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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the March issue of 
the Edgemead News – I hope 
you enjoy it. We have some 
very special articles sent in this 
month by our residents, and I 
am very grateful that we have 
a community that wants to 
become involved in a project 

like the Edgemead News. Please remember that 
the ERA is having our Annual General Meeting 
on the XX April – we will be voting in the new 
members of the Executive Committee and 
will also be electing a new Chairman. I would 
encourage all residents of Edgemead to attend, 
and to have your say in the future of your suburb.

We are very fortunate to live in such a green 
and healthy suburb as Edgemead (although 
that greenness is somewhat faded – my back 
garden bears closer resemblance to the Sahara 
than to a lawn). I’ve had visitors to Cape Town 
who comment on how beautiful Edgemead is 
because of all the trees we have. In fact, a friend 
who visited after living more than 20 years in 
Kleinmond commented that she felt like she was 
in the jungle! While Edgemead isn’t really that 
verdant, we are fortunate. This is why, I think, 
I am so disappointed when trees in our Garden 
City are cut down to make room for driveways, 
building or just because they are deemed a 
nuisance. I was very pleased to see that my 
neighbour down the road actually built his new 
driveway around the trees in his garden.

Trees are a good indicator of how we think 
about the future. I think that someone who is not 
concerned for trees, is not concerned with their 
future – after all, what is more representative of a 
long effort with a rewarding end result than a well-
cared-for, strong tree? We are becoming more 
concerned with the immediate payoff and instant 
gratification than leaving a legacy. It is said that 
the best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago, and 
the second best time is right now. So take the time 
now to sow the seeds that will pay off later, maybe 
not in your future, but in your children’s future.

Peter Bates
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CHAIRMAN’S
CORNER
It’s It is with great 
pride and pleasure 
that I can announce 
that some of our 
fellow residents 

have thrown their hats into the ring 
and offered to join the ERA committee. 
It’s always fantastic to get some fresh 
ideas and extra hands on board. Thank 
you for offering up your time to make 
our wonderful suburb better. I can also 
report that, after our first planning 
meeting, I have already started putting 
them to work. I’m hoping that this will 
result in the ERA becoming a bit more 
visible in the year ahead in what we do 
for the community, but that of course 
requires that the community also 
engages with us. We always welcome 
constructive comment.

With our ranks a bit fuller and 
continuity in place, I believe I can now 
step down as chairman knowing that 
things are in good hands. I intend to 
stay on as a committee member so I 
can focus my energy on the LPR project 
without the distractions that come 
with being chairman. Admittedly, we’ve 
been a bit quiet on the LPR front but, 
once the AGM is done, it will be full 
speed ahead from my side.

The illegal cell mast in Southdale 
Road remains standing while the City 
battles things out in court. Certainly 
not something you can solve by 
submitting a C3 ☺ !

Our Annual General Meeting will 
be held on Wednesday the 19th of 
April, 7PM at Edgemead High School. I 
always urge everyone to attend. It’s a 
good opportunity to hear what the ERA 
have been up to, raise concerns of your 
own and meet your fellow residents. 
I cannot stress enough that a healthy 
and active residents association is 
critical to holding our officials to 
account, something that, in my opinion, 
is sorely needed. A perfect example of 
how residents need to be vigilant is the 
current water crisis, of which you can 
read my opinion article on page 13. 

I bid you farewell as chairman for 
the last three years. Sometimes it was 
tough, sometimes frustrating, but 
always rewarding. I’m looking forward 
to seeing what the new committee has 
to offer and ask that you support them 
in their efforts in the same way that you 
have supported me.
Emile Coetzee
Chairman, Edgemead Residents’ 
Association
Email: edgemead.ra@gmail.com
Cell: 0832880837

SAD LOSS OF A MASTER 
CRAFTSMAN

We were greatly saddened to learn of the 
passing of Gerald Baldinger, who had become 
known not only to the local community but to 
loyal customers from all around the world.  

Gerald served his apprenticeship as a goldsmith 
under his father’s strict tutelage, worked for two 
years in London, and then rejoined his father in 
the Adderley Street shop.  

After father Kurt’s retirement, Gerald and his 
brother-in-law partner carried on the tradition 
but, in time, relocated to Cavendish Square. In 
2009, because they lived in Edgemead, Gerald 
and his wife Sue found a local outlet in our 
shopping centre, and had the convenience of 
living and working here.

Some of the many obituary notices in the local 
newspapers were written with deep feeling, the 
family gratefully thanking Sue for her devotion 

THE EDGEMEAD
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

will be held in

EDGEMEAD HIGH 
SCHOOL HALL

on
19 APRIL 2017

at
19:00

All residents
are welcome to attend

Cover: Eager walkers keep the pace at the 
Edgemead Pre Primary School’s MiniWalk 
(photo supplied, see page 4 for more. Sue and Gerald Baldinger

Grant Whaits  082 889 9326
grantthebio@gmail.com

 
 
 

    

 
 

  

    
 

    
  

BASED AT CENTURY CITY
VIRGIN ACTIVE

Come get your
Vitality Fitness Assessment or 

Momentum Multiply
Fitness Assessment

done this month
Based at Century City Virgin Active, 

non-members are welcome
to see me for Rehabilitation, 

Conditioning, chronic disease 
management & �tness assessments

and care during Gerald’s illness.
“Gerald will be remembered for his commitment to 

his family, his integrity and his hard work in his beloved 
trade.  He was a lover of his people and his land.” 

