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protect the food stores.  They are all tested, 
sterilised, vaccinated and microchipped.  

We are currently busy with a Cat Garden 
and will be fencing off the existing catteries 
and releasing about 40 additional semi-
feral and feral cats who currently reside 
within the catteries, they are mostly feral 
mothers whose kittens have been homed or 
adolescents who came in too late (after 12 
weeks) to be tamed.  Some of them are from 
such horrific conditions we did not have the 
heart to return them after sterilisation.  We 
have our very special needs squint feral Mrs 
Magoo who would not survive the elements 
in a feral colony, she will in an enclosed one. 

 Our garden will be 160 meters in diameter 
and the fence will have a 90 degree angle 
at the top to keep our cats in.  The garden 
will have lawn, trees, shrubs and herbs, 
and tables and chairs with plenty of hiding 
spaces for shy cats.   We are fortunate to 
have a landscaper volunteer for us and she 
is designing the garden and brings her team 
to do the layout, preparation and planting. 

The garden will have a remembrance 
garden to honour each of our Lucky Lucy cats 
who are no longer with us and we will do 
something special for each one of them be it 
a special plant or stone with a short message 
and their name on.

This garden will be a little paradise for the 
ones who will never be lucky enough to find 
their own families – we will therefore be 
their forever family.

We also have a special Kitty Throne 
donated for our cats which was placed so 
that our cats can have their own lookout 
point over the entire farm.

We will release these cats once our fence 
and entrance gates are complete and we 
are very excited at how our Cat Garden is 
currently progressing and cannot wait to 
see how happy our cats will be with more 
freedom.
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EDITORIAL
Another year has come 
and gone, and once 
again I am putting pen 
to paper, or at least 
fingertips to keyboard, 
and welcoming you 
into another new year 
with the Edgemead News! Welcome to 
2016!

The breaking of a new year never fails 
to remind me of the inevitability that 
is the passage of time. We are drawn 
inexorably on and as each moment passes 
it is lost like a drop in the river, and only 
our memory of it remains. But this isn’t 
a hopeless picture! The words of Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow jump to mind, 
when he wrote:

“Life is real! Life is earnest!
And the grave is not its goal;
Dust thou art, to dust returnest,
Was not spoken of the soul.

Not enjoyment and not sorrow,
Is our destined end or way;
But to act that each tomorrow
Find us farther than today!”

We have agency, and drive. We have the 
power to make a real change if we want to. 
This January issue is filled with examples 
of real people making a real difference. 
Operation Hydrate has raised thousands 
of Rands and gathered thousands of litres 
of water to help relieve the worst of the 
drought in the interior of South Africa. 
Recently, when the Elgin Valley fires were 
blazing, firefighters both full-time and 
volunteers, aided in droves by civilians, 
managed to beat back the fires and save 
many acres of vineyard and wilderness. 

The Edgemead Christmas Market, 
through the donations of its clients, 
managed to raise over R20 000 for Lucky 
Lucy animal home in just a few weeks. 
These are some excellent examples of the 
combined power that us mere humans 
possess.

So in 2016, take the chance to do 
something that you have always wanted 
to. Get involved in a new project, sign up 
for a new group, join the ERA Committee 
(I had to try and sneak that in!) 

In some way, go out of your way to 
make the time that you have here worth 
having.
Until then!
    Peter Bates

Cover picture:
A Red Bishop contemplates the camera

at Intaka Island. 
Photograph by Heather Durand

Each year the Edgemead Christmas Market 
organises a raffle to help raise funds and 
create exposure for an organisation making 
a meaningful difference in our community.  
This past market R20 150 was raised for the 
Lucky Lucy Foundation, a pro-life animal 
rescue and rehabilitation organisation 
that “tries to relieve the plight of severely 
neglected and abused township and street 
animals.” (Please visit www.luckylucy.org for 
more information).

The raffle prize included 2 tickets to the 
Josh Groban concert at Grand West Casino 
on 13 April and a special gift hamper all 
worth R3200.  Lesley West from Milnerton 
won the raffle.  

From Left: Bianca Durant (ECM Manager), Paul West 
(Husband of  Raffle Winner), Lesley West (Raffle 
Winner), Stacey West (Daughter  of Raffle Winner), 

and Wayne Williams (ECM Event Coordinator).

