certain ‘projects’. ENW is a volunteer organisation whose only 
mandate is to assist SAPS, Law Enforcement, Traffic, Armed 
Response Companies, etc. by being extra eyes and ears, we do 
not have any authority to run any projects.  We can initiate and 
assist which we do. Please remember that any public issue can 
be initiated by any concerned resident(s) via the Edgemead 
Residents Association who will be the central point of contact/
control and who will involve the correct structures on your 
behalf. The ERA can be contacted at edgemead.ra@gmail.com

Stay safe, we will be here to help you.
 Kind Regards

 

CRIMINALS IN ANY SHAPE
OR FORM,

WE DON’T WANT YOU
IN EDGEMEAD
Conrad Wiegersma

Chairman: Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch
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THE OYSTER
by Dr Peter Schoonraad

The pebble in the oyster
Gives rise to gnawing pain –
Its efforts to expel it
Are futile in the main.
Its strivings to endure it
Are more than it can bear –
Yet, by its will extended
It does not host despair.
So, how to solve the problem?
The oyster shows the way –
By feverish constant effort
It labours night and day
To smooth away the sharpness
With moisture from its pores
And so by dint of striving
To meet the painful cause –
Till, lo, it is rewarded
When all of charm appears:
A pearl of wondrous beauty,
The product of its tears.

DOG POO DASHES HOPES FOR CLEAN SUBURB
Residents of Edgemead are avid dog walkers it seems. In the evening and morning, 
there are hundreds of residents out and about with their four legged friends. While the 
evening constitutional is a well established habit, and a very good one, the habit of 
many residents is unfortunately to be irresponsible with their pet’s poo. Readers have 
been commenting that the public parks and open spaces in Edgemead are regularly 
polluted with dog faeces. This detestable situation is due to a minority of dog walkers 
who seem unwilling to clean up after their dogs. The resulting situation is a health 
hazard and makes for very unsightly parks and public spaces in Edgemead. It does not 
take much effort to carry a plastic bag with you to pick up after your dog, and your few 
seconds of effort will save the next person from ruining a perfectly good pair of shoes. 
Please be considerate of others, and be a responsible dog owner. 
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The Monte Vista Brownies is a group 
open to all girls aged between 7 and 9.5 
years and who live in the surrounding 
areas

Some of the activities that we had in 
2014 were where we made kites out of 
plastic bags and we got to fly them in 
the park. We also held a fashion show 
where the girls made an outfit out of 
black refuse bags and then modelled 
them for us.We also wrote out our 
Browni promise on sucker sticks using 
pasta so that we can see our promise 
every day.

We have an exciting first time 
ahead of us. In February we celebrate 
our founder, Lord Baden Powell, and 
his wife’s birthday. The girls all get 
to wear their uniforms to school. We 
also have a regional campfire to look 
forward to. We try & find some type of 
charity that we can help. In the past 
we have collected for various animal 
charities and we have supplied cake 
& presents & entertained at various 
retirement homes. Here is a group of 
us at Onse Tuiste. 

If your daughter would like to have 
fun, make new friends and learn new 
skills then join us! 

Enrolment costs are minimal. 
Contact Pam Gazzard on 083 454 5995.

THE MONTE VISTA BROWNIES 

PATCHES OF GREEN
by Dr Peter Schoonraad

It was late one night when it started.  In 
no time, the sky was ablaze with light.  
It was an ominous sight.  Fanned by a 
howling southeaster, the fire encircled 
the suburb and engulfed it with clouds 
of smoke.  For some days, the mountain 
burned, and every day the drone of 
helicopters could be heard transporting 
buckets of water, in relentless effort to 
extinguish the blaze. In the end, it was 
achieved, but not before vast tracts of 
mountainside lay bare and black.