“He will not be forgotten, his memory will live 
on in the many beautiful pieces of jewellery he has 
created in his life. He will be missed most by the 
ones that loved him dearly.”
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MINI WALK 2017
By Amy Tucker

Edgemead Pre-Primary School had their 
annual Mini Walk Fundraiser on the 4th of 
March 2017. It was a fun filled day where 
families came together and walked around 
their respective campuses.

The 
children 
were 
rewarded 
with bunny licks after each lap they completed. Prizes were 
given to the children who collected the most money on their 
raffle forms. This year’s top Girl and Boy won a bicycle that 
was donated to the school by one of the parents. We are 
an NPO and rely heavily on support from our parents and 
the community and the Mini Walk is Edgemead Pre- Primary 
School’s biggest fundraising event, the donations and 
support we received this year were incredible and greatly 
appreciated. The Mini Walk was once again very successful 
and a lot of fun!
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EDGEMEAD/MONTE VISTA 
LIBRARY EVENTS
By Lorraine Mathewson

4th April 10:00: we welcome children of all 
ages to come and decorate their own Easter 
drinking glasses

1st of April at 10:00: Saturday morning book 
club. We will be discussing Irish authors 
Denise Sewell and Maggie O’Farrell. 

On the 4th of April the Tuesday morning book 
club will discuss The Japanese Lover by 
Isabel Allende.

The Friends of the Edgemead/Monte Vista 
library are always active. There will be car 
boot sales on the 1st of April, the 6th and 
the 27th of May.

April: Look out for the art exhibition that will 
be held inside the library.

Follow the Edgemead/Monte Vista Library on 
Facebook by “liking” us on Edgemead/Monte 
Vista library.

 Book Reviews by  Pam Gillbee
DUTCH COURAGE by Paige Nick
A fun read about Grace Hendriks, whose 
sister Natalie begs her to take her place as 
a celebrity impersonator in Amsterdam. 
The cast of characters made me laugh and 
intrigued me as I haven’t come across a 
book with a storyline like this before. Even 
better - an ending I never saw coming!

CHAI TEA & GINGER BEER by Deborah Kirsten
Although this autobiography was released 
in 2015, it is now available at the Edgemead 
Library. As a lover of cricket, I found this 
book of Deborah’s journey with her husband 
Gary insightful and entertaining with a 
fascinating look into the life and demands 
of international sportsmen as well as their 
families and marriages. There is also an 
underlying thread which reflects Deborah’s 
strong faith and values. Read this book to 
learn more about the intriguing title.

CHOOSING TO LIVE by Davey du Plessis
I was privileged to hear Davey talk about his 
book Choosing to Live. His adventures from 
the source of the Amazon River to the sea 
were spine chilling as he recounted the story 
of his ambush only 2 months into the solo 
trip. He describes his struggle to survive after 
being shot and his journey to seek medical 
help with the various jungle communities of 
Peru. I highly recommend this book about a 
young, courageous man who overcame an 
extremely challenging situation.

BORN A CRIME and other stories by Trevor 
Noah
The recollections by Trevor Noah of his 
life from earliest childhood brings to the 
fore the horrendous effect the apartheid 
system had on ordinary human beings. 
This is a vibrant, fast paced read. He pulls 
no punches in his memoir but at the same 
time is surprisingly generous in his attitude 
and his lack of bitterness in being denied an 
upbringing in a ‘proper’ family. 

Self-catering
Accommodation

Homely Environment & Warm Hospitality
Units with separate entrances

& off street parking

Heather  021 559 1434     073 471 1083
www.gypsyscorner.co.za
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BOTHASIG COMMUNITY DAY CENTRE
Bothasig Community Day Centre (CDC) has an improved comprehensive 
package of service for the Bothasig and surrounding communities to 
enjoy.

The CDC opened its doors in December last year and welcomes all 
of the community to make use of this wonderful new community day 
centre. 

Come and visit us and see for yourself and make use of our services like 
maternal child, woman’s health services, TB screening, STI screening, HIV 
counselling, chronic disease management, mental health, emergency 
and other services.

We encourage the community of Bothasig and surrounding areas 
like Edgemead, Monte Vista, Richwood, Plattekloof Glen, Burgundy 
Estate, Kleinbosch, Panorama and Welgelegen to come and access 
these services. This is another commitment from the Western Cape 
Government to bring services closer to the people.

The facility also offers outreach and off-site services for its patients, 
and is one of the very first facilities which we have consolidated health 
services for better health outcomes in communities.

Operating Hours: 
   Monday-Friday (07:00-16:00)
Address: 
   Corner of Swellengrebel Avenue & De Grendel Avenue, Bothasig
Contact Details: 
   Facility Manager: Ms Deidre Poole 021 558 5010

Travel and Cruise Specialist based
in Edgemead.

