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EDGEMEAD HIGH DELIVERS 100% MATRIC PASS RATE
In a statement by Donald
Grant, Western Cape Minister
of Education, the Class of
2012
were
commended
for putting on a “quality
performance . . . breaking
records and improving on…
key indicators of success”,
with a provincial pass rate of
82.8% recorded.
Even more noteworthy is the
“quality” of the passes. A large
percentage of those achieving
their
National
Senior
Certificate (NSC) in 2012 have
done so qualifying to study at
one or other higher education
institution.
“Examination
results are not about numbers
in isolation – they are about
better life chances for our
young people.”
Principal of Edgemead High
School, Redvers Lawrence,
stated that this year’s matric
class have a special place
in his heart, as they are the
first group of pupils he has
nurtured throughout high
school after assuming the role
of Principal, “I am extremely
proud of this year’s pupils…
achieving a 100% pass rate.”
Edgemead High has also
improved the percentage of
those who passed and qualify
to apply for studies at a higher

by Hennie Pretorius

education institution. Out of
the 187 pupils who wrote 79%
qualify.
Kirstin Kleyn, who obtained
seven distinctions, is the top
matric student of Edgemead
High for 2012. She has
a passion for music and
intends studying music at the
University of Stellenbosch in
the near future. She is going
to miss the “amazing teachers
and staff” of Edgemead High,
but at the same time she looks
forward to a future in the film
industry which she hopes will
take her abroad to the United
States of America or even
Austria.
Close on Kirstin’s heels
were Matthew Kapp, Demi
Mitchell and Matthew Smith
all obtaining six distinctions
each, followed by a total of
nine students obtaining five
distinctions each and ten
obtaining four distinctions
each.
Congratulations Edgemead
High School 2012 Matric
Class, you make all those
living in Edgemead proud.
Congratulations to Principal
Lawrence and all the teachers
of Edgemead High, keep up the
fabulous work. To the parents,
well done!
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Chairman’s Corner

As we enter 2013, and reflect on the year now behind us, on
behalf of the ERA committee, we would like to thank all who
have participated in strengthening our community over the past
year. We also wish everyone a bright and successful New Year,
and look forward to assisting Edgemead residents in whatever
way we can.
On to business: A draft informal trading plan is being drawn
up by city officials which covers the Edgemead area as well
as other neighbouring suburbs. An Informal Trading Plan
determines whether and precisely where trading may or may
not take place - in other words it permits or prohibits trading.
Once demarcated bays have been decided on, interested traders must tender and the city
will give preference to historically disadvantaged individuals, defined as “a South African
citizen who is a black person, is a woman and/or has a disability.”
At present, the draft plan accounts for a 3 designated trading bays next to the taxi rank
by the Edgemead Shopping Center. A number of local residents, shop tenants, and the two
schools, besides others, have made various comments and shared valid concerns regarding
having informal trading here. While some
would like the current fruit and vegetable
trader to remain, many expressed that they
would not like to have informal trading in
the area, mentioning security concerns, and
pointing to the ongoing problem with pupils
buying cigarettes and even dagga in that
vicinity.
“The City is obliged to consult with
will be presented
interested and affected role players”, and
as such, will be holding an Open Day on
for public viewing
Tuesday 19 March from 3pm to 8pm at the
and comments on
Monte Vista/Edgemead Community Hall.
As the officials creating the trading plan do
Tuesday 19 March 2013
not live in Edgemead, we believe that the
decision regarding informal trading must be
from
made by the people who live and work here.
To ensure that the wishes of the majority of
3pm to 8pm
the community are upheld, we encourage all
at the
residents to find time to go and express their
views. Please ensure that your comments
Monte Vista/Edgemead
recorded by one of the officials at the
meeting. Understand too that you need not
merely accept or reject the draft plan - all
comments, concerns and suggestions are
welcome.

Draft Informal Trading
Plan for Edgemead and
Surrounding Suburbs

Community Hall

Rocco du Plessis

Have your say!