 

Wayne Williams from the Edgemead Christmas 
Market handing over the raffle and donation 
proceeds of R20 150 to Alexandra Waltman from the 

Lucky Lucy Foundation.

Lucky Lucy Farm between Philadelphia and 
Malmesbury where many of the animals being 

rehabilitated are homed.

Alexandra Waltman has confirmed that the 
funds raised will be used to help complete 
their “Cat Garden” project, and provided the 
following information about the project:

Lucky Lucy has approximately 180 cats 
about 30 of whom are free roaming ferals 
to keep the rodent population down and 

EDGEMEAD CHRISTMAS MARKET RAISES R20 150!

EDGEMEAD
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING

APRIL 2016
------

Date, time and venue
will be communicated 

in the Edgemead News and
Edgemead Noticeboard
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EDGEMEAD  021 559 7152

When listing your home with us to rent you’ll 
be in for no surprises.  You can expect service 
and advice with no complicated jargon and no 
confusion. Our Leapfrog rental agent, René will 
guide you every step of the way.
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CHAIRMAN’S 
CORNER
Here we are with 
January behind us, 
and the first issue 
of Edgemead News 
for 2016. The year 
certainly has started at a running pace 
for me not only at work but in personal 
aspects as well. 

The project our committee will be 
most actively pursuing this year will 
be the installation of a Licence Plate 
Recognition (LPR) system. We have 
already had our first joint meeting 
of the year with the Neighbourhood 
Watch to start laying the foundations of 
our plan. We will publish more details 
as we make progress. Again I will stress 
that this is a long term project and we 
really could use your help. If you’d like 
to assist either in time or by donations 
please get in contact with us. 

Unfortunately I have very little to 
update on other ongoing matters due 
to the usual slow down over the festive 
season. I can however tell you that 
we did receive an emissions report 
from Eskom late last year which, as I 
suspected, turned out to be high level 
and averaged out. We will continue to 

ask for more detailed feedback.
The informal trading plan for the 

greater Edgemead, Plattekloof Road 
and Monte Vista areas is still moving 
along. The surfacing at Edgemead 
Village Centre appears to be complete. 
As I understand it we are waiting for 
signage to be erected and enforcement 
to be finalised. 

The most recent feedback I have 
received from SRK regarding the 
runway realignment project is: “We 
have appointed specialists to undertake 
further studies in response to the 
comments raised by stakeholders on 
the Draft Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Report. We plan to 
release the Final EIA Report in March/
April this year.”

That’s it from me for this edition. 
For those of you who have set some 
(hopefully realistic) new year’s 
resolutions - keep it up. Looking ahead 
to the rest of 2016, beyond the realms 
of Edgemead it appears we’re in for a 
wild ride given the current economic 
and political climate. My hope is 
that critical thinking will prevail over 
emotional reaction, but either way 
make sure you’re ready for it!

 
Emile Coetzee

EDGEMEAD NEWS
“Proud to live in Edgemead”
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is owned by
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EDGEMEAD 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH
by Troy Gerber

Happy New Year Edgemead! 
January is a wonderful month. It signals 

the start of the new year and brings with 
it a fresh outlook and welcome energy. I’m 
always amazed that, no matter how tough 
the year was before, as soon as it’s the 1st 
of January, I feel revitalized, as if I just drank 
a case of Energy drinks.

January also brings with it time to 
reflect on what went well the year before 
and what lessons we have learned. Those 
normally manifest themselves as New 
Year’s resolutions.

Looking back at 2015, we as ENW have 
had more good things happen than bad, so 
our New Year’s resolution is a simple one, 
to keep doing what we are doing and keep 
getting better at it.

This is where we need you, the Edgemead 
resident, to add a New Year’s resolution to 
your list: Become a ACTIVE member of the 
Neighbourhood Watch.Think about it - it’s 
free, you’re helping YOUR community and 
it feels amazing knowing you’re making a 
difference.

Are we making a difference? Yes, looking 
back at 2015, we know for a fact that we are.