Contact Rene for specials:
Cruises, Golf packages to Mauritius,

Holidays to the Indian Ocean Islands, 
Zanzibar, Europe, USA and the world.

Tel:  021 559 0020

Fax: 086 618 0166

Email: simpsontours@xsinet.co.za

Web: www.simpsonconferencesandtravel.co.za
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We are well into 
the year now and 
the start has indeed 
been busy, ward wise 
and with my role as 

Sub Council chair
I am pleased to announce that the 

last of the disabled equipment has been 
installed at The Bend Park in Edgemead.  
The addition to the disabled equipment 
is a see-saw.  The disabled now have 
swings, a round-a-about and a see-
saw.  The apparatus has been installed 
and it is just the tarring that needs to 
be done around the see-saw.  Also on 
this park is the Gym Equipment and I 
must say I am pleased to see that this 
equipment is used albeit in the early 
morning and evening.  It provides a 
wonderful work-out after a few rounds 
of walking around the perimeter of 
the park.  The play equipment and the 
shady trees make it the all-inclusive 
park for families to enjoy in the last 
of the summer months, be it a picnic, 
a birthday party or just some leisurely 
time with a book on the park bench.

I have, in an attempt to address 
some of the congestion and road-rage 
in the peak morning traffic, submitted 
a motion through Sub Council to erect 
barriers that will prevent motorists 
from driving across from Vryburger 
Avenue, to Edgemead Drive in order to 
cut through the Engen Garage and gain 
access (by jumping the queue) onto the 
slip road to the N7.  I am well aware 
that this is not the ultimate solution 
however, each and every attempt that 
is possible, along with my request for 
more traffic visibility in the mornings 
will assist at some level.

Through funding from my Ward 
Allocation, all the street markings 
throughout my ward have and are 
currently in the process of being 
repainted.  Road markings are now 
bright and clearly visible.

 I am currently working with ESKOM 
and various stakeholders and the 
community in a hope to manage the 
environmentally sensitive sites under 
their high voltage power lines running 
alongside Edgemead, Bothasig and 
Monte Vista as well as addressing 
the unfortunate increase of vagrants 
utilizing the reserve.

I have held fruitful meetings with 
the Cart Horse Protection Association 
and am confident and hopeful that our 
combined resources and initiatives will 
bear fruit down the line and bring about 
a change in how we currently view the 
cart horses.  I will certainly keep you 
informed with these developments.
Helen Carstens
Ward 5 Councillor

COUNCILLOR’S 
REPORT

being used as a toilet by the vagrants who 
tend to congregate around the club area, 
and we need to pave it, which would also 
give us parking for two small cars. If anyone 
out there has a few cheap second hand 
paving slabs that they would like removed, 
we would happy to buy and collect them.
Please don’t give food or anything to the 
vagrants – it encourages them to hang 
around near the Seniors Club. This is very 
intimidating to our members!
CLUB ACTIVITIES:
Wednesday and Friday 9:00 – 11:00 
 tea, coffee and chat mornings
Wednesday 9:00 – 12:00 
 Knitters Club
Wednesday 13:00 – 17:00
 Games afternoon, cards Rummikub, etc
2nd Tuesday of month
 Lunch Club 12:00 for 12:30
Last Tuesday of month
 Club Meeting from 9:00 with entertainer 

or something of interest
3rd Thursday 9:30 for 10:00
 Games morning
Last Friday of month 18:30 for 19:00
 Games evening
Every Saturday 12:00 – 13:00
 Flexi Exercises just for seniors
Last Sunday of month 12:00 for 12:30
 Bring ‘n Braai R10 payable in advance
Last Sunday of month 
 United Church service presented by Rev 

Peter Schoonraad 

EDGEMEAD SENIORS CLUB
Lorraine Robinson, Chairperson

Here is a general report back of some of the 
happenings at your Seniors Club.

February was a milestone month for one 
member, Laura Ackerberg, who turned 90 on 
the 28th when her family had a celebration 
at the club. On the previous Friday, club 
members as well as Laura’s friends from the 
Evergreen Arts and Crafts Club (St Michaels 
Church) had joined together for a morning tea 
celebration. Happy times for all.

This happened during the middle of our 
painting project for the renovation of our 
clubhouse’s main room. Play stopped work 
for a time but we are now back on track. The 
ceiling is finished, sanding of window frames 
prior to resealing is our next chore, then on to 
the wall painting. It’s a slow process because, 
to save funds, much of the work is being 
done by a small group of members. Paint was 
donated to paint the outside of the clubhouse 
at the end of last year, and hopefully this will 
all make our meeting place more welcoming 
for people looking for a reasonably-priced 
venue for small gatherings.   

All the monthly events will now be on a 
notice in the club window. Please read the 
notice, as it may be that you would like to join 
in some of our activities - our Canasta club 
is definitely looking for more players to join 
them on Wednesdays from 1pm to 5pm. 

Sadly the small area in front of the club is 
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In 10 days, there were three “home invasions” in Edgemead just prior to 
this issue going to print!  