Some ten days later I took a walk 
through the affected area.  It was a moving 
experience.  Every living thing had been 

devoured by the fire. The lush green coat 
of vegetation was gone.  Hard to imagine it 
had ever been there.  All that remained in 
places were the blackened sticks of burnt 
out bushes, pointing lifeless fingers to the 
sky – as if in prayer.  Around and between, it 
seemed as if the earth itself had been licked 
dry by the fury of the flames.  In places, the 
heat had caused rocks to burst open and 
reveal their inner soul.  The devastation was 
complete.  The silence was awesome.  The 
usual miscellany of sound emanating from 
a host of living creatures had gone.  The 
birdsong was no more.  It wasn’t difficult to 
imagine the terror that must have gripped 
the area, as the fire devoured its various 
expressions of life. I could sense the pain – 
sadly so often overlooked – almost as if by 

nature we are impervious to the sufferings 
of our lesser brethren.

Higher up the slope of the mountain I 
was astonished to find patches of green.  
Small areas quite unaffected.  Not hiding 
in gullies or ravines, but right out in the 
open, in the very path of the inferno and, 
in fact, completely surrounded by its 
devastation. I found myself hoping that 
birds and insects and other living creatures 
might just have found refuge in these 
islands of safety.  Who knows?  I marvelled 
at the sight of green leaf, grassy mound 
and living fibre.  A powerful testimony to 
survival against all odds.  Inexplicable in 
human terms.  Oh yes, one could multiply 
theories, scientific and otherwise, but at 
the end of the day who could ever have 
predicted.  Fact is, they were there – a 
living reminder of what existed before the 
surrounding area was devastated.  Patches 
of green are patches of hope. They are, 
in fact, patches of light in a place where 
darkness does not have the final say. They 
are powerfully symbolic.  Somehow, they 
point beyond themselves and to a time of 
renewal and recovery; to a time when, 
once again, life will stir beneath the ashes 
and reach into the sunlight to adorn the 
earth; to a time when little creatures will 
return, and the song of the birds be heard.  
Effectively, they point to a time when they 
will lose their unique identity, and freely 
merge into a fresh carpet of green.  They 
are prophetic.  Yes, lonely in their present 
testimony, but powerfully comforting.

All over the world such patches are 
found.  Even in the most unlikely places.  
Communities of hope.  Communities of 
light.  They hold hands with both the past 
and the future, and offer sanctuary to all 
who come.  Around and about, the inferno 
continues on its frenzied course.  In 
lemming-like fashion, mankind indulges 
its senses in defiance of its calling.  Yet, 
the calling persists.  It will not go away.  It 
was once heard on the shores of Galilee.  
In the end, it will be all that remains – ‘for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.’
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Winner of the 
House hunting

competition

EDGEMEAD 021 559 7152
edgemead@leapfrog.co.za                www.leapfrog.co.za

Are You wanting to Sell?
You too can make use of our Trusted Advisors
to give you Qualified and Exceptional Service

Bernie
083 700 0192

René
079 965 6886

Michelle
083 309 3002

The winner of the 
VW Polo

Naomi Scott
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Birthstone for January - Garnet 
Birthstone for February - Amethyst

SURGERY
Dr J. KIRKBY

Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE

EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE

(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699

DE GRENDEL LIONS
SANTA AT THE CENTRE

by Yolanda de Jager 
The De Grendel Lions Club has 37 members 
and meets on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month at 19h30 at The Lions Club house, 
Edgemead Soccer Club, Edgemead. 

Lions clubs are a group of men and 
women who identify needs within the 
community and work together to fulfil 
those needs. 

We continue to provide food to many 
of the less fortunate families within our 
community on a weekly basis and assist 
many others in any way that we can. De 
Grendel Lions’ aims are to assist families 
in distress, the physically and mentally 
challenged, our seniors and youth in the 
community of Edgemead, Bothasig, Monte 
Vista, Summer Greens, Plattekloof Glen 
and surrounding areas. Malcolm Stuppel as Father Christmas.

Lions Club de Grendel is part of 
Lions Clubs International - a worldwide 
volunteer service organization.  Our 1.35 
million men and women in 200 countries 
and geographic areas conduct vision and 
health screenings, support eye hospitals, 
assist youth, provide help in time of 
disaster and much more.

The De Grendel Lions Club would like to 
thank the community for their fantastic 
support at the Edgemead Shopping Centre 
over the Festive Season in assisting the 
club raise funds for their projects.