The SAPS have been very vocal of the fact 
the ENW and local armed response companies 
are the reason why our crime stats in 2015 
dropped compared to the year before.

SAPS have said that when there are ENW 
operations in Edgemead, the crime drops 
dramatically and, on occasion, there is no 
crime at all during periods of intense ENW 
visibility.

Over December 2015, ENW increased our 
presence on the streets of Edgemead, with 
the dedicated patrollers doing extra patrols 

during the day, as well as late at night and 
the early hours of the morning. This had a 
marked effect on crime in Edgemead.

For more information on the crime 
statistics, join us at our next ENW Annual 
General Meeting at the end of February 
2016, where SAPS will provide feedback on 
crime in Edgemead and surrounds.

The meeting date and venue will be 
announced on Facebook, and via banners in 
Edgemead, closer to the time.

One of the highlights for ENW was our 
Fun Day on the 5th December 2015. 

The day was well attended and, judging 
by the numerous positive Facebook posts 
and pictures, it was a hit with residents, 
especially the children.

Not only was it a fun day, but it also raised 
very necessary funds for the Neighbourhood 
Watch.

We are a voluntary organization and rely 
on donations and fund-raising to purchase 
new equipment.

It was heartwarming to see how local 
businesses were keen to contribute towards 
the Fun Day, providing prizes for the various 
raffles. The local armed response companies 
were also in attendance, showing what 
they have to offer Edgemead residents, 
and supported  the ENW with valuable 
donations.

As ENW, we want to thank everyone 
who supported the Fun Day and made it a 
success. One person needs to be mentioned 
by name and that is Bianca Schwerin. Bianca, 
as a committee member of ENW was the 
brainchild, project manager, coordinator 
and everything else for the event. Without 
Bianca, the event would never have been 
the success it was. Thank you Bee.

We look forward to doing it all again at 
the end of this year.

In 2016, ENW will also be actively involved 
in the LPR Camera project, together with 

neighbouring watches and community 
forums.

A recent Carte Blanche episode 
highlighted the effectiveness of the LPR 
Cameras in Cape Town and the positive 
impact they have  had in reducing crime.

ENW want to ensure that Edgemead is part 
of the LPR project, in order to further improve 
safety in our suburb and prevent crime.

For more information, attend our AGM at 
the end of February 2016, where we will be 
able to provide more information.

As always, we need YOU to join us, so 
we can be effective and keep Edgemead 
the way it should be, a safe place for our 
families to flourish.

ENW membership request forms are 
available on our website at http://www.
edgemeadwatch.co.za.

Alternatively, you can collect and return 
them at Jacks Hardware in Edgemead 
Shopping Centre.
Connect with ENW
To connect with the ENW, you can contact 
us at enw@edgemead.co.za or follow us on 
our very active Facebook page https://www.
facebook.com/EdgemeadNeighbourhoodWatch 

You can also learn more about what 
we do on our website at http://www.
edgemeadwatch.co.za

HAPPY 2016!
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VITAL WATER -  A LIMITED RESOURCE
 

“Water, water every where Nor any drop to drink,” goes the famous 
line by Coleridge, and in the past few months South Africa has 
found herself in a similar dire situation: the lack of water. Persistent 
drought conditions have caused great distress for farmers and 
communities living in the arid interior of our country, with great 
stock losses and low grain harvests affecting many areas. Projects 
such as Operation Hydrate (@HydrateSA), which ships water to 
affected areas, and Project Hope Grass, which accepts donations 
of clean grass clippings to process into animal feed, have formed 
to help alleviate the worst conditions inland. 

Water collected by Operation Hydrate
South Africa is classified as 25% desert; 70% of the country is ‘semi-
arid’ or dryer. Even here in the relatively wetter Western Cape, 
the City of Cape Town imposes constant Level 1 water restrictions 
because of the low rainfall. These water restrictions mean that 
certain measures must be followed to save 10% of all water. 
Recently, because of low dam levels, and a particularly severe El 
Nino, Cape Town is now under Level 2 water restrictions, meaning 
reducing water use by 20%.

New measures in place
To encourage the saving of water, the City has introduced a new 
tariff structure. This is designed so that customers who reduce 
their consumption by the required extra 10% should end up paying 
the same as they would under Level 1 restrictions.