Hello
Edgemead

Being new to the
Western Cape, the
apprehension felt
due to the pressure
of making the best
decision of where
to live, was soon
laid to rest after
chatting to Edgemead residents. The most
common response to my question: “So
what’s Edgemead like?” – was, “I will
never move!”
Having lived in many different places,
from the Eastern Cape to Great Britain
as well as Gauteng, I have never felt as
content living anywhere as I do living in
the Western Cape.
Lifestyle is important to everyone. I
love the ocean. I enjoy the nature wine
farms have to offer, and I enjoy modern
city life. Edgemead is minutes away from
the beach, on the edge of the wine route,
and a stone’s throw away from Cape
Town.
I love Table Mountain, our very own
natural wonder. Many people travel from
far to see it, all I have to do is pull out of
my driveway and there it is. All of us have
our own criteria regarding lifestyle. For
me it’s family, church and community.
Edgemead has a lot more to offer than
most other suburbs. Table Mountain is not
the only wonder I notice driving down
Thomas Bowler. Families are walking
dogs. A brother and sister are playing
hockey on the sidewalk. Friends are
playing in parks. Children walk to and
from school by themselves. On a Saturday
afternoon, with the smell of braai in the
air, neighbours’ driveways and streets
are lined with cars - a Western Province
flag blows in the wind as preparations are
made for the big game.
The community of Edgemead captured
my heart the minute I drove into the
suburb. I understand why most never
want to leave. Unfortunately, recent crime
events have cast a doubt into the minds
of many as to whether or not Edgemead
really is the suburb in which they want to
live.
Being held up at gunpoint is enough
to make one want to emigrate - skip
town and leave it all behind. But truth
be told, there is no guarantee of a better
life anywhere else in the world. I’ve tried
many different places. Perhaps I am just
naïve regarding Edgemead. I like to think
I am not. I believe time will prove that
my first impression of Edgemead the day
I drove into it is not a mere façade, but a
reality, one my family and I will be proud
to live out.

Hennie Pretorius
Editor
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Passionate about skateboarding

by Hennie Pretorius
Skateboarding may not be taken seriously by most in South Africa but to some it’s
becoming a livelihood. September last year Kimberley hosted the Maloof World
Skateboard Championships, boasting four million rand worth of money and prizes.
Andrew van der Walt is a regular at Edgemead’s very own developing skateboard
park. The skateboard park, situated between Edgemead’s community centre and the
tennis club, is not only used by residents of Edgemead, but attracts skateboarders from
most surrounding areas including Milnerton, Burgundy Estate and Bothasig - as well as
Richwood where van der Walt resides.
Van der Walt works in the vicinity of the skateboard park. After work he enjoys
spending time at the park. For him skateboarding is more than being able to execute
daring moves. “Even the pros break bones” commented van der Walt, a worthwhile risk
considering the money in the sport of late.
‘R4 million in prize money’
Van der Walt attended last year’s Maloof World Skateboard Championships in
Kimberley. He was able to film parts of it. His intention is to post it on YouTube as
soon as he finishes editing it. The Maloof World Skateboarding Championship allows
amateurs such as van der Walt to enter, giving everyone an opportunity to change the
course of their lives. Edgemead’s skateboard park may just give van der Walt the edge
he needs to be a competitor at next year’s Maloof World Skateboarding Championship.
Basketball is also a fast growing sport amongst the youth in South Africa. The NBA
in the States has proven to be hugely profitable. Perhaps someone should consider
developing a basketball court next to the skateboard park. Not only do these sports keep
the youth off the streets, they give hope and dreams, some of which may well lead to
ways in which talented young residents could make a profitable, successful livelihood.

Alexandra
Boutique

Smart Casual clothing
for mature women
Alterations

(Women’s and Men’s)

Individual Attention
We also stock ladies
bowls trousers

Excellent Service
is our
Secret of Success
Tel Ro Maher: 021 559 7336
Email: romaher@mweb.co.za
Shop 11, Edgemead Village Centre
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Andrew van der Walt entering into a rail-slide.
Van der Walt works nearby, allowing him to
enjoy skateboarding on a regular basis at
Edgemead’s skateboard park.
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Meet the Bergemanns - by Hennie Pretorius