CALLING FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHERS!

If you are talented at 
photography and have some 
impactful or interesting images 
that you would like to share 
with us send them to: editor@
edgemeadnews.co.za. 

The best images will be 
published in the next issue!
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5 DISTINCTIONS
WITHOUT ATTENDING SCHOOL

Edgemead resident and scholar Jean-Jacq du Plessis achieved 
5 distinctions in the 2014 matric exams, despite not having 
attended a conventional school. Jean-Jacq was registered with 
a correspondence school called Brainline, based in Pretoria. 
He has been homeschooled since grade four, and wrote his 
final examinations through the Independent Examinations 
Board. Jean-Jacq had access to his textbooks electronically, 
and wrote tests via computer as well, all the while assisted 
through correspondence with tutors via the school.

Jean-Jacq says that he plans to study at the University of 
Cape Town, but he says he isn’t sure what he will be studying 
yet. But for now, his great achievement of five subject 
distinctions speaks to his hard work and dedication. We wish 
you all the best in the future, Jean-Jacq!

ENW SECURES LIBRARY
With the retrenchment of long-time security guard Jerome, from the Edgemead 
Library, there has been a chink in the armour of Edgemead. Thankfully our well-
equipped and experienced members of the Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch are 
there to fill the gap. Here they are all dressed in their best neon yellow, with their 
patrol vehicles and winning smiles. These lean, mean patrolling machines are on the 
prowl in Edgemead, and now with a special patrol around the Edgemead Library, to 
ensure that everything is kept safe and sound. Excellent!

Back row from left to right: Ian Roberts, Cyril Nicolls, Etienne Gerber, 
Conrad Wiegersma (ENW Chairman), Mark Richards, Cheryl Sadie 
Front row: Sean Young.

Light travels 
faster than 

sound
- - -

This is why some 
people appear 

bright
---

until you hear 
them speak

The shin bone 
is the device 
for finding 
furniture

in a
dark room.
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Enjoy  homemade sweet or savoury 
treats with tea/coffee in our
tranquil garden atmosphere

Business hours:
Tuesday to Friday  09:30 – 17:00

Saturday  15:00 – 18:00
Sunday  15:00 – 18:00

We also do cake-aways and
small group bookings
1 Cuyler Close Edgemead

Call Mary-Lisa on
083 757 7470

to book your spot of peace
Pleasantplacesteagarden@gmail.com

Change is inevitable . . . Except from 
a vending machine
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WORDGAMES:
When you rearrange the letters of:
Dormitory            you get Dirty room
Astronomer “ Moon starer
The Eyes “ They see
The Morse Code “ Here come dots
Election Results “ Lies – let’s recount
A Decimal Point “ I’m a dot in place

Eleven plus Two “ Twelve plus one

LIBRARY NEWS
by Lorraine Mathewson

During November Edgemead library was 
closed for five days for stock take purposes: 
Provincial library services wanted to know 
how many of their 28,000 stock in the library 
could be accounted for. At this stage we can 
happily report that only about 30 items have 
not been traced as yet, but we do have until 
November this year to “find” those 30 items. 
The library of course has another +/- 20,000 
items which have been donated or boughtvia 
the City of Cape Town, Friends of the Library and Ward Allocation funding.

From the 14th until the 20th of March we’ll celebrate National Library 
Week. No fines will be charged on overdue items returned during this 
period. Now’s the time to unearth those long overdue items, 1 year, 2 
years or 3 years . . . no questions asked!

As the library is celebrating its 21st birthday this year, the staff will 
endeavour to surprise local citizens with special programmes.

On Wednesday 18 March tea will be served to all our visitors between 
10:00 and 12:00. We are thinking of a pyjama story time for our children 
on Thursday 19 March. Our next morning tea will be on Friday morning 
the 13th February. It will have a Valentine’s theme - and please don’t stay 
away just because it’s Friday the thirteenth!

For more information on our two book clubs for adults, our reading 
programme for juniors, and our library week celebrations, contact the 
library on 021 – 444 7252/3.

Staff member Joanna Troost has listed 21 reasons to visit the Edgemead 
library. Come and get your copy - you will be pleasantly surprised at what 
the library has to offer for all!