Step  Price per kl (kilolitre =1000 litres)
1 (0-6 kl)  R0
2 (6-10.5 kl)  R11,66
3 (10.5 – 20 kl)  R18,24
4 (20-35 kl)  R29,75
5 (35 – 50 kl)  R45,40
6 (50+ kl)  R85,90

These water restrictions also come with new rules for the use of 
water. The most important include:
• Watering of gardens (with drinking water from the municipal 

supply). This is restricted to only on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays for one hour before 9am and after 4pm – this includes 
buckets and automatic sprinkler systems

• No watering of gardens within 24 hours of saturating rain
• When watering with boreholes, well-points, greywater, recycled 

rainwater and the like, avoid watering between 9am and 4pm
• Only wash vehicles with waterless products, or with a self-closing 

hosepipe
• No hosing down of hard surfaces, driveways, sidewalks etc.
Following these rules not only helps ensure that we will all have 

enough water to drink, it also will enable you to avoid the 
increased tariffs that come with excess water use.

How to save water
Other ways to save water could include:
• Re-using water (ie: sink water for watering gardens, laundry 

water to flush toilets) This way the same water can be used twice
• Covering swimming pools with a evaporation-proof covers
• Installing low-flow taps and showerheads
• Taking shorter showers and shallower baths
• Making sure no plumbing is leaking
• Using water-efficient toilets, and other appliances like 

dishwashers
When using wellpoints and boreholes, they must be registered 
with the City and, if you use alternative water (non-potable) for 
irrigation, the City requires the use of proper signage, which can 
be downloaded from their website (see below)

It is only through the efforts of every citizen that we can ensure 
that the vital resource of water is protected and properly used.

Find out more about Operation Hydrate at: http://tinyurl.com/
HydrateSA

Find out more about water restrictions and ways to save water 
at: http://tinyurl.com/CapeTownWater



January 2016Edgemead News

www.edgemeadnews.co.za Page 7

ELGIN VALLEy BURNS
Firefighters amidst the smoke of the Elgin Valley fire in January

Elgin Valley, Overberg. Firefighters were deployed to the Elgin Valley between the 
10th and 22nd January to deal with fires that had broken out and had burned down 
farm structures and orchards. 

The blaze rages out of control  - Picture by Thomas Holder.

Firefighters battled to keep the blazes under control and prevent them from getting out 
of control. Their efforts were spread thin due to smaller fires in Hawston, and others as 
far afield as Paarl and Table Mountain. 

The blaze rages on near Botrivier
Believed to have been caused intentionally, the fires forced the closure of the N2 and 

evacuation of wine estates in the Valley and also homes near Hawston. The Lebanon 
and Highlands pine plantations were extensively damaged. No casualties were reported. 

Thanks to the brave efforts of firefighters, the Volunteer Wildfire Services, landowners 
and those who donated water and supplies, the last fires were finally extinguished.   

Water bombing near Hawston - Picture by endurohub.co.za.
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Karen Kalis Physio
After 18 wonderful years 
of practicing with Carol 
Cooke in Edgemead, I 
have opened my own 
practice in De Tyger.

I would love to see you 
at the new premises and 
deliver the same hands 
on service that you are 
used to.

Please visit the 
facebook page 
created for sharing of 
information pertaining 
to physiotherapy.

htt p : / / t i ny u r l . co m /
KKalis

Yellow-billed Duck      Red-veined dropwing Dragonfly

Resident Heather Durand sent in these pictures from her recent trip to Intaka Island in Century City.

If you are talented at photography 
and have some impactful or 
interesting images that you would 
like to share with us send them to: 
editor@edgemeadnews.co.za. 

The best images will be published 
in the next issue!

  CALLING FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS!



January 2016Edgemead News

www.edgemeadnews.co.za Page 9

Dear Edgemead Resi-
dents,

Welcome to 2016!  It 
already seems that we 

are well on our way into 
the year with holidays in the distant past 
and the even more distant future.

2016 will indeed be a very busy and 
active year for me as your ward councilor.  
There are a few projects that will be taking 
place and of course there is a municipal 
election as well.  It is imperative that 
when the IEC hold their national voter 
registration on 5 and 6 March that all 
residents make sure they are registered to 
vote and also to register if you have moved 
here from another suburb or province.