Robert and Desray Bergemann, residents of Bothasig, have been avid supporters of Ocean
Basket Edgemead ever since it opened. On 1 September 2012 the Bergemanns bought
Ocean Basket Edgemead.
A month later Edgemead Village Centre livened up with music from ‘Sans of Time’,
a local South African band playing songs such as ‘The Way You Look Tonight’ and
‘Fields of Gold’. The Bergemanns were holding the official opening for their new
venture, inviting guests ranging from family to friends and prominent members of the
community such as Alderman James Vos.
Free wine and a cash bar ensured everyone was well watered while a finger platter,
including anything from sushi to spring rolls to sea animal decorated cupcakes, took care
of any hunger pains that might
have been lurking around.
After Robert Bergemann
thanked everyone for their
support, with a special
thanks to his wife whom he
has been married to for over
30 years, Councillor Vos
commended the Bergemanns
saying it “takes a lot of guts”
to take on the challenge of
entrepreneurship. He urged the community to support the Bergemanns as
this is the only way entrepreneurs remain successful.
A red ribbon was cut by Desray Bergemann, officially opening Ocean
Basket Edgemead under new management. The Bergemanns look forward to
Photo: Hennie Pretorius
following in the footsteps of the previous owners by offering a friendly service
Robert and Desray Bergemann with their sons Wesley, Karl
and fine cuisine. If the opening evening is anything to go by the Bergemanns and Justin. Robert and Desray became loyal patrons of Ocean
shouldn’t have any trouble living up to the previous owner’s standards. The
Basket ever since it first opened. They now they have the
opening was scheduled to end around 9pm - guests left well after midnight.
privilege of owning it.
www.edgemeadnews.co.za
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Mixed feelings as Edgemead Village Centre Car Guard
Discussion Continues:

• “As senior citizens, we are happy to have the car guards who seem to be doing a good job. They are courteous and alert and most
times when we come out from the shops, they know exactly where our car is. We don`t mind giving them a tip. We now feel much
safer.”
• “A few years ago we had hawkers selling their wares at the corner of Letchworth & Louis Thibault Drives. The residents were advised
that the only way to get rid of them was to not support their business. They quickly disappeared! Stop supporting car guards & they will
also disappear. The onus to provide security lies with Daleglen Properties, they are the company collecting rent from the shopping centre
tenants. I am personally fed up with people looking for handouts. Car guards please go away and let us do our shopping in peace.”
Fitness

●

Health

●

Energy

Cardio Dance & Tone
PLATTEKLOOF GLEN & MONTE VISTA
Licensed, FitSA Accredited &
Consumer Protection Act Compliant
Fees payable monthly
MORNING AND EVENING CLASSES
only 45 minutes

ADRENALYNNE

Energetic Lifestyle Gym for Ladies
Lynne

021 558 9832
082 575 6925

info@adrenalynne.co.za
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A lifesaver in a time of need
By Hennie Pretorius

Christmas shopping is often accompanied by pushing, shoving, and a lot of
disappointment when the last item on the list is nowhere to be found. Thank
goodness for the Edgemead Craft & Gift Market held at the Edgemead
Community Hall during December. No pushing, no shoving, and a large
selection of gifts to choose from – a lifesaver in a time of need.
The market is now in its 10th year with over 200 exhibitors. It hosts a variety
of crafts and gifts perfect for under the Christmas tree, and then the odd item
“snuck” into the basket just to satisfy one’s tingling senses.
Each year the market runs a raffle to help raise funds and create exposure for nonprofit organisations that are making a meaningful difference in our community.
Day trip tickets for six people on board the historic 1949 Atlantic Rail Steam
Train and a special gift hamper all worth R2000 were raffled at the market.
This year funds raised, to the amount of R13 010, went to the Edgemead
Neighbourhood Watch (ENW), a community based organisation that is doing
everything it can to assist the police and local security companies in the fight
against crime. The funds raised will be used to help establish two new Sector
Communication Offices and also contribute towards the purchase of additional
equipment such as radios, reflective vests, torches, etc. All members are volunteers
who donate willingly of their time and the use of their personal vehicles.
Both Ian Cormack and Conrad Wiegersma were extremely grateful upon
receipt of the donation, “On behalf of the ENW and all associated therewith,
a huge ‘Thank You’ to all the locals and visitors who supported the raffle
organised by the Edgemead Christmas Market over December. The staggering
amount generated proves that you support this community based initiative
wholeheartedly.” “Congratulations to Michelle Salvador, winner of the raffle,
and an extended thanks to Wayne Williams from the Edgemead Christmas
Market and his team for allowing the ENW to be the beneficiary, rest assured
that this contribution will be well utilised.”