January 2015Edgemead News

www.edgemeadnews.co.zaPage 14

EDGEMEAD BOWLS CLUB
by Colin Gray

Our bowling season has started with a bang.  The 
weekend of the 10 and 11th January we hosted our 
very successful Edgemead Classic, which has become 
an annual event and was very well supported. We 
had over 20 local companies sponsoring the event 
and there were 34 bowls teams from all over the 
Western Cape including Veldrif.  The tournament 
was won by a local team, skipped by the talented Springbok bowler, 
Nick Rusling.  Well done.  

The Flag and Muter competitions start on the 17th of January.  
Edgemead club is well represented with several teams taking part in 
different divisions, including a men’s and lady’s team in the premier 
division.  

The South African Inter-district bowls competition takes place in 
March 2015 in Durban, Pretoria and George.  Edgemead club is well 
represented in the Western Province teams.  They include our own Anita 
Groenewald, Louise Longmore, Sylvia Burns, Anthea Ritchie, Trudy Laros 
and Elsa Gray in the ladies team. The men’s team will be represented 
by Nick Rusling, Raysford Cruywagen, Theo van der Walt and Rob McIver.

We wish them well in their endeavours.

EDGEMEAD TENNIS CLUB
In the Christmas holidays a tennis clinic was held 
at Edgemead tennis club by HOT SHOT TENNIS 
ACADEMY. 45 children played .The ages ranged 
from 5 years to 17 years. Prizes and certificates 
were handed to all. What a great day!

Edgemead Tennis Club had their end of year 
function for the top juniors of their club. The 
Junior League season was good and the E.T.C 
committee felt the juniors deserved a treat. 
They had floodlight tennis, table tennis , darts 
and a scrumptious braai to end off the evening.

Hot Shot Tennis Academy`s coach Christine 
Rossouw got the adult groups of the academy 
together and had a 2 day doubles tournament. 
Besides the wind it was great fun and although 
friendly, still very competitive! Front row: Ben, 
Zelda, Sall, Gabby. Back row: Brett, Ellen, Ann, 
Adam, Andrew and Michael.

EDGEMEAD CRICKET CLUB REUNION MATCH
by June Tee

On the 7th December 2014, Deon Rossouw organised a 
cricket match for the team he coached for  7 years . The 
boys had not played together for 4 years as they had 
gone to different high schools.

The team played again SPCA (South Peninsula Cricket 
Academy) The boys or should we say Handsome young men all in their 
white cricket outfits looked so smart. The atmosphere was great and  the 
weather was perfect.

Deon Rossouw nurtured these youngsters from a young age and it was 
fantastic to see them all together again. The parent’s support group 
attended the match which was followed by a braai, and presentation of 
commemorative medals and caps to each player.

The Edgemead team won the match.
It is hoped that this will become an annual event. A big thank you to Deon 
for everything he has done for these young players.
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COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
DA Ward Councillor 
Helen Carstens
Tel:  021 559 6073
Helen.carstens@capetown.gov.za

I was requested to 
facilitate a meeting that 
was held last month in 
the Edgemead Primary 
School hall in connection 

with localized crime, which meeting was 
extremely well attended. Although many 
questions were answered and many no 
doubt weren’t, the event proved that we 
are serious about curbing and combating 
any type of unlawfulness in our suburbs. The 
contravention of municipal laws and traffic 
regulations along with dumping are amongst 
the biggest problems we face and we need 
to tackle them hands-on. I am pleased to 
report that we have neighbourhood watches 
operating in our suburbs and their focus is on 
all elements of safety and security. Please 
join your local neighbourhood watch and 
help to be the extra set of eyes and the ears.
Further, over the last few months several 
incidents of residents dumping household 
items/furniture on the pavements outside 
their homes have been reported. I do not 
encourage this practise as it encourages 
vagrants into the area. Should residents 
wish to assist any persons they should rather 
donate their goods to the many organisations 
within the area that do a sterling job by 
empowering the vagrants by assisting with 
accommodation, training and ultimately 
with finding employment for these people, 
thereby removing them from the streets.  
We are all proud of Edgemead and strive 
to maintain high standards. I appeal to the 
residents to refrain from dumping household 
items on the pavements.  