As you are aware, the City has 
implemented Level 2 water restrictions from 1 January in a 
proactive step to conserve what water we have as our winter 
rainfall did not yield the expected normal amount, leaving our 
dams short.  Level 2 restrictions, briefly, allow watering on a 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday before 9am and after 4pm for 
an hour.  The City does not know when you put your tap on, but 
the City can see how much water you consume. Therefore the 
bid is to ask you to try and save 10% off your normal account so 
that if you do that, you will be paying more or less the same as 
what you have always paid for your water. However, if you go 
over your usual consumption, you will be charged at a higher 
tariff and will be paying more.  

These restrictions will take some getting used to and I am 
sure there will be those of us who inadvertently water on the 
wrong days. I would like to request that we all try to adhere 
as best we can to these restrictions for the greater good of all.

I requested that the trees along Bosmansdam Road be 
trimmed neatly in order to clear the path that is used by so 
many runners and walkers. The Parks Department has just 
completed that.  I have also secured some disability equipment 
for The Bend Park and this will start being installed this year.  
The Bend Park will eventually be a fully inclusive park that can 
cater for all of the needs of the community.  

On the subject of trees, I have been advised that branches can 
drop ad hoc due to heavy and unnecessary loads of foliage or 
genetic defect, but there is another phenomenon causing limbs 
to break commonly on hot and windless days, with no obvious 
external signs of defect or trauma to the tree.  No consistent 
causes or visible warning signs have been found by Arborists 
studying these phenomena. However some do theorize that 
it may be caused by change in branch movement, moisture 
changes, and ethylene gas released inside the branches, tissue 
shrinkage, internal cracks and microscopic changes in cell wall 
structure. Unfortunately there are still no definite answers and 
we are experiencing this throughout the area.  

I wish you all well during 2016 and please do feel free to 
contact me with any service related issues.
Helen Carstens
Ward 5 Councillor

COUNCILLOR’s 
REPORT

Email: Helen.carstens@capetown.gov.za
0860 103 089 for municipal complaints
or SMS 31373.
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SURGERY
Dr J. KIRKBY

Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE

EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE

(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699

The mathematical world has been abuzz with 
the discovery of the 48th known Mersenne 
Prime. On January 25th, at a little past 
11:30PM, the number 257,885,161-1 was proven 
to be a prime number!

But what is a prime number, and why is it 
so important that a new one was discovered? 
Well, any number can be divided by other 
numbers. For example, the number six can be 
divided by 1, 2, 3 and 6 like so: 6÷1=6, 6÷2=3, 
6÷3=2, 6÷6=1. These numbers, 1, 2, 3, and 6 
are called the factors of 6. 

Some numbers buck this trend and have 
only two factors: 1 and themselves. For 
example, 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13 and 17 only have 
two factors. They cannot be divided by any 
other number except for themselves, and the 
number 1. These are called prime numbers.

Prime numbers are very important in the 
modern world, being used for encrypting 
digital messages, calculating percentages, and 
digital security. But prime numbers also exist 
in nature: the cicada, a small insect known 
for its ear-splitting cry and 13- or 17-year 
hibernation cycle (astute readers will notice 
these numbers are both prime) make use of 
that specific year pattern to avoid predators. If 
a cicada only emerges from hibernation once 
every 13 or 17 years, and it has a predator 
that emerges say every 4 years, the cicada is 
safe, since neither 13 nor 17 are divisible by 
4! In fact, the cicada will be vulnerable only 
to predators that emerge either every year, 
or every 13 or 17 years – and only if those 
periodic predators are perfectly synchronised 
with the cicada!

Mersenne Primes, named after Marin 
Mersenne, a French friar who studied primes 
in the 17th century, are prime numbers that 
can be defined by the following equation: 2n-1. 

22 = 2 x 2 = 4, and 23 = 2 x 2 x 2 = 8. Therefore, 
the number 3 is a Mersenne prime, being 
equal to 22-1 = 4-1 = 3. 7 is also a Mersenne 

prime, as are 13, 17, 19 and so on. There are 
48 known primes, and the most recent one, 
257,885,161-1 has more than 17 million digits!