Michelle Salvador with her daughter Tiffany receiving the prize from the 2012
raffle organised by the Edgemead Christmas Market in aid of the Edgemead
Neighbourhood Watch. Michelle won day trip tickets for six people on board
the historic 1949 Atlantic Rail Steam Train and a special gift hamper all worth
R2000. The prize was presented to them by Wayne Williams, Event Coordinator.
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by Lorraine Mathewson

On 15 December Mr Les Brown, our volunteer shelver, passed away at the age of 86, with
a volunteer service of more than nine years. He worked every week day from about 8:30 to
13:00 and would even apologize when he was a few minutes ‘late’. He will be sorely missed
by the library staff.
The next afternoon book club meeting will be on 5 February at 4:30pm. For more
information contact Ms Joanna Troost on 021 558 2842. The morning book club will be on
19 February at 10am. Mrs Lorraine Mathewson can be contacted on 021 558 2842 regarding
the morning book club. New members for both groups are most welcome. You just need to be
a book lover to qualify to belong to the book clubs.
On 15 February we will have a Valentine’s tea at 10am. Bookings are essential (021 558
2842) and perhaps it will be a good idea to wear something red!
Wayne Williams from
the Edgemead Christmas
Market handing over
R13 010 to a very
grateful Ian Cormack and
Conrad Wiegersma from
Edgemead Neighbourhood
Watch.
From Left: Chairman of
Edgemead Neighbourhood
Watch Ian Cormack, Event
Coordinator of Edgemead
Christmas Market Wayne
Williams, and Treasurer of
Edgemead Neighbourhood
Watch Conrad Wiegersma.

www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Local is Lekker by Ashleigh Mill
Fish 4 Africa, a local fresh and frozen fish
wholesaler which prides itself on the fact that
it has a deep understanding of the fishing industry,
its operations, and addressing the specific needs
of their customers.
Presently there are three retail outlets, one in
Monte Vista, one in Woodstock and the other in
Hout Bay. When Fish 4 Africa first started in 2005,
they knew then already there was that demand for
fresh fish, which alone was the determination
to make fish a more attractive, healthier and
affordable option. Whether you are planning a
function or making dinner, Fish 4 Africa will make
sure you always get what you need.
Fish 4 Africa is now creating an online
presence and joined the social media platform,
both Facebook and Twitter, an innovative way to
interact with all our customers, as communication
is a top priority for the Fish 4 Africa team.
The Fish 4 Africa team are 100 per cent skilled
and are focused on ensuring that customers are
provided with the very best quality at the most
affordable prices. As per slogan ‘Anything
fresher is still swimming...Direct from boat to
you’.
Fish 4 Africa not only strives to provide
a healthy lifestyle, but is dedicated to the
environment and increasing awareness around
sustainable seafood practices.
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Hot Shots in Edgemead - by Christine Rossouw
Hot Shot Tennis Academy, based at Edgemead Tennis Club, had a
two day tennis camp in the December school holidays. A total of
30 children entered.
The players were divided into three groups. The younger children (four to six years old)
had fun games that taught them to develop their co-ordination and tennis skills. The older
players (seven years and up) had
tennis drills, tennis tactics and
fitness training. On the last day
a tournament was held with a
prize giving afterwards. Every
player received a prize and
some received special awards,
including first, second and third
place, sportsmanship, most
helpful, and best shot of the day.
Any information you require
about Hot Shot Tennis Academy
or Edgemead Tennis Club please
contact Coach Christine on
Coach Christine with the young hot shots of Edgemead,
0215585750 or 0829695479.
“We had a great time!”
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Response to
Excessive Noise in Edgemead