As your councillor, this will be a very 
busy year for me. I will oversee the much 
anticipated implementation of the new 
MyCiTi bus service into my ward; continue 
with the transformation of selected parks 
into quality spaces for all to enjoy - There 
has been interest in the Adopt-A-Park 
scheme and I intend to follow up with the 
Parks Department in order that we can 
consider improved service level agreements 
in respect of maintenance and improvements 
for many of our parks; the Community Food 
Garden situated at the Bothasig Clinic will 
require much attention with the planting 
and maintaining of the garden.  The first 
harvest took place last year and with the 
next harvest there will be a market day 
at the Clinic where residents will have 
the opportunity to purchase fresh organic 
vegetables. Anyone interested in joining this 
project is welcome to send me an email.  

I would like to remind the many senior 
citizen organisations and disabled persons 
to apply for the municipal rates rebates 
applicable to them.  For more information 
on the municipal rates rebates, please call 
0860 10 30 89 or visit the Parow, Milnerton 
or Goodwood municipal offices.

Lastly, many thanks to all for your support.  
Being your councillor and representing this 
ward is indeed a privilege and I look forward 
to a busy and productive year.  May 2015 be 
a wonderful year for all of us.
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Please phone for an appointment: 

Edgemead Optical: 021 558 7128     •    Bothasig Optical: 021 558 8030 
Peter Grewe Opticians: 021 591 1785

We are contracted to most medical aids. Payment can also be made via Edgars, Jet, Legit or 

T’s and C’s apply

C E N T R E
EDGEMEAD OPTICAL

SUMMER PROMOTION
Free sunglasses or single vision spectacles
with every test frame and lenses purchased

at one of our branches

Peter Grewe, Wayne Wetherall and all the S you all the best for 2015.
     �ank you for your support in the past.

Well the new year is upon us, and 
with that, 2015 brings with it new 
challenges and new goals. We have 
received numerous enquires from 
individuals who are looking to join the 
club this year. Some wanting to walk, 
some looking to start running, others 
are looking to improve their health, 
while some are looking to meet new 
people and make new friends. Many 
of the existing club members will also 
be setting new goals or challenges, 
wanting to run faster or further 
than previous year/s. Whatever the 
reason, Edgemead Runners offers host 
groups and training programs to best 
suit you!

We finished off the year by hosting 
the annual Memorial Race on December 
31st which starts and finishes at the 
Mouille Point Lighthouse in Green Point. 
Firstly, we must thank aQuellé for their 
continued sponsorship and support 
of this race. The race attracts 1500 
participants not only from across the 
country but across the world who are 
enjoying their holiday in Cape Town. 
This 8km race is run in remembrance of 
runners who have passed away during 
the year. This year Edgemead Runners 
had one of our own whose name was 
read out, Pierre Binneman, who passed 
away in December. Pierre was well 
known by many runners in the Western 
Cape and Boland and will be sorely 
missed by us all. 

Time Trials have also resumed, the 
club offers a 3km & 5 km time trial 
every Tuesday evening which starts 
and finishes at the entrance to StorAge 
Age next to the soccer fields. Anyone 
is welcome to join the club to walk 
or run the time trial route, marshals 
are also on route for your and the 
motorists safety and benefit.

2015 annual club fee are as follows:
Seniors R300.00 per person
Family (2 or more) R270.00 per person
Pensioner (60+) R200.00 per person
Juniors  R50.00 per person   
  (please bring a copy of a birth certificate or ID)
Social Member R200.00 per person
For more information regarding these 
races, the club, or the various training 
programmes scheduled during the 
week, please visit our website: www.
edgemeadrunners.org.za or email 
our clubs administrator on: office@
edgemeadrunners.org.za. All are 
welcome!

This year’s race winner was Sabrina 
Mockenhaupt, a German long-distance 
runner who has represented Germany at the 
2004, 2008 and 2012 Summer Olympics. She 
won the race in a time of 0:26:12. 
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