The first was on a sunny Saturday midday in Louis Thibault where a 
homeowner was unpacking groceries from her car. A man approached 
and asked her for water and, before she knew it, there were four men 
and a firearm and she and her husband were held up at gunpoint and 
then locked in the bathroom while their house was robbed of TV, laptop 

IT ALWAYS HAPPENS TO SOMEONE ELSE . . . UNTIL IT HAPPENS TO YOU!
Written for Edgemead News by one of the victims

and jewellery.  Sometime later, they managed to get out of the bathroom 
window and press the panic alarm but, sadly, the burglars were long gone.

Two days later, in Farmersfield Road, a senior citizen opened her granny 
flat door to check why the dogs were barking in the main house - and 
interrupted a robbery in progress. On seeing her, one of the burglars 
leapt for the elderly woman, knocking her to the floor but fortunately she 
had managed to hit the panic alarm. Although in a hurry with the alarm 
sounding, the thieves made off with her jewellery, handbag, money and 
TV, but in their few minutes in the main house before the alarm went off 
they had taken more TV’s plus jewellery and watches. In this instance, 
it was a “crowbar gang” – the steel security gate had been forcibly bent 
until the lock snapped out of it, and the front door kicked in so hard that 
frame splintered. Armed Response arrived within five minutes but there 
was no trace of the burglars, and none of the neighbours had seen or 
heard a thing.

The following week a Wimbledon Way homeowner returned to find 
that her house had been broken into. The front door was shattered, her 
TV and laptop stolen, and her small safe had somehow been battered 
open and all the contents taken, including passports and jewellery. She 
phoned 10111 and, almost frantic when no police had arrived after half 
an hour, rang a friend whose call to the SAPS patrol van solicited prompt 
action. A kind resident friend worked until 10pm removing the smashed 
door and installing another to ensure she would be safe during the night. 

Edgemead residents, please be exceptionally cautious. These are three 
different gangs of brazen burglars with different modi operandi, but all 
committing crimes in broad daylight and not afraid of dogs. The loss of 
treasured items is heart-breaking, but not life-threatening. These gangs 
may be.

If you have armed response, make sure their signs are visible near your 
external doors, and if you have an alarm system, don’t forget to set it.  

Paste the numbers of the SAPS patrol van all around your house – 079 
894 1211 because they patrol in Edgemead day and night - and the SAPS 
Bothasig landline 021 559 9400.

DEFORESTATION IN OUR GARDEN CITY
Edgemead resident, Barry Reid, on his usual walk through our 
leafy suburb, noticed something odd when walking in the park at 
the corner of Denison Way and Driekoppen Way, behind the Pre-
Primary School. A tree that had stood just outside the entrance to 
the Village Educare Centre, had been removed. With the City policy 
on trees stating “no tree located on public or Council land is to be 
removed unless it presents a threat to human life or property”, 
this tree’s removal is particularly puzzling as the tree was in an 
otherwise healthy condition. Mr Reid says “The tree appeared 
healthy and I cannot understand why the tree was removed. Our 
parks in Edgemead have really deteriorated over the past 11 years 
that we have lived here...and generally are in desperate need of 
established trees and shade.”

Priscilla Poggenpoel, Recreation and Parks Superintendent 
for Area 7 stated that the tree “was wrongly removed by one of 
our [City] contractors”, furthermore, she went on to say that the 
seriousness of the matter “was discussed with [the contractors]”.

Ms Poggenpoel went on to say that the removed tree was 
replaced by two indigenous trees, something which Mr Reid says 
“does little to replace the [loss of] shade and greenery in what 
was once a Garden City.” Mr Reid proposed that the contractor 
responsible bear the cost of replacement with a mature and fully 

established tree, pointing out that two 
saplings planted in a drought, with little 
hope of a regular or deep watering to 
establish a proper root structure, have 
slim chances of survival.

Mr Reid comments that he “cannot 
understand how such [a mistake] 
could happen with a trained arborist”, 
assuming that the City would only 
appoint trained arborists for the 
important work of maintaining trees.

The Edgemead News is awaiting a 
copy of the “SCM-433 Dissatisfactory 
Service from a Contractor” form from 
the City to confirm that the matter has 
been registered against the contractor 
in question.

    One of the two     
     replacements

The tree in question circa 2009
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FIX-IT

Shop 90A Monte Vista Boulevard
(next to Video 2000)

MICROWAVE’S  ♦  DVD’S  ♦  TV’S

BEN & MARGARET

021 558 8892 OR 021 801 0159 

ELECTRONIC
  WORKSHOPFIX-IT
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PET POTENTIAL
UNDERSTANDING YOUR PET 

Edgemead’s resident “dog whisperer”, Mandy Gibson, has 
a real passion for animals. Mandy has dedicated her time 
towards better understanding our furry friends. Equipped 
with an Advanced Diploma in Behaviour Therapy for cats and 
dogs, she recently opened her practice called Pet Potential.