The discovery of this Mersenne Prime is 
the culmination of a 17-year effort to discover 
new Mersenne primes, called the Great 
Internet Mersenne Prime Search, or GIMPS. 
GIMPS uses the power of computers all over 
the world to run equations to search for prime 
numbers. For more information on GIMPS, 
Mersenne primes and the recently discovered 
48th Mersenne prime, visit http://tinyurl.
com/GIMPSprime

BRAIN STRAINERS!
You have a three-litre and a five-litre bucket. 
How do you measure out four litres?

You have a wolf, a sheep and a cabbage. You 
need to get everything across a river, all in a 
rickety little boat that can only hold you and 
one other item. If you leave the sheep alone 
with the cabbage, the sheep will eat it. If you 
leave the wolf alone with the sheep, the sheep 
will get eaten. How many trips do you have 
to make to get everything (sheep, cabbage, 
wolf, boat and you) across the river, without 
anything getting eaten?

Two boys on bicycles, 20km apart, race 
toward each other at a speed of 10km/h. 
The moment they start, 
a fly that was sitting 
on the handle bar of 
one bicycle started 
flying straight towards 
the other cyclist, at a 
speed of 15km/h. As 
soon as it reached the 
other handlebar, it 
instantly turned back. 
The fly went on, back 
and forth, until the 
two cyclists met in the 
middle. How far did the 
fly fly?

ExCITING DISCOVERIES IN MATHEMATICS
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LOOKING FOR HERSELF 
A tour group searched for several hours in the Icelandic winter 
night for a missing woman, only to discover her amongst the 
search party. 

The tour group was bussing through Iceland and stopped 
near the Lakagígar volcanic canyon of Eldgja, in the south of 
the country. A woman left the bus for a rest stop and to take a 
change of clothing and,  when she returned, nobody on the bus 
recognised her. The story of the missing passenger spread, but 
the woman did not recognise the description of herself. 

A search was mounted on foot and in vehicles, and the 
Icelandic Coast Guard was preparing to mobilise to help in the 
search.

The search was eventually called off around 3am when the 
group realised that the missing woman was in fact not missing, 
and was searching for herself.

by Gino Maccanti Licensed under CC BY 2.0   -  Toronto Sun

Kirkjubæjarklaustur, Iceland.
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LIBRARy NEWS
By Lorraine Mathewson 

Annatjie Britten (assistant librarian) 
will retire at the end of February. She 
has just told me that what she will miss 
the most is the senior citizens - she’s 
even thinking of just coming in after 
her retirement to serve tea to them.

Annatjie Britten, assistant librarian, is set to 
retire the end of February 

Annatjie has been at Edgemead 
library since the beginning in 1994. 

Before that she worked at Goodwood 
library from April 1987, and is just short 
of 30 years of service for the City of Cape 
Town.

We have come to know Annatjie as 
a person who loves small children, the 
elderly and all those in need. She is also 
the person who, for the last 8 years, 
made our regular mornings for the ladies 
in the community very special as she 
really has a gift for themed designs.

On Thursday morning the 11th of 
February Annatjie will host her last “tea” 
at the library. Now…will we have the 
normal “red heart” theme? Incidentally 
that is also the date of Annatjie’s 65th 
birthday.

On Tuesday morning the 8th of March, 
well known Afrikaans historical novelist, 
Irma Joubert will visit the library. Her 
Afrikaans book, “Tussen stasies” has just 
been translated into English - “Girl from 
the train”. The Tuesday book club will be 
hosting this event at the library. However 

anybody is welcome and I can really 
say that if you have not met Irma yet, 
you have really missed meeting a very 
special lady.

We’ll continue our quarterly 
reading programmes for our toddlers 
and junior readers this year. We are 
planning an award ceremony for the 
current one on the 19th of March.

From the 12th to the 19th of March 
we’ll celebrate National Library Week. 
Do remember that this is “fine free 
week”. We cannot write off old fines, 
but we will not charge anything for 
books returned “late” during this 
week. (No matter how many years 
outstanding!)