Helen Cook

By: Edgemead resident for 20 years
With regard to the article “Excessive Noise has conveniently omitted is the word
in Edgemead” published in the November “reasonable” while also indicating that the
2012 edition of the Edgemead News, I By Law referred to in the article “specifies
a continued disturbance”.
would like to comment as follows.
As an Edgemead resident for many years Yes it would be unreasonable if a resident
I have seen Edgemead grow into what it is were to throw a loud party every night,
today, a safe, friendly community, ideal for playing excessively load music. However,
young families to start a family. Therefore is it unreasonable for a resident to throw an
it was with some misgivings that I read the occasional party to celebrate a birthday, an
anniversary, or even the loud cheering of
abovementioned article.
Noise is generally defined by the person the Sprinboks as a try is scored? I should
who is doing the hearing or listening. think not.
That said, if a resident were to follow the Everybody will make a noise (to the
thinking of the writer, very few ‘things’ ear of a listener) at some stage. As a
would be acceptable. For example: the resident of this Edgemead community I
mowing of your lawn, barking dogs, am more concerned about some resident’s
renovations, slamming of doors or even intolerance towards others, while I agree
the vacuuming of your house. Depending that a “continued disturbance” should be
on the size of your plot, this thinking could stopped, in the spirit of community living.
even extend to watching TV, listening to Perhaps the writer would feel more
music and the most inconsiderate of all... comfortable in an area where no noise is
having a conversation. What the writer guaranteed.
Did you hear
about the crosseyed teacher
who lost her
job because she
couldn’t control
her pupils?

This girl said
she recognized
me from the
vegetarian club,
but I’d never met
herbivore.
www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Professional Mobile
Make-Up Artist &
Beauty Therapist
Make-Up for any occasion

Mani, Pedi, Lash & Brow Tints, Threading & Brow Shaping
Contact Helen 082 402 5192

www.helencookmakeup.co.za info@helencookmakeup.co.za

Stockist of Rapid Lash and selection of false eyelashes
Bringing out the best in you

De Grendel Lions ‘Shake-Up’

by Martin Kallis
On Saturday morning, 1 December, a few
members of the De Grendel Lions went to
Edgemead Village Centre and stood shaking a
can to see if they could collect money from the
public. Funds raised were used to supplement
needy family’s food parcels over Christmas
with extra food. Needy families receive food
parcels from the De Grendel Lions Club
every Saturday. “A special thanks to all the
public who dropped money in our cans, your
contribution is highly appreciated.”

On the left is the President of De Grendel Lions
Martin Kallis, Father Christmas is Lion Malcolm
Stuppel, on the right Lion Martin Thelander and
in front Lion Tracey Masterton at Edgemead
Village Centre raising funds for family’s food
parcels over Christmas.
Page 11

Edgemead News

Page 12

January 2013

www.edgemeadnews.co.za

Edgemead News

January 2013

Car Guards – Yes or No?
The owners of Edgemead Village Centre ask for your
comments on the car guards – as many as possible – to
enable them to make a considered decision. Please take a few
minutes to email EdgemeadFeedback@gmail.com or put a
written reply into the small letterbox below the notice board
at the shopping centre.
Your opinion counts! Thank you.

SURGERY
Dr J. KIRKBY
Dr G. COUPLAND
Dr R. HACKING
Dr N. FOURIE
EDGEMEAD
SHOPPING CENTRE
(NEXT TO GARDEN CITIES)

Tel: 021 558 1011
After Hours: 021 712 6699
www.edgemeadnews.co.za
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by Francois Gouws

We stand at the beginning of a new year and anticipate a very exciting
2013! We look back at a busy December 2012 and we are indeed thankful
for what was achieved. These achievements would not have been possible
without the dedication, commitment and support of all the club members.
On Wednesday, 26
December 2012 a
number of members
participated in the
Manor House 16km Club Members posing with their new kit at the Bay to Bay Race.
Race in Tokai, partly
to get rid of any Christmas over-indulgence feelings and also in memory of a fellow club
member. The majority of members ran in a group with a banner in memory of Liam Brinders
who passed away at this particular race in December 2011. Thanks for the support guys! Liam,
we remember you with fondness!
The Sundowner 10km Race in the V & A Waterfront in December is always treated as a club
group and the December 2012 Race was no exception. 55 Club Members joined us in our run
and the spirit and camaraderie was ever present. A big thank you to all for your support and well
done!
On Monday, 31 December 2012 we hosted our annual Runners Memorial 8km Race at the
Mouille Point Lighthouse. Approximately 1400 runners completed the run in rather appalling
weather conditions with a gale force South Easter making the going difficult for most. Thank you
to all who participated, our sponsors, our Race Convener Mervyn Lee and all club members who
contributed in any way big or small.
We launched our long awaited new club kit at the first race on the 2013 WPA Calendar
(Bay to Bay 15 & 30km Race) on Sunday, 5 January 2013. A good turn-out ensured
that the bold new design made a good impact and we have had a lot of positive feedback.
We trust that the new look will carry us forward to a wonderful successful racing future.
Edgemead Runners welcomes everyone wanting to get fit, start walking or running and even
those that want to start
running again after
years of inactivity. If
you would like to find
out more about us
and/or join the club
please go to www.
edgemeadrunners.
org.za or email us
on
committee@
edgemeadrunners.
org.za. Alternatively
you can contact Kim
Boshoff (Ladies Club
J
Captain) on 083 289
8651 or Arnold Nardy
(Men’s Club Captain)
on 084 580 8482 for
more info.