Mandy’s interest in pet behaviour came when she 
adopted her dog Sledge, a Border Collie/Siberian Husky 
cross, from DARG in Hout Bay. As a high energy dog, Sledge 
needed plenty of mental and physical exercise. Some bad 
experiences in his past meant that Sledge needed special 
care to help him deal with situations that he found stressful. 
While doing clicker training with Sledge, Mandy was 
assisting at a canine behaviour practice for several years. 
With so much information available on dog behaviour, 
Mandy became frustrated with how difficult it is to separate 
the accurate, reliable information from the misleading and 
potentially harmful information floating around. This led her 
to her studies in Tellington Ttouch – a specific method of 
behavioural therapy for animals. 

Using positive reinforcement based on rewards, and non-
confrontational methods, Mandy works with both dogs 
and cats to help them manage their stress and encourage 
better behaviour. She says: “Pets have unique personalities.  
Outgoing dogs might become more reactive to other dogs 
or people, which is their way of attempting to control their 
environment by making the scary thing or person go away.”  
She explains that hyperactive dogs are often anxious and 
“bouncing off the walls” is their way of dealing with this. More 
introverted dogs may develop stereotypical behaviours (like 
Obsessive Compulsive Disorders in humans). Many dogs find 
being left alone all day, or put outside at night, to be quite 
stressful and develop separation disorders, like destroying 
furniture or excessive barking.  Dogs who are bored will 
often dig up the garden or eat the sprinkler system.

Mandy says that the reason dogs are the most successfully 
domesticated species is that they are better at reading our 
body language and sounds than we are at reading theirs! 
However, advances in many fields such as behaviourism, 
neuroscience and ethology have progressed quite rapidly 
in the last few decades and we are closer to understanding 
behaviour in man’s best friend.  A book Mandy can highly 
recommend to anyone wanting to understand their dog a 
little better is The Culture Clash by Jean Donaldson.

 
 

MARIE DIOGENIDIS 96TH BIRTHDAY 
Fellow Edgemeadian, 
Marie Diogenidis, 
celebrated her 96th 
birthday at the end of 
last year. She’s proudly 
local and Claire 
Barnardo chatted to 
her about her life. 

Q: How long have 
you lived in 
Edgemead? 

A: I’ve lived here for 
the past 14 years 
with my daughter 
Judy and husband 
Claude (Barnardo).  

Q: Where were you born? 
A: I was born in Retreat, actually in the Police Station. My father 
 was the sergeant in charge of the policemen and rode on 

horseback in those days. There used to be a big stone cat 
opposite the station but it’s changed a lot over the years. 

Q: What do you love about Edgemead?
A:  I love the sense of community and closeness of Edgemead. 

I’ve also made lots of friends especially at church and in the 
area, which has meant a lot. 

Q: How big was your family?
A: We were nine children – I had six sisters and I was the second 

eldest.  
Q: What was your favourite pastime? 
A: Reading… even as a child I loved to read. 
Q: How many great-grandchildren do you have? 
A:  I have 16 and they call me Gigi. 
Q: What’s your secret to a long life? 
A: No secret at all! Just living God’s way . . . I must ask him when 

I see Him.  
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While serving with the Royal Navy on 
North Atlantic convoy patrols during World 
War II, it took Henry Saker three years 
(1941–1943) to make the furniture for a 
doll’s house for his daughter.  His only tools 
were a chisel, razor blades, pins and glue, 
and materials were anything that could be 
found in various scrapyards and dockyards. 

A few years’ later, it took “Lofty” Saker 
(all tall men in the navy were nicknamed 
Lofty) six months to build the doll’s house 
itself while he was stationed in Simons 
Town during 1947. Wood used was window 
blackout panels from the Civil Service Club 
in Cape Town’s Church Square (exchanged 
for a bottle of Scotch whisky which was 
almost unobtainable at the time).  And this 
fascinating, now 70-year-old doll’s house is 
right here in Edgemead with the daughter, 
Yvonne Taylor, for whom it was built with 
so much love, so many years ago.

House and furniture are made to the 
scale of 1 inch = 1 ft and the house is 
roughly 80cm square and 50cms high. But 
it is the incredible detail of the crafting 
that makes it so unique. Curtain rods were 
made from brazing wire, and curtain rings 
by winding brass wire around a knitting 
needle, cutting off the circles and soldering 
the joints. Window and door frames were 
made from picture frame offcuts, obtained 
from a framer’s in Cape Town for one 
shilling.

Window catches are made from pins; 
basin, bath, and sink plugs from old shirt-
front studs, and the plug chains of the sink, 
wash basin and bath are 9ct. gold from an 
old necklace! Toilet rolls were made by 
rolling toilet paper round a thin knitting 
needle, then cutting into small rolls.