Then a big “Thank you” to everybody 
for donating books to the library. On 
an annual basis we process more than 
1000 of those items so that they can 
circulate; some we sell and that money, 
via the Friends of the Edgemead/ 
Monte Vista Library, goes towards 
buying new stock for the library.

And once again I ask all of the 
people on Facebook to go and “like” 
Edgemead/Monte Vista Library. Every 
second week we “post” our “new 
books to be reserved” and we share 
about authors, books and reading as 
well as library events.

Then, believe it or not there are still 
people who do not know that we’ve 
had a new telephone number for the 
last 2 years! Our numbers are 021 444 
7352/3.
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN
EDGEMEAD THROUGH THE 80’s

by Lee Engeler
By 1980, eight years after the sales of the first 
houses in Edgemead, the new Garden Cities 
suburb was growing apace, and the first shops 
at the shopping centre were opened in 1981.  In 
1982, Edgemead was officially ten years old and 
well over 1000 homes had been constructed.  

1982 saw the first Youth Group in 
Edgemead, at St. Michael’s Church, as well as 
the founding of the local senior citizens’ Sixty-
Plus Club by Elisabeth Molenaar.  No men 
were initially brave enough to join, but the 
original membership of 11 soon grew, and the 
interesting activities and fun outings swelled 
numbers to close to 70 within four years - 
both women and men and, in 1988, Garden 
Cities generously made available two houses 
in Anne Barnard Way for use as a clubhouse. 
Another notable event of 1982 was the start of 
Edgemead Garden Club by Magdalene Smith.  

In 1983 Rob Pollitt was elected to the 
Goodwood Municipal Council as Ward 4 
representative for Edgemead and Monte Vista, 
and we had direct Council representation for 
the first time. 

Edgemead’s first school, Edgemead Primary, 
opened in 1984, and suburb’s “half-way 
mark” was reached the following year with 
the completion of the 1700th house.  Annual 
construction was then some 170 homes, but 
an astonishing 1400 families were on the 

daily-growing waiting 
list!  

By 1986 there
were between 8000 
and 9000 residents, 
and a survey pro-
duced the following 
results: 32,9% of 
families have two 
children; 46,5% of the  
children are under 
six years old; 56,8% 
of households have 
two cars; 60,1% of 
residents use the shopping centre.

Although Edgemead High School was  
officially  opened only the following year, the 
school started in temporary accommodation 
in Pinelands. And ERA’s official coat of arms 
was registered with State Heraldry (see front 
cover of Edgemead News). 

In 1987 Edgemead celebrated its 15th 
birthday, the completion of the 2000th house, 
and a start  was made on the 650-house 
development to the west of the suburb.

On the resignation of Rob Pollitt, Skead 
Theunissen was elected as Edgemead’s 
Councillor in 1989, and this was also when 
initial discussions began for a community 
centre and library for Edgemead.

All in all, this was an 
eventful decade in the 
history of our suburb.

Edgemead News 
October 2006
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EDGEMEAD CRICKET CLUB
    Jackie Strauss, Club Captain

The heat is on!
Whether this takes you back to the Glenn 

Frey song on the famous Beverley Hills Cop 
sountrack of 1984, or whether it reminds you of recent 
blistering hot days, for us at Edgemead Cricket Club the heat 
is certainly on insofar as our cricket season is concerned! 
It’s getting to the business end of the season when teams 
all around Cape Town knuckle down to either fight for top 
spot…or avoid relegation. 

At Edgemead Cricket Club each of the 4 senior sides are 
fighting for something different. The 1st Team has had quite 
a topsy turvy season where we ascended from the woes 
of the 50 over matches to the 20 over matches in which 
we have been sublime – making it to the final at Newlands 
(date to be confirmed) with 4 polished victories against 
UCT, Tygerberg, Ottomans and Montrose. With only one 
win in the 2-Day competition one would think that we are 
in trouble but, with the league being quite evenly poised, 
we could shoot up the ranks quickly with a couple of wins. 
The 2nd Team have done brilliantly and find themselves 5th 
on the log mid-way through the season. One or two positive 
results could see us finish in a strong position. Considering 
the quality of cricket and the strength of opposition in 
the Reserve A league, I would say that it would certainly 
be an excellent achievement. The 3rd Team sadly haven’t 
had the best of seasons and found themselves bottom of 
the 3A log by the start of the new year. They have however 
retaliated in the best of fashion by winning their first game 
of 2016. With the 4th team players being fairly new to the 
3B league one would have expected some tough outcomes. 
It’s certainly not been the case as the guys have shown 
great character and heart to find themselves mid-table at 
the turn of the season. 