EDGEMEAD TENNIS CLUB
by Christine Rossouw

Happy New Year to all our members. Thank
you for all your support in 2012.
2013 starts off very busy with Ladies senior
league, Men’s senior league and Junior league,
all kicking off, or should that be hitting off, on
26 January.
We would like the Social side of tennis
(Saturdays 2pm to approximately 5pm) to
increase this year. Whether you would like
to play in one of the leagues or just come
down for some social tennis (all standards
welcome), YOU ARE MOST WELCOME.
We have 3 qualified tennis coaches available
if you would like to brush up on your tennis.
A cardio tennis section will also be starting
this year - so lots to do and choose from at
Page 14

Edgemead Tennis Club.
If you would like some more information
on any of the above or you would like to join
the club, please contact Christine on 021 558
5750 or cell 082 969 5479.
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Councillor’s Comment
DA Ward Councillor Alderman James Vos
Tel. 021 590 1680

Fax 021 590 1685

james.vos@capetown.gov.za
Some of my priorities for this year include working on proposals to
improve public transport systems in my ward with the roll-out of the
MyCiTi bus service, amended service level agreements pertaining to
the nature conservation sites, the implementation of an informal trading plan, and the
implementation of pilot recycling programmes in selected locations throughout my ward.
I will make more information available on these initiatives during the course of the next few
months.
At a meeting with the municipality’s library services branch, it was evident that we needed
to improve the safety measures at our libraries. The results of my motivations are that security
personnel have again been placed at both the Bothasig and Edgemead libraries due to current
safety risks to the staff, public, and buildings. I regard libraries as important community
service facilities, where the public and staff should be protected against any safety risks,
and I believe that this addition of security personnel will help create a safer environment for
library users.
The assistance from residents with the maintenance, watering and the painting of play
equipment has been wonderful in those places where we are experiencing the benefits of the
adopt a park initiative. I am currently in discussions with the Parks
Department to consider improved service level agreements in respect
of maintenance and improvements, as well as processing these adopt
a park applications as soon as possible. Further to this, I am also in
talks with several churches and other interest groups to embrace the
adopt-a-park project as part of their community service.There are
also various parks receiving new play equipment with existing play
equipment in the process of being repainted and refurbished. It is the
intention to roll this initiative out to all areas within my ward as I
regard parks as an important community amenity.
Freshly-painted road markings and street names add a breath of
liveliness to a neighbourhood, and encourage people to keep their
properties neat and clean and attractive. It is still a few months till
the budgets are approved, but you can be assured that I will again
make provision for relative trivialities such as freshly painted lines
and street names, replacement of old rusted directional signs, and
improvements to entrances and centre medians, as well as street
sweeping on main routes, in an attempt to keep my ward an area in
which people are proud to live.
I have decided to allocate grants-in-aid and formal funding to a number of worthy and
deserving community-based organisations to assist with the excellent work they are doing.
These include projects aimed at improving the facilities and conditions at sporting complexes
and other municipal amenities; replenish book stocks at local libraries; programmes geared
towards the seniors, the scouting movements, neighbourhood watches, and so on. Additional
good news is that the implementation of the other projects such as the rollout of cycle lanes
and improved footpaths, and road signage to be funded from my Ward Councillor Budget
will commence within the next few months.

LIFE

Life is like a sine graph,
It has its ups and downs.
So when I’m in a trough,
There’s a crest I haven’t found.
After climbing every mountain,
I get to run freely down the hill.
In life I can be fit and healthy,
But then get struck and become ill.
Life can get quite tough,
And makes me depressed and down.
But then you come along,
And lift me from the ground.
When my heart is hurting,
And I have a broken soul.
You are there to heal me,
And always make me whole.
Jenni - 2012
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