The fridge and stove were made from a 
bit of brass from the engineer’s workbox 
on HMS Berwick, as were other items 
needing wire, such as fridge shelves. The 
fridge measures 13 cms high and 6.5 cms 
wide, has little veg boxes, and tiny ice trays, 
and the stove has a grill pan, frying pan, 
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Lounge

hot plates and roasting trays.  Sadly HMS 
Berwick eventually went to the bottom 
of the Atlantic, but a spare shelf from the 
sideboard of the Captain’s dining saloon 
was used to make the doll’s house dining 
room suite and lounge cabinet.  The lounge 
suite covering was offcuts from furnishings 
in Admiralty House, Chatham, and the 
chair upholstery was from bits of fireproof 
stokers’ trousers!  The main bedroom was 
an exact replica of Lofty and his wife’s 
bedroom in 1939, the double bed made 
from a piece of wood picked up on the 
scrap heap in Rosyth Dockyard, Scotland.

As the furniture for each room was 
completed it was carefully packed into a 
cardboard gas-mask box, and posted to 
England from Iceland. Not one piece went 
missing or got broken, in spite of the war.

The original carpets were green felt 
but these perished and were replaced 
in 1980/81 by the current carpeting and 
curtaining. Plates were made 35 years 
later from bottoms of coffee tins and cups 
turned from brass with bent copper wire 
soldered on for handles, but at this stage 
Lofty was suffering with motor neuron 
disease and had very shaky hands.

The house is actually wired throughout 
but Yvonne is afraid to try it now, not 
knowing if the wiring could be broken, 
and afraid of a fire.  Perhaps a kind local 
electrician could check for her?

It is effectively a piece of naval history 
and Yvonne would like to donate the doll’s 
house to the Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
– if they will pay for its transportation. 

A PIECE OF HISTORY IN EDGEMEAD

Dining Room

Bedroom
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This is the concept of basically 
connecting any device with an on and 
off switch to the Internet (and/or to 
each other). This includes everything 
from cellphones, coffee makers, 
washing machines, headphones, 
lamps, wearable devices and almost 
anything else you can think of. This also 
applies to components of machines, for 
example a jet engine of an airplane or 
the drill of an oil rig. If it has an on and 
off switch then chances are it can be a 
part of the IoT. It is predicted that by 

THE INTERNET OF THINGS - IOT
David Abraham

Yvonne:
083 284 2350Office: 021 558 1060

rbsproperties@mweb.co.za

Ryan:
082 443 9083

We are achieving excellent selling prices in 
all categories of homes in Edgemead.
For a Free, Professional Valuation, with no 
obligations . . . please contact us.
New record selling price 'R3 350 000'                                          

Let us achieve a
record price for     
your property.

2020 there will be 26 billion connected 
devices. The IoT is a giant network of 
connected “things”. The relationship 
will be between people-people, 
people-things, and things-things.  

The new rule for the future is going 
to be, “Anything that can be connected, 
will be connected.” The IoT allows for 
virtually endless opportunities and 
connections to take place, many of 
which we can’t even think of or fully 
understand the impact of today. It 
certainly opens the door to a lot 

of opportunities but also to many 
challenges. Also two areas of concern 
been discussed is security and the 
massive amounts of data which will 
be generated.  The IoT opens up 
companies and individual all over the 
world to more security and privacy 
threats; so things need to be put in 
place to address this.  Massive amounts 
of data from all the devices will need 
to be stored, tracked, analysed and 
controlled.   

So join the conversation and educate 
yourselves about IoT and what the 
potential impacts this has on how you 
will work and live.

Microblading Special Offer.
 Including follow-up appointment.

 Semi-permanent natural looking brows.
 Lasts 2 years 

www.helencookmakeup.co.za
info@helencookmakeup.co.za

082 402 5192
Cut out voucher: R1 500 microblading special offer.

Voucher expires 30 June 2017

Bringing out the best in you

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - !
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EDGEMEAD NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Fake news seems to be 
the current trend and 
with it I am seeing a 
proliferation of hoax 
warnings on Facebook 
and Whatsapp. When 
you advise the sender 
that the message is a 

hoax you’re invariably met with an indignant 
“well there’s no harm in warning people”. 
Well, yes and no. You see, the thing with 
hoax warnings is that they use very emotive 
language and are worded to instill fear and 
anxiety instead of simply warning us. They 
are usually based to some degree on truth 
to lend some credibility, and they invariably 
appear to come from a legitimate source by 
mentioning a name and contact number. For 
the most part the warnings are undated and 
are filled with poor grammar and spelling 
mistakes. They also use “Americanisms” like 
“trunk” instead of boot and “gas” instead of 
petrol. While the person passing on these 
warnings is probably doing it in good faith, 
the originator has more nefarious reasons. 
They use it to harvest info from the sender’s 
address list on Whatsapp or Facebook, and 
essentially they are created for financial gain. 
Before sending on warnings we should all do 
a bit of due diligence and either Google the 
said warning or check on sites like Snopes.
com or hoaxslayer.com.