Training has started for the new year and everyone has 
pulled together to do the business. Lots of work lies ahead! 
A great thanks for the support we have received from 
everyone! It’s been a season full of surprises and we have 
no doubt that it will continue to produce interesting and 
exciting cricket. 

We invite everyone and anyone to pop down at anytime. 
We welcome all your support!

Yours in Cricket,
Jackie Strauss
Edgemead Cricket Club: Club Captain
ecccricket@hotmail.com 

Master
Practitioner
Real Estate

Principal
Member of

Rebosa
 Member of 

the Institute of 
Estate Agents

Cape Business 

                                              Dr. Jason Liepner, D.C.

Chiropractic: a health profession specialising in the diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention of various disorders related to the muscles, skeleton and nervous 
system of the body. Using a drug-free philosophy and numerous treatment 
methods, below are just some of the conditions chiropractic can treat.
• Migraines                                                             • numbness in arms/legs
• Limited movement of neck/back/hips/shoulders • muscle spasm
• Back/neck pain                                                    • work and sport related injuries
• Pain relief associated with conditions such as Fibromyalgia, Sciatica and Scoliosis

Dr. Jason Liepner       021 559 8417 
www.edgemeadchiropractor.co.za

Just for Laughs

For lack of a better word . .  buy a thesaurus

Two twins share a womb. The first twin asks the second 
“Hey, do you believe in life after birth?” to which the 
second responds “Of course I do, I believe in Mom don’t I?

A young artist exhibits his work for the first time, and a 
critic well-known for his harsh opinions is in attendance. 
At the end of the evening the critic approaches the young 
artist and says “Do you want my opinion?” The artist 
replies, “Yes.” 
The critic says, “It’s useless,” and the artist replies, “I 
know it is, but tell me anyway!”
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BASED AT CENTURY CITY
VIRGIN ACTIVE

Come get your
Vitality Fitness Assessment or 

Momentum Multiply
Fitness Assessment

done this month
Based at Century City Virgin Active, 

non-members are welcome
to see me for Rehabilitation, 

Conditioning, chronic disease 
management & �tness assessments

SO WHO WAS THIS “VALENTINE”, ANyWAy?
This year, the 14th of February falls on a Sunday. The day, which 
bears the name of St Valentine, traditionally heralds a display of 
romantic love between the amorous. But who was St. Valentine, 
and why does this day bear the name Valentine’s Day?

Some sources say St Valentine was a Roman in the 3rd century 
AD. The story goes that Emperor Claudius had banned marriage 
as he believed that family bonds made men worse soldiers. 
St Valentine organised for the men to write messages back 
home in secret, and was sentenced to death for his crimes. 
Apparently, Valentine fell in love with the jailers daughter, and 
signed his final letter to her “from your Valentine” on the 14th 
of February – the day he was executed.

So who is this Cupid character then? Cupid is one of the 
symbols of Valentine’s Day, 
along with hearts, doves, roses 
and red and pink. With his 
bow and arrow, cupid shoots 
the hearts of people, who 
then fall in love. There must 
be more romantic things 
than getting shot in the 
chest with a bow and arrow!

And as for the roses, in South Africa over 40 million roses 
are sold each year on or before Valentine’s Day!
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MASTT

KEEPING YOU SAFE !!!

0861 627 000www.swartsecurity.co.za

Monitoring
&

Armed Response

24
HOURS

0861 628 000EMERGENCY:

BHF Practice No: 0270881

We accept ALL Medical Aids

EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICE

www.mastt.co.za
info@mastt.co.za 021 558 5754

We offer: 

• First Aid Courses

• Basic Fire Fighting Courses

• Health & Safety Courses

• Security Officer Courses

• SAQA Unit Standards

• and more...

Department of Labour & SETA Accredited