I am therefore always mindful when 
passing on crime information on behalf of the 
Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch because 
firstly you want to make absolutely sure of 
the facts, and also you have to be extremely 
careful to word it in such a way that it 
becomes a constructive warning message 
and does not create panic and unnecessary 
fear amongst residents. Having said that 
though we must also not stick our heads in 
the sand and deny that crime is happening 
in our suburb. All of the crime fighting role 
players within the Bothasig Precinct, namely 
SAPS, Law Enforcement, Armed Response 
Companies and the Neighbourhood Watches, 
were justifiably proud that the anticipated 
festive season spike in crime was not only 
contained but, in fact, crime incidents had 
dropped in comparison to last year. However, 
crime is a constant in society and over the 

past month we have 
seen a sharp uptake 
in crime in Edgemead. 
There have been 
several crowbar style 
break ins as well as 
the shocking armed 
robbery of residents at midday on a Saturday. 
In one of the crowbar break ins the senior 
resident was unfortunately home at the time 
and was brutally flung to the ground while her 
home was ransacked. Bothasig SAPS Station 
Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Jacobs, has 
always stated that his biggest fear is that these 
break ins would end up in a contact crime and 
this unfortunately happened in two of these 
instances. Thankfully all parties are physically 
okay under the circumstances. 

To deter further incidents required 
something different and immediate.  High 
visibility of crime fighting units is an extremely 
effective and proven deterrent to crime.  
Bobbies on the beat was an innovative way 
of combating crime in the 1800’s, and today 
still remains a highly effective means to deter 
criminals whilst at the same time reassuring 
residents that they are safe and sound in 
their homes.  A joint operation was held on 
6 March when a team comprising SAPS, Law 
Enforcement, Law Enforcement Auxiliaries, 
ADT, District Watch, Swart Security as well as 
the Bothasig and Edgemead Neighbourhood 
Watches was briefed and a “Bobbies on the 
Beat” foot patrol was undertaken through 
Edgemead.  The patrol numbered some 92 
members, mostly on foot, accompanied by 
vehicle patrols and patrollers on bicycles. The 
patrollers were met with enthusiastic thumbs 
up and shouted greetings from residents, and 
the zero crime for that night attested to the 
success of this kind of operation.  We will 
continue to mount these and other operations 
throughout Edgemead and will do our utmost 
to keep Edgemead as safe as we possibly can. 

Please remain aware of your surroundings 
at all times, and do not hesitate to phone 
SAPS should anything seem suspicious. 
Mark Richards 
Chairman
Edgemead Neighbourhood Watch
www.edgemeadwatch.co.za
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While it is certainly good news that Edgemead 
residents have done their bit to stay out of 
the City of Cape Town’s top 100 name and 
shame list of water abusers, it’s a bit early for 
celebrations as the crisis is far from over. It also 
highlights another problem, which is that we 
are all falling for the “smoke and mirrors” game 
the DA is playing.

Whenever there is crisis or failing at national 
government level, or in an ANC-led province, 
the DA is quick to capitalise by making a meal 
of the failure. Yet when the crisis occurs in their 
own backyard under their own watch, they are 
surprisingly silent on who is to blame. So if you 
can’t blame the ANC then who is left? Easy: 
residents and, in particular, the ratepayer. 
Voila! The “name and shame” list.

A recent Carte Blanche insert highlights 
some interesting points on how the DA-run 
City of Cape Town has failed to prepare for 
this crisis. The insert suggests the City had 
actually been working on tapping into the 
Table Mountain aquifer since 2005 but shelved 
the project in 2011. It will only come back 
online in 2024! The Overstrand municipality on 
the other hand have taken advantage of this, 
which is why there is no crisis in Hermanus. 

In a subsequent press release, the City 
claims they never put the project on hold 
owing to “the significant success of the City’s 
aggressive implementation of its Water 
Conservation and Demand Management Plan, 
which resulted in significant deferment of the 
need for additional resources for the entire 
WCWSS”. If you achieved such “significant 
success” how then do we find ourselves in this 
current predicament? The press release also 
goes on to state that costing is currently being 
done on the aquifer scheme. How is it that a 
project initiated more than 10 years ago, which 
you claim hasn’t been shelved, has no current 
costing?

I cannot understand how the City has 
allowed the situation to deteriorate to this 
level. We have had water restrictions on and 
off since 2005. There have also been a number 

Sold by us in Edgemead - asking price R3 450 000
- just one of our many sales
The “New’s” year has started off with a bang!
Thank you Edgemead!

Do call us for all your buying and selling requirements
Edgemead’s longest serving estate agent
And latterly assisted by the vibey and energetic 
additions to our team, Marcelle and Cathryn

of articles over the last few years regarding 
the pressures on our local infrastructure such 
as sewerage and roads due to the influx of 
people to the Cape, as well as the continued 
approval of new developments by the City. 
Even without an obvious drought, surely 
planning needed to be done to supply water 
and other services to account for this growth? 
Let us also not forget that each completed 
development means more rates into the City’s 
coffers. 

Which brings me to my next point: News 
and articles suggest that the City has invested 
very little in preparing for our future water 
needs (while the City claims otherwise). Each 
time the water restriction levels increase, 
the cost of water to the ratepayer has gone 
up. Where is all this extra money going? One 
article suggests that, based on the increased 
tariffs, the City billed an extra R31m for water 
in December! Shall I be optimistic and hope 
it is being ring-fenced for securing water 
resources? With the amount of households 
making use of grey water presumably there is 
a lot less waste processing needed, but have 
we seen a decrease in our sewerage bills?

And now, in a recent News 24 article, Patricia 
de Lille wants to put the costs of building 
a desalination plant against the ratepayers 
account to the tune of “at least 50%” increase 
in the cost of water! All because they have done 
no planning and no budgeting towards our 
water needs. This is the Eskom crisis all over 
again, during which our DA-run City of Cape 
Town lambasted Eskom for a lack of planning. 

So in closing, while we certainly need 
to be doing all we can to save water, we 
can realistically only do so much. We need 
additional sources of water now, but rather than 
producing measurable action, the City instead 
distracts us with public shaming and policing 
our neighbours’ water usage. I would propose 
that rather than releasing a name and shame 
list of residents we instead release a list of the 
officials in the City who have failed to plan for 
this crisis so we can hold them to account.

Sources:
https://carteblanche.dstv.com/cape-water-crisis/
http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/cape-

town-water-prices-could-jump-de-lille-20170228
http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/2017/01/15/

City-of-Cape-Town-set-to-cash-in-on-water-
restriction-penalties1

http://www.capetown.gov.za/media-and-news/
City%20continues%20proactive%20water%20
demand%20management%20and%20medium-
to-long%20term%20planning

OPINION: WATER CRISIS - The real name and shame list
Emile Coetzee

SURGERY
Dr J. KIRKBY

Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE

EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE

(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699
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Edgemead High Schools Social Conscience Club attended a Rotary 
Workshop at Parklands College this past weekend. Each school in 
attendance had to submit a video of one of the community projects 
they run in a year. EHS dedicated their video to our “We care box” 
project and won the 2017 West Coast Interact Video Competition. 
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EDGEMEAD HIGH LEARNERS EXCEL 
Right: South African Novice champion, Sinali Sango, Grade 
8 at Edgemead High School, just returned from 

Durban, where he took 
Gold at the Ethekwini 
Metropolitan Inter-
district Figure Skating 
Championships. He
has also been 
selected to represent 
South Africa in Italy 
next month at the 
Egna Spring Trophy 
in Advanced Novice 
section from 6 to 9 
April. 

Left: Thamera Naicker, Grade 12 at Edgemead 
High School, was ranked 6th in WP and 19th in 
Debating in South Africa in the Senior division for 
2016, and this year as been selected to represent 
South Africa at the Asian World Schools Debating 
Championships in Thailand from the 24-28 July 
2017.  

A WIN FOR EDGEMEAD HIGH SCHOOL CLUB
We are very proud of your success and the continued effort to make 
a difference. 

Good luck for your current project, the Easter Egg Collection for 
the Easter Egg hunt at Ysterplaat Junior School.
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                                                                           By Christine Rossouw
Saturday morning the 11th March was an exciting day for our youngsters, 
aged 6 to 13, who took part in a tennis day. Prizes and certificates were 
awarded and we sent home more than a few exhausted children! 

On the evening of the 11th we held a Mexican evening. This social was 
a great success between all the sombreros, tequilas, Mexican waves and 
nachos. Our members really got into the ‘cantina’ spirit and we closed 
the league season with style!

League results are yet to be released but we are very excited for them!
With the ending of the league, Social tennis is now in full swing again 

on Saturday afternoons for club members. From 2pm to approx 5pm you 
can pop down, if you are new or thinking of joining the club, and see 
what it is all about. Everyone is welcome.

Club Championships (Junior and Senior) begin in May. Please make 
sure you have received your entries. Find a partner before it`s too late 
and they are all gone!

To join the club or get any other info please go to  www.edgemeadtennis.
za.net or phone Lance on 082 600 0744.

For tennis coaching please contact Christine from HOT SHOT TENNIS 
ACADEMY on 082 969 5479 or 021 558 5750.

Master
Practitioner
Real Estate

Principal
Member of

Rebosa
 Member of 

the Institute of 
Estate Agents

Cape Business 

                                              Dr. Jason Liepner, D.C.

Chiropractic: a health profession specialising in the diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention of various disorders related to the muscles, skeleton and nervous 
system of the body. Using a drug-free philosophy and numerous treatment 
methods, below are just some of the conditions chiropractic can treat.
• Migraines                                                             • numbness in arms/legs
• Limited movement of neck/back/hips/shoulders • muscle spasm
• Back/neck pain                                                    • work and sport related injuries
• Pain relief associated with conditions such as Fibromyalgia, Sciatica and Scoliosis

Dr. Jason Liepner       021 559 8417 
www.edgemeadchiropractor.co.za
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MASTT

KEEPING YOU SAFE !!!

0861 627 000www.swartsecurity.co.za

Monitoring
&

Armed Response

24
HOURS

0861 628 000EMERGENCY:

BHF Practice No: 0270881

We accept ALL Medical Aids

EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICE

www.mastt.co.za
info@mastt.co.za 021 558 5754

We offer: 

• First Aid Courses

• Basic Fire Fighting Courses

• Health & Safety Courses

• Security Officer Courses

• SAQA Unit Standards

• and more...

Department of Labour & SETA Accredited
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